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Introduction

1 work for the pest animals section, Biosecurity
Department of the Wellington Regional Council. I'm
responsible for the western half of our region, which
covers, four cities and one District Council. Our pests
include possums, rabbits, magpies, wasps, mustelids,
rooks and feral goats.

This presentation will focus on possums in urban
forest remnants. I will mainly cover Wellington City
examples.

¢ Wellington City in particular is clothed with a liv-
ing cloak of forest with houses inserted off streets
on this steep hilly terrain.

¢ From a distance this meshing of housing/urban life
and the forest canopy is evident.

o This creates in effect, a continuous habitat for ani-
mal pests such as possums. As you can appreciate
it creates special problems in controlling possums
and yet balancing issues of public safety.

¢ The most simple request, from the public, involves
pesky possums annoying householders with their:

* blood curdling shrieks at night

* taking up residence in house walls, floors, ceil-
'ings or chimneys

e feeding on prime garden specimens especially
roses, just starting to grow at this time of year

¢ Dbalcony planter boxes are also targeted

» possum droppings are left behind on paths

These singular nuisance problems are best treated
with a Timms trap. The urban saviour for possum
control.

e However some possum problems are on a large
scale. Bush remnants, urban conservation type
parks are often surrounded by housing. Home
owners rightfully point out that the possums are
coming from council land and it is up to the council
to control them. The four cities throughout the
greater Wellington area have these types of com-
plaints. These complaints are not efficiently treated
with Timms traps on the residential fringe. A
complete possum control operation is required to
target possums through the reserve network.

¢ The Wellington Regional Council’s Biosecurity Pest
Strategy has made provision for the control of pos-
sums in the interest of environmental values as
well as the usual economic values, such as TB vec-

tor control, forestry and horticulture.

It was realised that possum control for conserva-
tion reasons is not a financially rewarding under
taking for landowners. Therefore regionally
funded possum control in such ecosystems is
justified.

Our pest strategy makes provision for the control
of possums for conservation reasons under the Key
Native Ecosystem (KNE) programme. This in -
volves surveying bush remnants using a scoring
process and developing a priority scoring to decide
which areas are eligible for regionally funded
possum control.

The KNE Process

* The process starts with a local landowner or
council reserves officer approaching us with a
request to treat possums in a native forest remnant
or reserve.

We conduct a KNE survey, assessing and scoring
the following points:

* Recording all plant and animal species present.

* Preparing comment on protected status,
fencing, previous surveys, vegetation associa-
tion, site specific issues.

* Allocating a DoC score for plants.

¢ Allocating a DoC score for animals.

¢ Allocating a DoC score for vulnerability to
possum damage.

* Allocating a regional score based on public
access and regional value.

¢ Following the final KNE score, a decision is made
on whether to fund possum control.

¢  Wherever possible we try to involve the landowner
in a partnership for possum control. This ranges
from half share of costs with city councils, to
materials and set-up provided by WRC with
landowners providing their labour.

The information that we gather during the survey
is fed back to the DoC natural areas database. On
several occasions we have discovered endangered
or regionally rare species and a DoC “Species
Record Sheet””, is completed e.g. Gastrodia, Large
Leafed Milk Tree, Mistletoe, tree gecko etc.

e During the survey process and from initial identifi-
cation of potential KNE survey sites, the Welling
ton Botanical Society has been excellent at provid-
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