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Chalt rmanodos Comment s

| thoroughly enjoyed the New Zealand Gardeg
Trust conference in Gisborne (helddZ3 April
2010). Jack Richards spectacular -tigigeoastal
garden, the grand old house and garden of Ac
with its Alfred Buxton landscape remnants, and
generosity of visits to old long established farrg
gardens made the field trips a real treat. Eastwooe#s
National Arboretum always remains a highlight &
me on any visit to Gisborne and was this time all &
more enjoyable with a splendid lunch provided Egs
the Friends of Eastwoodhill and a gentle tipple / :
assist from Matawhero Wines. Vs

Great also to hear Dan Hinkley speak of

collecting journeys into China. As always, the €

highlight of the conference is the opportunity to

catch up with garden owners and with my peers frofhis can be managed by the representatives being

public gardens. Our congratulations and thanks teembers in their own right or with memberships

the Gisborne team who assisted with the confererg@onsored by the Trusts or BGAMZ. In

and again especially to Liz Morrow who yet again dieveloping this model Executive considered very

such a sterling job in managing and organising theortant that the representatives should be

conference. members of RNZIHt o bi nd into the I
vision

Thank you to those who attended the RNZIH AGM

this year. This signalled a strong and healthy interBs¢ new categories created for the RNZIH

in the future of the Institute. The constitutionaNewZealand Gardens Trust members of the

amendments form a firm platform for the Institutelnstitute allows the Trust to move towards

While there are still some formalities to complete argpresentation from garden owners and increases the

there are elements of the changes which can becdameanspar ency of the Trust Boa

operable immediately the important changes arouhdist now being seven years old and well established

representation and officers of executive will not beis an appropriate time to review its governance

established until the AGM in 2011. As soon as tldth a view to the future.

changes have been ratified by the Registrar of

Incorporated Societies (or current equivalent!) tAdanks to Dr Keith Hammett for the 2010 Banks

amended constitution will be formally distributed. Memorial Lecture. His subject and style certainly
engaged those present and stimulated comment as

Clearly the Executive will have to consider how theply Keith can in his inimitable way! We look

will manage the transition and how it meshes witbrward the reading his paper in the next RNZIH

the rotation process that already exists. Remindéesirnal.

will be sent to the Trusts and Botanic Gardens of

Australia and New Zealand New Zealand Congratulations to this years award winners. | had

(BGANZ-NZ) to nominate their representativeshe pleasure of presenting Rob Lucas and Keith

within the prescribed timeframes leading into tHeowe with their certificates as Associates of Honour

next AGM. | do note that the representatives a the Royal New Zealand Institute of Horticulture

required to be members of the RNZIH. (AHRIH) on my return to Wellington.
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President

t he
hid

Pl

Jack Hobbs AHRIH

a |Autkdand RRYienaj Batang Gardeng

102 Hill Road, Manurewa, Auckland
Phone: (09) 267 4728

Fax: (09) 266 3698

Email: HobbsJ@rnzih.org.nz

Awar d

These awards will be published in the RNZI
Journal and reinforce that we have a huge wealt
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cherish but foster and encourage its passing fi
generation to generation.

| have yet to set a date for the National Plant

Collections Register scoping workshop but expec
be in late July. The workshop will be aimed at th
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who wish to actively participate in updating th@aional Executive

register and then seeking of new records so thati
have a more comprehensive record of species
cultivars in collections and their locations.

Wlﬁ ay Dawson FRIH

aRr

Landcare Research, PO Box 40, Lincoln,
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There was a recent discussion around préivéuy
register will only display full contact details a
locations with the agreement of the collectid
holders. The intent of the register is to record t
existence of the collections in the first instance.
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New Member

We warmly welcome the following new member
who joined the RNZIH since March 2010:

Geoff Hart

WHANGAREI

Royal New Zealand Institute of Horticulture (Inc.) No. 2, 2010



Congratulations and News

Elizabeth Anne Morrow
The RNZIH has awarded Liz Morrow a Fellowship of the Institute in recognition of her contribution to
horticulture in this country.

In particular Liz has made an immense contribution fdeweZealandGardens Trust. This has included
undertaking the roles of Trustee and Executive Officer of the Trust. Although she receives a small
honorarium for her work for the Trust Liz contributes far in excess of what could reasonably be expected.
The exceptionally high standards Liz sets are exemplified by the high quality conferences she has organised
since the inception of the Trust. She has also or
both Auckland and Christchurch.

Liz was also part of the small team who established the first Ellerslie Flower Show and she acted as manager
of the inaugural show. Later she was Garden Man.
horticultural attractions.

Apart from her contribution to the garden owners of this country, Liz has also established wonderful gardens
of her own. Her former garden in Glendowie was regularly opened to the public for more than twenty years
and it was used to raise many thousands of dollars for charity. Her current garden, Omaio, at Matakana,
although comparatively young, has already been recognised by the Trust as a Garden of National Significance.

Mrs Beverley McConnell, QSM
At the 2010 Annual General Meeting at Gisborne, Mrs Bev McConnell was elected one of our two Vice
Patrons the other is Ralph Ballinger.

Bev has been a member of the Institute for many years and an Associate of Honour since 1998. She is the
owner and creator of Ayrlies, her large country garden in Whitford, which is recognised as one of New
Zeal andds greatest gardens, indeed, one of the wor
from its exceptional design and horticultural excellence. It can be considered as a work of art, as a great
cultural achievement. It is a garden that continues to advance and over recent years Bev has been developing a
very extensive wetland. She retains an infectious enthusiasm for plants and for gardens.

Bevds wider contributions to horticulture include
Flower Show, the Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust and thezdaland Gardens Trust, for which she was one

of the senior assessors and trustee. Her position as an assessor gave immediate credibility to the assessment
system. She has also contributed significantly to the development of the Auckland Botanic Gardens.

We are delighted that she has accepted this new position with the Institute. We are even more delighted that
her many contributions to horticulture and to the
Honours when she was awarded the Queends Service N

Auckland Branch visit to Ayrlies

The Auckland Branch of the Institute and friends visited Ayrlies, home and garden of Bev McConnell, on 8th
May 2010. The morning was spent in the garden itself, admiring in particular some of the autumn colours. In
the afternoon we wal ked around Bevf6s most recent j
landscaping on a grand scale with thousands of plants being added each year. A quick visit to her nursery
completed a very successful day. Bev waived her usual entrance fee and instead asked us to make a donation
to her local church.
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In thanking Bev for a wonderful day

and for spending so long with us,

Chris Webb congratulated her on

recently being elected as a Vice
Patron of the Institute. In responding

she made it clear how much she ap-
preciated the honour.

Thanks to Andrew Maloy for the

photograph showing the group in

front of Bevd&s rockery and swi mming
pool. Bev is in the middle row, third

from the right, Chris Webb, far right,

front row.

RNZIH New Zealand Gardens Trust

A Century of Sunzour Gisborne Conference

What a basket of goodies Gisborne had in store for members and supporters of the NZGT present at
A Century of Sun,the 2010 Annual Conference. Gisborne itself is the first attraction, as it was new
territory to many members including myself. Flying down from Auckland over rugged bushclad hills with
Mt Hikurangi a distinctive landmark way out to the east was a thrill, especially when there appeared
beneath us a sudden concentrated splash of autumnal colour amongst the sober greens of the bush clad
hill country. Could this be the legendary Eastwoodhill? Then the wide fertile valley of Poverty Bay
opening out to a sparkling blue sea, beautiful beaches and the sun gloriously shining. For those of us who
arrived in time for the garden visits on Friday 23 April, we were to discover on the ground the beauty of
this countryside.

But before this, those present for the RNZIH Banks Memorial Lecture on the Thursday evening, were

shown a historic tirdee of early plant collectors up to Sir Joseph Banks, before being challenged by

DrKei th Hammett on the meaning of ©&ébiodiversityd e
plant collections in the face of tight biosecurity. How does biodiversity fit with this? Will we ever know?

A stimulating and thoughtful entrée to a weekend of horticultural delights.

Next morning it was up and off to gardens, beginn
on a hillside above Wainui beach. The extensive pathways and boardwatissiogsthe slopes were

admirable as were other structures. Amongst the extensive plantings and sculptural features, native plants
were a feature, especially gorgeous sta@asdyfline austialia lush depression around the large pond.

Back to the city and the 6Bermuda Palms Banana Re
climate we were enjoying. There were many funky and creative features for children in this tiny banana

pl antation with the impressive name. Then up to Ol
black burnt wood reed sculpture nestling amongst pukas and lancewoods were memorable.

Lunch was at Acton Estate, an extensive and elegant Edwardian house, surrounded by many of the
mature trees which were features of Al fred Buxtor
English garden of deciduous trees, roses and perennials was our next visit. The healthy flonferous state

the roses for |l ate April was amazing. Country vi e
the lake and wondered at a huge ornamental grape climbing to the summit of a mature Conifer.

Finally we arrived at Paringahau Station, and were intrigued to see the Mediterranean formality of a new
garden developing over the footprint of the old.

The Conference was officially opened on Saturday morning by the Mayor of Gisborne, Meng Foon, and
by 9am we wer e on the buses agai n. Thi s ti me t
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