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President’s Comments 
As we swing away from the balmy days of summer 
the New Zealand Gardens Trust conference is 
rapidly coming up over the horizon in Dunedin. 
The programme is out now so look for it on the 
NZGT website. Alongside the conference the 
RNZIH AGM will be held followed by this year’s 
awards and the Banks Memorial Lecture. 
 
The Banks lecturer this year is Mr Alan Matchett, 
Manager of the Dunedin Botanic Gardens. Alan 
will be speaking of 150 years of Botanic Gardens in 
New Zealand. Most of you will be aware that both 
Christchurch and Dunedin Botanic Gardens 
celebrate their 150th anniversaries this year. 
 
I am happy to report that Dr Keith Hammett has 
agreed to be nominated for President of the 
Institute to take my place when I step down at this 
year’s AGM. Keith is an internationally recognised 
plant breeder with a wide range of horticultural 
interests and contacts. He has a long association 
with the RNZIH and was one of the instigators of 
our first plant collection register in the 1990s. 
Keith was profiled in our December 2012 journal. 
Also from the Auckland Branch, we warmly 
welcome Penny Cliffin’s nomination onto the 
executive. 
 
As we celebrate the success of our Trusts we are 
also aware of the challenge of growing our 
membership to the RNZIH. The Institute is not 
alone in this and I am sure many of you are 
familiar with organisations having the same issues. 
 
We have sought over the past few years to reflect 
your canvassed views but the reality is that the 
Institute continues to struggle financially and 
much of the work that is done falls under the radar 
though we do make an effort to report it. There is 
increasing pressure to realise real, tangible 
member benefits from subscriptions but beyond 

the RNZIH New Zealand Garden Journal we 
struggle to do so. 
 
Has the Institute reached the end of the road? 
Maybe. Financially it will continue to be a 
challenge. If our membership continues to decline 
so too will the mana of our awards and the validity 
of our voice. 
 
It is my belief that the Institute does continue to 
have something to offer but it must be as an 
organisation rather than a few individuals 
determined to keep it afloat. It can have an 
advocacy role as evidenced in the New Zealand 
Plant Collection Register project. I have ensured 
that the Institute has remained visible during the 
Industry Training Organisation reshuffle, the 
qualifications review and, for the first time in 
several years, we submitted a nomination for the 
Loder Cup. Let us also not forget the Institute’s 
association with Young Horticulturist of the Year, 
the success of the Notable Trees Trust online NZ 
Tree Register, and as the very foundation on which 
the New Zealand Gardens Trust was built. 
 
Some will ask: “does that matter to me?” I would 
suggest that yes, it should matter. We cannot each 
stand alone – collectively we have a voice. 
Collectively we should believe in the integrity and 
value of horticulture practised to its highest 
standards, we should be protecting our knowledge 
from loss, we should care about the conservation 
of our exotic and native plants and be the voice for 
both where no other can be. 
 
Or we can say that’s it’s too hard and pull down 
the shutters. The future of the Institute is in your 
hands and its executive will be guided by you at 
the AGM on 5th April. 
 
David Sole 
President, RNZIH 
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New look newsletter and PO Box 
 
We have given this issue of the Newsletter a slightly 
different look. We hope you like it and find it clearer 
to read. Note also that our postal box has changed 
from PO Box 12 to PO Box 85012. 

Congratulations 
 
Few of you may know that the RNZIH are the In-
ternational Cultivar Registration Authority (ICRA) 
for several native genera – the hebes, Coprosma, 
Leptospermum, Phormium and Pittosporum
(www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/icralist.htm). 
 
Compared to the numerous native plant cultivars, 
relatively few are documented through commer-
cial Plant Variety Rights (PVR). International Culti-
var Registration is therefore an effective tool for 
documenting those that do not go through the 
PVR process. Cultivar registration allows cultivars 
names, origins, parentage and descriptions to be 
captured. 
 
Lawrie Metcalf has held the position of Registrar 
since the RNZIH was first accepted as an authority 
in 1958. As part of his position, Lawrie prepared 
the major International Register of Hebe Cultivars 
published by the RNZIH in 2001. After 55 years, 
Lawrie is stepping down and the RNZIH sincerely 
thank him for his extraordinary years of service as 
our Registrar. 
 
Congratulations to Murray Dawson who has 
agreed to become the new Registrar. Murray was 
chosen by Lawrie as his successor as he is a bota-
nist who has published authoritative articles on 
cultivar origins (Agapanthus, Leptospermum and 
Metrosideros) and is leading the New Zealand 
Plant Collection Register project. 
 
Lawrie and Murray are keen to open all native 
genera to the cultivar registration process, by 
establishing a NZ Cultivar Registration Authority, 
still appropriately over-arched by the ICRA. 
 
2013 RNZIH Awardees 
Our congratulations to our 2013 RNZIH award 
recipients: 
 

Ian Baldick, of Auckland, who received the 
Plant Raisers’ Award for his Magnolia 
breeding work. 
Neiel Drain, of Christchurch for becoming 
our newest Associate of Honour (AHRIH). 

 
Their full award citations will be published in the 
next issue of our journal (New Zealand Garden 
Journal, Vol. 16, No. 1, June 2013). 

http://www.ishs.org/sci/icralist/icralist.htm
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RNZIH New Zealand Gardens Trust 
 
NZGT 2013 Conference: Deep South – Dramatic and Diverse 
 
The final programme, speaker and garden profiles are on the NZGT website – see: 
 

www.gardens.org.nz/events/ 
 
Registrations are now closed for the NZGT Conference. 
 
 

RNZIH 2013 Annual General Meeting 
 
This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held at the NZGT conference venue. The 2013 RNZIH Awards 
will be presented following the AGM. 
 
Venue: St Margaret’s College, 333 Leith Street, Dunedin. 
Date: Friday 5 April 2013. 
Time: 6.00 pm. 
 
Agenda:  
 

1. Present 
2. Apologies 
3. In Memoriam 
4. Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting 
5. President’s Report 
6. Financial Report (Statement of Accounts 2012 and Budget for 2013) 
7. Election of Officers 
8. General Business 

8.1 Subscriptions 
8.2 Notable Trees 
8.3 Publications 
8.4 RNZIH NZ Gardens Trust 
 – Chairman’s report 
 – Nomination of Trustee(s) 
 – Other business 
8.5 BGANZ-NZ Region 
8.6 RNZIH NZ Education Trust 
8.7 Branch Reports (Auckland, Canterbury Branches) 

9. Awards 
9.1  Plant Raisers’ Award 
9.2  Associate of Honour. 

 
 
Note: there will be nibbles before the AGM at 5.15-6.00 pm for $10 p.p. (cash bar), and a BBQ after the 
Banks Memorial Lecture from 7.30 pm for $38 p.p. (cash bar). Please RSVP to Irene by email: 
 

Irene Collins, Administration Manager 
Cellphone: 027 NZGTrst (027 694 8778) 
Email: nzgt@rnzih.org.nz 

 

http://www.gardens.org.nz/events/
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Banks Memorial Lecture: 
150 years of Botanic Gardens in New Zealand 

 
By Alan Matchett 
 
The Banks Memorial Lecture is a free lecture open 
to the public. It commemorates Sir Joseph Banks, 
botanist on Captain Cook’s first voyage to 
New Zealand. During a later distinguished scien-
tific career, he was Director of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew, London. 
 
Venue: St Margaret’s College, 333 Leith Street, 
Dunedin. 
Date: Friday 5 April 2013. 
Time: 6.45 pm. 
Cost: Free. 
 
Abstract 
Until New Zealand’s settlements were established 
and managed, ‘botanical reserves’ were really only 
the well intentioned consideration of ‘Settlement 
Boards’ – town planners otherwise employed by 
the new colony’s sponsors. Fortunately though 
most clearly identified botanical reserves and do-
mains were on their proposed settlement plans. 
Some plans were drawn up under the direction of 
Settlement Boards in London and Edinburgh 
where they were drafted with little knowledge of 
the topography or understanding of the site. Oth-
ers plans drafted in New Zealand at that time had 
only little more consideration of their siting. Most reserves and domains were drawn sited at the edge of 
the settlements to provide a green boundary or belt of reserve land delineating town and country. How-
ever, as we know, many of these have now been engulfed by urbanisation and expansion of our cities. 
 
This presentation will trace some of history around the early establishment of New Zealand botanic gar-
dens, through to the 150th anniversaries of Christchurch and Dunedin Botanic Gardens this year, and 
will highlight challenges and significant periods of change and development. 
 
Biography 
Alan is Team Leader – Curator of Dunedin Botanic Garden. He is also New Zealand Vice President of 
BGANZ-NZ (Botanic Gardens Australia & New Zealand) and has: 
 

Been employed at the Dunedin City Council since February 1980 
Held various management positions 
Completed an Apprenticeship with Trades Certificate 
Gained a RNZIH National Certificate of Horticulture 
Been Regional Chairman of Botanic Garden Australia & New Zealand (BGANZ-NZ) network. 
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RNZIH Education Trust 
 
The 2013 Young Horticulturist of the Year 
Partnering sponsors: AGMARDT, Fruitfed Supplies, Turners & Growers. 
 
Supporting Sponsors: Bayer, Massey University, NZ Gardener magazine, 
NZ Horticulture ITO, NZ Winegrowers, OnGas. 
 
Affiliated Sponsors: NZ Gourmet, Everris, Yara Fertilisers, City Parks Ser-
vices, ANZ, Manukau Institute of Technology, Yates. 
 
Friends to the Competition: Auckland Botanic Gardens, Cornwall Park 
Trust, Rainbow Park Nurseries. 
 
The 2013 Young Horticulturist of the Year was launched this month with a printed four page brochure 
supported by a media release. The brochures will be distributed to a range of suppliers throughout the 
horticulture industry. 
 
The sectors involved in the 2013 competition include: 

Horticulture NZ – Fruit and Vegetable sectors 
NZ Winegrowers  
NZ Recreation Association – Amenity Horticulture 
Nursery and Garden Industry of New Zealand 
Landscaping New Zealand 
Floristry NZ Inc. 

 
Sector competitions will take place throughout the country from May through until late August 2013. 
The winner of each sector competition will go forward to represent their sector in the Grand Final of the 
Young Horticulturist of the Year to be held 13–14 November 2013. The Education Trust expects to have 
up to seven competitors in the Grand Final. The awards dinner will take place on Thursday 14 November 
at the Rendezvous Hotel, Auckland city. 
 
The Education Trust extends their grateful appreciation to the supporters of the competition, who have 
supported the event for a number of years along with the addition of one or two new sponsors this year. 
The Education Trust also thanks NZ Winegrowers for their financial support for this years’ competition. 
The Education Trust is seeking additional funding support from a range of areas including philanthropic 
gifting to cover a current shortfall of funding. Planning for the November event is now well underway. 
 
The 2012 winner, Braden Crosby plans to view viticulture production in France, Germany and Italy later 
in the year. The second placegetter, Andrew Scott plans to head to the United States in June or July 2013 
to view vegetable production techniques. 
 
The 2012 Young Leaders Forum 
Sponsored by Bayer, Fruitfed Supplies, Turners & Growers, ANZ. 
 
In a new initiative implemented in 2012, recent finalists in the competition are invited to a two-day fo-
rum to hear presentations from leading suppliers in the horticulture industry and receive an introduction 
to leadership. As an added bonus, the finalists are able to network with each other and build up their 
contacts across the industry. 
 
The Young Leaders Forum will take place in May 2013 where the 2012 finalists will hear presentations 
from Bayer, Frutifed Supplies, Turners & Growers, as well as receive an introduction to leadership, pre-
sented by ANZ. 
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RNZIH Notable Trees Trust 

 
New Trees and New Year’s Resolutions 
Several people took up our challenge to get cracking and become an active contributor to the NZ Tree 
Register. Two people stand out in particular – Darryl Judd of Palmerston North and Phil Sale of Tauranga 
– well done chaps! Another keen contributor has been Matt Smillie of Wellington on his quest to track 
down many of the trees S.W. Burstall considered to be the largest/best in the country. 
 
New Zealand Tree Register Highlights 

Norfolk Island pine (BPR/1068; 404 Points). Yatton Park, Tauranga. Second tallest in the 
World (51.4 m) 
Bunya Bunya (BPR/1025; 341 Points). Yatton Park, Tauranga. NZ Champ 
Queensland kauri (BPR/1026; 376 Points). Yatton Park, Tauranga. NZ Champ 
Redwood (BPR/1072; 494 Points). Memorial Grove, Rotorua. Tallest in NZ (68.7 m) 
Chinese swamp cypress (CR/1071; 219 Points). Botanic Gardens, Christchurch. NZ Champ 
River she-oak (BPR/1063; 348 Points). Hunter Estate Reserve, Katikati. NZ Champ 
Bermuda cedar (AR/1070; 191 Points). Parnell, Auckland. NZ Champ 
Giant sequoia (CR/1074; 536 Points). Botanic Gardens, Christchurch. ‘The Prince Alfred 
Tree’. 

 
Undoing History 
Occasionally we come across trees previously recorded where errors have been made. Sometimes trees 
have been listed as the wrong species or simply an error was made measuring it. In some instances mul-
tiple-stemmed trees have been measured as a single measurement. It is very hard to ‘undo’ a record 
once it is created so from time to time we will profile trees that fall into this category. 

http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1068
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1025
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1026
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1072
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1071
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1063
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1070
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1074
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The Frimley Park river she-oak (HBR/203), near Havelock North, is one of those trees. For-
mer paper records showed this tree to be very big. A recent update revealed that it is a 
double stem. 
The ANZAC Park American elm (NNR/775), once recorded as the only large tree of this spe-
cies recorded in New Zealand was finally confirmed to be a Dutch elm after it was recently 
removed. 

 
Bunya Bunya Tree Hunt 
Three new Bunya pines have been added to the NZTR following our call to chase down prominent speci-
mens of this tree. New trees were added from Christchurch (CR/1056), Auckland (AR/1069) and Tau-
ranga (BPR/1061). Do you know of a Bunya Bunya that is not listed on the NZTR? If so, take the time to 
measure, photograph and create a permanent online record of it. 
 
Old Photographs 
Do you have any old historic photos of notable 
trees? We are looking for old photos like this 
c. 1969 S.W. Burstall image of the Frimley Poplar 
(illustrated right). The tree was considered to be, 
and still is, the largest deciduous tree in New Zea-
land and one of the largest poplars in the world 
(although it looks a little different now – see 
HBR/210). 
 
Images can be sent to the Trust’s email or postal 
address shown on our website. Please include the 
photographer’s name, date taken and any details 
of the tree and subjects included with permission 
for us to use the image. 
 
Sponsors 
Is your organisation looking to support a good 
cause? Consider joining our growing list of Annual 
Supporters of the Trust. Maybe you might even be 
in a position to become a Region Sponsor. See our 
NZNTT Sponsors List and contact us for more in-
formation. 
 
The Notable Trees Team 
 

Summarised from the March 2013 NZNTT e-newsletter. If you want to join their mailing list, 
subscribe online at www.notabletrees.org.nz. 

 
 

New Zealand Plant Collection Register: 
March 2013 update 

 
Since my last report in December 2012, we are continuing the process of organising the huge lists of cul-
tivar names from the horticultural literature. Obtaining records from collections holders has also been 
slow, and we will be ramping up our efforts for this crucial part of the project. Most recent progress has 
been made on the co-funded project to digitise the Duncan & Davies Nursery Catalogue collection, as 
outlined overleaf. 
 

http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/203
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/775
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1056
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1069
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/1061
http://register.notabletrees.org.nz/tree/view/210
http://www.notabletrees.org.nz
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Duncan & Davies Nursery Catalogue Collection 
In previous updates of this newsletter (No. 2, 2012; No. 3, 2012), I mentioned the associated project to 
digitise the Duncan & Davies Nursery catalogues from about 1916 to 2004. In December 2012 we had 
scanned 40 catalogues – now we have scanned 92 catalogues that are awaiting the full digitisation pro-
cess. We originally estimated that there were about 100 catalogues. However, comparing the Plant & 
Food Research library (Mt Albert, Auckland) holdings with the collection index at Puke Ariki (New Plym-
outh), suggests that there may be more than 150 catalogues. 
 
If any of our members can contribute spare D&D catalogues in good condition, we would gratefully re-
ceive them to fill some of our gaps in coverage. 
 
Our sincere thanks to the Lincoln University library, and especially the Plant & Food Research library, for 
making their collections available for scanning. 
 
We are also very grateful to the George Mason Trust who have recently pledged $5000 towards this  
associated project. 
 
Murray Dawson 
New Zealand Plant Collection Register Project  
collections@rnzih.org.nz 

 

mailto:collections@rnzih.org.nz

