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Introduction

Wellington owes much of its character to its Town Belt
- a legacy of the early settlers. It was set aside by the
New Zealand Company in 1839 and held originally by
Central Government. Under the 1873 Deed, the Town
Belt was conveyed to the Wellington City Council for
the “enjoyment of the public”.

At first, the Town Belt was simply an area of open
space close to the city for people to enjoy walking,
picnicking and sightseeing. Over the years it has
undergone many changes. Between 1840 and 1940
more than one third of the original 625 hectares was
removed from the Town Belt with the majority of this
occurring while under the Crown’s control. Victoria
University, parts of Kelburn and Vogeltown, Welling-
ton Hospital, Government House and Wellington
College are all built on land that was once part of the
Town Belt.

As the city expanded, parts were also taken for roads
and public works. Since 1940 there have been few
encroachments. Land has, in fact, been recently added
to the Town Belt.

A significant part of the Town Belt has also been
developed for public and club recreational facilities -
sports grounds, tennis and squash courts, golf course,
bowling and croquet greens, playgrounds and parks.

The native forest that originally covered much of the
Town Belt was cleared and until the 1920s the land was
grazed. Consequently, much of the area was bare of
trees for 50 years or more.

From the 1870s to the 1930s, mainly pine, macrocarpa
and gums were extensively planted to beautify the
hills and control the spread of gorse. These plantations
are now mature and native vegetation is also regener-
ating.

The Town Belt currently comprises 425 hectares of
which 388 hectares are legally held upon trust and
subject to the powers of the Deed. The 37 hectares that
is not subject to the Deed is nevertheless managed as
part of the Town Belt (e.g., 25 hectares comprises the
Botanic Garden).

The Town Belt Management Plan

The Town Belt Management Plan adheres to both the
spirit and content of the original 1873 Deed. The Deed
in effect is a self-contained code, which provides for
the use, maintenance and protection of the Town Belt.
However, the Deed in some respects is too general to

provide certain guidance and direction. The Welling-
ton City Council recognised the need for a comprehen-
sive Management Plan that provides for continuity of
management and contains detailed policies on many
matters not anticipated at the time the Deed was
prepared.

Initial work on the draft plan, started in 1991, involved
research and the preparation of a series of background
reports covering the legal, administrative, vegetation,
landscape, recreation, history and Maori aspects.
Public submissions were invited in 1991 and 120
submissions, many of which were very detailed, were
received from organisations and individuals.

A Town Belt Management Plan Sub-Committee was
established by Council in late 1993 to draft and review
policies and oversee the preparation of the Plan. Public
submissions on the draft plan were called for and
many were received. Hearings were held to consider
the submissions and numerous amendments were
made. On 14 December 1994 Wellington City Council
formally adopted the Plan.

Structure of the Plan

The Management Plan consists of Part 1, General
Policies, and Part 2, covering policies specific to the 9
management areas within the Town Belt; Tinakori Hill,
Kelburn Park, Aro Valley, Brooklyn Hills, Macalister
Park, Golf Links/ Mt Albert, Newtown/ Crawford,
Hataitai Park, and Mt Victoria.

The Botanic Gardens and Zoo, although part of the
Town Belt, have their own comprehensive plans and so
are not covered specifically.

The management areas were defined so that, where
necessary, policies specific to the varied localities
within the Town Belt could be clearly explained and
identified. Complementary to the General Policies,
these also reflect the spirit and interest of the Deed.

Part 1, General Policies, include brief background
information on the legal description, physical and
natural environment, history, Maori issues and current
use.

The General Policies document also contains the aims
and objectives, and policies that affect the whole of the
Town Belt. These are arranged under four separate
headings:

e  Administration

e Recreation
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