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Chairmanõs Comments 

The last year has been a steady year marked 
by a number of small gains but perhaps most 
publicly memorable for the success of the 
Young Horticulturist of the Year 
Competition.  Both the success and the 
profile this event brings to the horticulture 
sector are a true boon for the industry.  More 
introspectively the Horticultural Training 
Symposium in August 2006 forced those 
participating to look to the future of 
horticulture both as a career option and with 
regard to training.  There remains no 
question in my mind as to the huge value of 
the contribution made by Dean Astill, the 
first Young Horticulturist of the Year, who 
encapsulated the issues facing the 
horticultural sector so well yet provided some 
real time perspectives on how we might get it 
right in the future. 
 
Notable Trees NZ is in good hands with 
David Glenn, who is working his way 
towards the establishment of a trust to 
administer the scheme.  Recent changes to 
legislation regarding trusts has meant that he 
has had to tread with some care.  He is also 
exploring further seed funding for the Trust 
in addition to the offer made by Auckland 
Branch of the RNZIH.  This will provide 
NTNZ with a sound administrative footing 
and allow it to be more inclusive of its key 
stakeholders.  Included in this newsletter is 
an article reproduced from the Heritage 
Matters that explains some of the work of the 
Notable Trees scheme. 
 
 

The RNZIH NZ Education Trust continues 
to work closely with the New Zealand 
Horticultural Industry Training Organisation 
through David Puflett.  The Board has 
recently signed a further agreement with 
NZHITO.  My thanks to David Puflett not 
only for the day-to-day work that continues to 
deliver but especially for his work in 
coordinating the Horticultural Training 
Symposium. 
 
The New Zealand Gardens Trust continues to 
evolve and the publication of the NZ gardens 
of significance guidebook will add further 
strength to the brand.  Informal contacts I 
have had over the last year have shown that 
the scheme is working well as intended.  What 
has become apparent is that visitors are 
looking for gardens with a particularly New 
Zealand bent or quirkiness which may or may 
not include native plants. 
 
The RNZIH publications have continued to 
roll out and our collective thanks especially 
must go to Murray Dawson and Andrew 
Maloy for their work.  The journals have been 
very good and the newsletters have remained 
current and topical.  I should not ignore the 
work our office administrator Linda 
Sallabanks also puts into the newsletters ð 
thank you Linda. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the support 
of the Weekend Gardener magazine team, led by 
Rob Lahood, who have been so generous with 
their resources. 
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We warmly welcome the following new members 
who joined the RNZIH since March 2007: 

Judith Hyndman BLENHEIM 

Paul Howarth CHRISTCHURCH 

New Members  

RNZIH National Office Linda Sallabanks 
PO Box 12, Lincoln University, Canterbury 
Phone: (03) 325 2811 Ext. 8670 
Email: office@rnzih.org.nz 
Website: www.rnzih.org.nz  

Patron His Excellency, The Governor General of New 
Zealand, The Honourable Anand Satyanand, 
PCNZM 

Vice Patron Ralph Ballinger OBE, AHRIH 

President Jack Hobbs AHRIH 
Auckland Regional Botanic Gardens 
102 Hill Road, Manurewa, Auckland 
Phone: (09) 267 4728 
Fax: (09) 266 3698 
Email: HobbsJ@rnzih.org.nz 

Vice President Ross Ferguson, ONZM, FRSNZ, AHRIH 
HortResearch, Mt Albert, Private Bag 92 169, 
Auckland 
Phone: (09) 815 4200 Ext. 7319 
Fax: (09) 815 4201 
Email: FergusonR@rnzih.org.nz 

Chairman David Sole FRIH 
Botanic Gardens of Wellington 
101 Glenmore Street, Wellington 
Phone: (04) 478 0470 (home); (04) 803 8296 
(work) 
Cellphone: 021 227 8296  
Fax: (04) 499 1903 
Email: SoleD@rnzih.org.nz 

National Executive  

Murray Dawson FRIH 
(RNZIH & NZGT Webmaster; 
Journal co-editor) 

Landcare Research, PO Box 40, Lincoln, 
Canterbury 
Phone: (03) 321 9645 
Fax: (03) 325 2418 
Email: DawsonM@rnzih.org.nz 

David Glenn 
(Notable Trees Registrar) 

New Zealand Horticulture Industry Training 
Organisation, PO Box 8050, Dunedin 
Phone: (03) 455 7550 
Cellphone: 029 200 9242  
Fax: (03) 455 1520 
Email: GlennD@rnzih.org.nz 

Andrew Maloy FRIH 
(Journal co-editor)  

16 Riverlea Road, Whenuapai, Waitakere City 
Phone: (09) 416 3543 
Fax: (09) 416 3548 
Email: MaloyA@rnzih.org.nz 

Mick Reece FRIH PO Box 8021, Gardens Post Office, Dunedin 
Phone: (03) 474 3569 
Email: ReeceM@rnzih.org.nz 

Eddie Wullems Hamilton City Council, Private Bag 3010, 
Hamilton Phone: (07) 838 6934 
Cellphone: 021 790 203 
Fax: (07) 838 6935 
Email: WullemsE@rnzih.org.nz 

 
Financially the RNZIH continues to remain 
stable but does not find itself in a position to 
embark on projects such as a review of the 
National Plant Collections database without 
injections of external funding.  I would like to 
see this project moving forward over the next 
year and we have already had offers from 
interested people to assist with it. 
 
After long service Michael Ayrton has 
stepped down from his role representing 
RNZIH on the NZHITO board.  I 
acknowledge and thank Michael for his 
contribution and his advocacy.  Eddie 
Wullems will continue to represent the 
RNZIH on the board. 
 
We extend our congratulations to executive 
member and long time RNZIH member 
Dr Ross Ferguson who was recently made an 
Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
for his contribution to the kiwifruit industry.  
Ross has made a huge contribution over the 
years and his recognition is appropriate and 
timely. 
 
Lastly I would like to thank the members of 
RNZIH for their continuing support for the 
organisation.  RNZIH remains a bastion for 
horticulture, especially the amenity sector, 
which is underpinned by your support. 
 
 
David Sole 
Chairman RNZIH  
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Last year the Instituteõs budget was set to 
make a loss of $280.  While a loss budget can 
occur from time to time for any organisation 
is not a sustainable option.  The cost of living 
keeps increasing every year and consequently 
our expenses increase as well.  Our major 
cost increases have been in wages, the 
newsletter and the journal. 
 
A modest $10 increase in subscription rates 
was proposed at the last AGM.  This was 
approved along with an amendment which 
proposed that individual membership be 
increased by $15.  The increase should enable 
the Institute to at least break even and barring 
any unforseen expenses provide a small 
surplus of $2,000. 
 
Membership fees for 2007 are: 
 
Individual $75 
NZGT $70 
Corporate $120 
Joint  $60 
Associate $50 
Student $55 

Finance Report  

A positive budget is necessary to effectively 
implement new initiatives and improvements. 
 
The RNZIH, like any organisation needs to 
move with the times so as to continue to be 
relevant and provide for its members.  The 
Institute is in the process of reinventing itself 
and this can be seen by the establishment of 
the Gardens Trust, Education Trust and the 
soon to be established Notable Trees Trust. 
 
It is my hope that members will appreciate 
and support this increase in subscriptions. 
 
Eddie Wullems 
Finance & Administration Portfolio 

RNZIH website update  

The RNZIH website (www.rnzih.org.nz) is a 
major horticultural and botanical resource 
that continues to grow. 
 
A recent addition has been the inclusion of 
previous issues of the New Zealand Garden 
Journal (Journal of the RNZIH) as pdf's 
(online versions of documents).  These online 
issues date back to 2002, the earliest date that 
we have in electronic format.  It would be 
great to go even further back, but this is a 
separate project that would involve scanning 
the original documents, text recognition, and 
conversion into pdf format. 

I have also been actively expanding the 
ornamental plant profiles, and these should 
be online soon. 
 
Here are the current website stats: 2546 web 
pages and 370 pdf's, currently including plant 
doctor archives (690+), book reviews (310+), 
journal articles (95+), image galleries, 
ornamental plant profiles (77), and weed 
profiles (39). 
 
Our thanks to Landcare Research who 
provide free hosting of our website. 
 

Murray Dawson 
Webmaster 
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