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The historic lands of Ngati Hinewaka, a South Wairarapa
hapu (subtribe) of Ngati Kahungunu comprise 1250
hectares surrounding Matakitaki-a-Kupe (Cape Palliser).
The land contains some of the earliest evidence of
human habitation in Aotearoa/New Zealand. It also
includes significant natural landscape features as well as
plant species that are classified as rare or endangered.
The hapu are implementing a programme to revegetate
the lands and restore the landscape while at the same
time retaining productive grazing on the coastal terraces.

The programme involves establishing a nursery to
propagate and grow locally sourced plants to enhance
natural regeneration; training in techniques of plant
propagation and production, and revegetation planning
and implementation. The long term aim is to provide
sustainable management of this historically and botani-
cally significant part of the coastline, and horticultural
skills for members of the hapu. The programme is being
implemented in partnership with academic staff of the
Open Polytechnic of New Zealand.

Introduction

Whatu ngarongaro he tangata, toitu he whenua
-Man perishes, but the land remains

On 14th December 1993 the New Zealand Government
returned a 20-hectare block of land at Matakitaki-a-
Kupe (Cape Palliser) to the Ngati Hinewaka hapu of
the southern Wairarapa. The Crown had taken this
land which is in the centre of 1250 hectares owned by
the hapu, in 1897 as a site for the Cape Palliser light-
house. The return of the land provided the incentive
for Ngati Hinewaka as the kaitiaki or guardians of the
area, to consider an integrated plan for managing and
developing their remaining ancestral lands. A strategic
plan was developed after a series of hui (meetings).
The Ngati Hinewaka me ona Karangaranga Charitable
Trust was established to act as the legal and organisa-
tional umbrella for implementing the plan. The two
main aims of the strategic plan are:

1. Re-immersion and re-education of Ngati Hinewaka
in their history and culture

2. Regeneration and rehabilitation of the ancestral
lands centred on Matakitaki-a-Kupe

Regeneration of the land, includes re-establishment of
the forest cover on the steep coastal hillsides, and
preservation and conservation of the plants endemic to
the area, (some of which are classified as rare and
endangered), and rehabilitation of the foreshore and
immediate marine environment.

A fundamental component of the plan is a training
programme for the hapu. To meet that objective, and to
provide technical expertise, staff of The Open Poly-
technic of New Zealand became partners in the project.
Funds for the work were provided by the Environment
and Heritage Fund of the New Zealand Lottery Grants
Board.

Maori Occupation at Matakitaki-a-Kupe

The early history of this area is associated with the
explorer Kupe, who is said to have preceded the
arrival of the ancestral canoes (circa 1000AD) and
circumnavigated both islands. (Orbell 1985). Many of
the place names and features attest to his exploits; one
such place is Nga Ra o Kupe, two massive stone
formations which represent the sails of Kupe which
were hung up to dry. (Te Whaiti 1994). Matakitaki-a-
Kupe is a contraction of -Te Matakitakinga a Kupe ki
Kaikoura ki te waahi i haere ai te tamahine a Kupe. -"the
gazing of Kupe towards Kaikoura the place where the
daughter of Kupe had gone”. (Te Whaiti ibid), and
refers to the area of land in Palliser Bay between the
Mangatoetoe Stream in the west and the Waitutuma
stream in the east. (Fig 1.)

When Europeans arrived in the Wairarapa in the 1840s,
the Maori population was of the Ngati Kahungunu iwi
(tribe) - descendants of forebears who came to
Aotearoa on the Takitimu canoe. Before settling in the
Wairarapa they had lived in Hawkes Bay, having
moved there from Poverty Bay in the early fifteenth
century. On arrival, they found the district occupied by
the Rangitane people who were willing to cede
ownership of the land in exchange for canoes and
weapons. By 1650, Ngati Kahungunu were in control
of southern Wairarapa. (Aburn 1987)

Ngati Hinewaka, a hapu of Ngati Kahungunu, settled
in the Palliser Bay area and co-existed peaceably with
other hapu for some time. However, a dispute in
which a woman of Ngati Hinewaka was killed led to
the decimation of the hapu of the offender and even-
tual control of the Cape Palliser district by Ngati
Hinewaka (Te Whaiti 1994). On 10 July 1871, the area,
known as the Matakitaki block, was set aside by crown
grant to ten owners of Ngati Hinewaka descent. This
was a formal recognition by the government that these
people were the local tangata whenua (people of the
land) of this land (Leach 1991)

Most of the land, consisting of 1250 hectares, is still
owned by Ngati Hinewaka. That immediately sur-
rounding the Cape Palliser lighthouse was recently
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