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   Chairman  Dr Keith Hammett            Secretary  Di Smith       
    Email  nzclivia@clear.net.nz            Website    www.nzclivia.org.nz 
    Postal Address     71 Taylor Road Mangere Bridge  Auckland New Zealand 
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Dear Members and Friends 
 
The Hamilton  Flower & Garden Fantasia was a great success. This was the beginning of an extremely 
busy time for us as a Committee. Next up are the Clivia Shows throughout October, in Auckland, 
Whangarei, Tauranga and New Plymouth and then onto the Ellerslie Flower Show in November (15 – 
20).   An exhausting, but exciting  time ahead!  Much of this NewZLetter is taken up with promoting 
these events and fixtures.  We have secured a sponsorship deal with the Weekend Gardener. This will 
be a wonderful help with promoting the shows.  
 
It is with much regret that the Committee have accepted Keith Hammett’s retirement as Chairman. Keith 
has been an encouragement and support to the Club and its members since inauguration. While 
Chairman, he identified and named C. Robusta, convinced DoC that they were delusional when they 
published ‘clivia is considered a weed’ and many other achievements.  Keith is currently working hard to 
ensure that all species of Clivia are included in the ‘ERMA approved list of plants’.  Alas, all is not lost, 
Keith has accepted nomination to the position of Patron of our Club and also Technical Advisor. The 
entire Committee will be nominating Keith for both of these positions. The positions will be created at the 
AGM in October.  We are very fortunate to have a supportive membership base. Ian Baldick has 
accepted a nomination as Chairman. We are sure that the Club can only head in a more positive and 
fulfilled direction with such an energetic and enthusiastic person at the helm.  We encourage you to 
attend the AGM on Saturday 8 October at 5pm. 
 
And speaking of the AGM, the dinner will follow afterwards. Tickets are limited and are selling fast. John 
van der Linde from South Africa will be the speaker. 
 
Those of you who ordered a copy of the newly published ‘Cultivation of Clivias’ should have received 
them by now. Its very exciting to have practical books, written by competent Clivia-people for the 
masses, available to all enthusiasts - must for your library. 
 
Further updates are included from Antoinette and our friends in South Africa. Many of you have written 
to say how helpful Antoinette’s articles on sprays and germinating have been. Chris Vlok is President of 
the Clivia Society and written an article on his local stamping ground of Pretoria. John has written on the 
values of visiting Cape Town and surrounding areas. Both men are adamant that as many Kiwis as 
possible should visit South Africa next September (2006) for the Clivia Conference and associated 
tours. Willie Le Roux (you met him in the March NewZLetter) will be visiting us in March/April next year. 
We will let you know when meetings are scheduled. 
 
Finally, thanks to you our supportive members. Your contributions of articles and photos are appreciated 
as is your attendance at meetings. Keep up the good work and please, come and say Hi and make 
yourself known at the shows. 
 
Kindest regards 
From the Editorial Team 
Di, Murray and Stuart 

STOP PRESS !!!!!!!    There are 5 tickets left for the Auckland Clivia Show 
Dinner Saturday 8th October after the AGM. Only $25 per head (incl pre-dinner 
drinks and nibbles). Email nzclivia@clear.net.nz or phone 09-6346807 to reserve. 
Numbers are limited due to room size. A ‘surprise’ Lucky Dip for all diners. 



TONY BARNES 
WINNER OF THE CLIVIA 

SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION Section : 

C. nobilis 
 
We are very proud of Tony (a NZCC committee member and 
Clivia Society NZ representative), he has again taken out a 
winners photo in the Clivia Society Photographic 
Competition.  You will remember that Tony won overall photo 
last year with his ‘Ngamamaku Clivias’. 
 
Congratulations and Well Done Tony from all of us.  

From Hamilton  - Clivias at the Orchid Show !! 
 

It was a privilege to have been invited to exhibit Clivias at the Orchid 
and Flower Show in Hamilton over the last 5 days (but very 
exhausting). New members signed up, and we sold a large number of 
the newly published book ‘Cultivation of Clivias’, in fact have sent an 
SOS to Sth Africa for further books. 
 
It was wonderful to at last meet David Banks, one of our Sydney 
members and spend lunchtime Sunday with him  catching up – David 
was the Orchid Society’s Guest Speaker and he’s promised to give a 
talk to us sometime soon).  
 
Special thanks to all the volunteers who assisted with setting up and 
manning the exhibits – Mary Colquhoun, Wendy Hickmott, John 
Meyer, Bev Wade and Stuart Hill. To those who provided display 
plants – Murray Gow, Terry and Lindsey Hatch, David Brundell, Mary 
Colquhoun, Margaret Liddell – what would we do without your 
wonderful support – a huge grateful and appreciative thankyou !!   
 
Enjoy the photos, we had a ball and a lot of fun – Terry and Lindsey 
kept us sane !!  Peggy Pike won a bronze medal for her beautiful 
display stand. 
Ps. We also won a Prize !! A bottle of wine each for the Exhibit that 
was moved the most number of times by the organisers  – can you 
believe 3 times !!  Never mind, it all worked out in the end and we 
don’t remember drinking the wine ! 
 
Di Smith (Secretary) 

Left – Lindsey  
Hatch caught 
sleeping on the 
job..  
 
Above right – 
Mary Colquhoun 
 
Right – Terry 
Hatch’s dark red 
interspecific 
(nearly finished 
flowering, 
caulescens x 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The shortest day has rained past several weeks ago, and in 
 Northland we can at last say  the ground is wet. Very wet.  
Everywhere. Which is good for the young Nikau plants that I  
have recently planted in my new clivia patch. And no, I have  
not pillaged them from the bush. I have removed them from  
one of our bush-edged forestry tracks, which they were  
intent on colonising where traffic has been infrequent. 
 Unfortunately my bulb removal exercise back in the  
summer months appears to have been somewhat ineffective.  
There are still copious quantities of Belladonna, easy to spot  
now they are in leaf, and the ever irrepressible wild Snowdrops. 
The latter flowering with cheerful defiance right in the middle of  
my 'pathway'.  Note here the inverted commas. The path is  
well down the development track, so to speak. I fancy a gently  
winding arrangement of old bricks. The reality firmly planted in  
my imagination only.  
 Regular scrutiny in this part of the garden indicates that the wild pig has not returned here. However 
it has since become evident that Pig has a number of colleagues.  And I hear you wondering… what sort 
of a place do you live in? So perhaps I should refer to the problem creatures with a slightly more 
reverential terminology.  Actually, terminate would be a better word. But for now they seem immune to 
this, so perhaps I should refer to them as the Truffle Hunters for appearances sake. 
  Some years back I purchased a couple of  'Peachy Pink' coloured clivia seedlings. After the 
prerequisite period of decency, they flowered, to reveal the same coloured flower as the 'Aurea'  clivias  
which I had previously purchased. Meanwhile one of the 'Peachies' had developed a faint yellow striping 
on some leaves. Fearing the worst, but mindful of the investment, I decided to isolate the plant. I moved 
it to another part of the garden far from any other clivia. The chosen spot was a bit wet underfoot at the 
time, so I made it a small raised bed with pieces of tree trunk and the stem of a deceased Cabbage 
Tree. 
 Meanwhile, Keith has kindly identified the stripes as 'insipient variegation', and I am happy to report 
that a more recent offshoot has an almost half-decent variegation, and with a bit of imagination some 
faint stripes can be detected on this season's berries. Exciting stuff for a mere amateur, like myself. 
Well, I think so anyway.  
 It just so happened that towards the end of this very long, dry autumn, the Truffle Hunters became 
very interested in this part of the garden. On many occasions excited snorting could be heard coming 
from the vicinity of my 'variegated' clivia. Sometimes in broad daylight. Sometimes when I was just a 
metre or two away. And all with careless disregard for my clivia plant, which has meanwhile suffered the 
loss of some leaves, a bent peduncle and a punctured berry. Enraged, I was prompted to call in some 
Truffle-Hunter Hunters with the necessary weaponry. While they were developing what I thought would 
be a relatively simple procedure into some sort of prolonged and artistic ritual, I have propped up the 
peduncle so that the weight of the berries rests in a forked stick, and enclosed the plant within a few 
metres of chicken mesh. The attraction did not seem to be the plant itself, but the remains of the wood 
of the raised bed around it. Now rotted away to the consistency of fine, dry powder, I suspect that there 
may have been, concealed within, that other (untried by myself) culinary delight of fat juicy Hu-Hu grubs.
 Anyway, whatever it was, it was obviously very memorable and worthy of repeated raids on that 
particular spot in the garden. If it was something to do with the wood then it rather sheds some doubt on 
the suitability of using old tree trunks for terracing, in my 'new clivia patch'. Oh well, it's done now.  
 It will be a slow race to see what happens first. Will the clivias flower before the Nikau palms begin to 
look magnificent, or will my landscaping all be re-arranged in a Truffle Hunt? 
- Helen Sanders. 
   
 You can meet up with Helen at the Clivia Display in Whangarei on October 15th at Helen’s parents home and 
garden ‘Nymet Gardens ‘  - Ed 

M-umbel-ings from Up North 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLERSLIE FLOWER SHOW 
15 – 20 NOVEMBER 2005 

 
This year, the organisers of the Ellerslie Flower Show have included a new dimension which is a horticultural 
extravaganza  marquee called ‘The Hort Galore’.  It is a marquee dedicated to horticultural excellence and 
featuring new varieties of plants, unique collections and specialist horticultural society displays.  The NZ Clivia 
Club will be displaying in this marquee (Stand 1 by the entrance). 
 
The NZ Clivia Club EFS  team recently attended a meeting with the 30 other ‘Hort Galore’ exhibitors. This is 
going to be an exciting part of the Ellerslie Flower Show. Apart from ourselves, the Camellia Society, 
Rhododendron Society, Rose Society, Palms and Cycads Society, Bromeliads Society and many other groups 
will be exhibiting. 
 
To encourage as many people as possible to attend Ellerslie this year, the organisers have asked us to sell 
tickets on their behalf. 
 
We are offering tickets to the Ellerslie Flower Show at $24 each (includes Senior Citizens and Adults).  
This is truly a bargain and excellent value.  The tickets can be used for ‘any day and any time’ of the 
Show, there is no restriction. 
 
Regular ticket prices are currently being sold by Ticketek as follows : $33 for ‘early bird’ tickets, Senior Citizens 
$31 and Adults $33 
 
If you wish to take advantage of these exceptional ticket prices, please send your cheque made payable to : 
 
‘The NZ Clivia Club’ The Secretary 71 Taylor Road  Mangere Bridge Auckland   
The bulk tickets will be forwarded to you in at the end of September and on receipt of your payment. 

BOOKS FOR SALE 
 Cultivation of Clivias – the best ever Clivia handbook published    20.00 

 Clivia Society Year Books – a must for every clivia enthusiasts  Year Books 2 – 4  15.00 

 Year Book 7 – order now, will be available at the shows   Year Books 5 - 7 20.00 

 ‘Growing Clivias’ by Graham Duncan – very popular and selling fast    20.00  

  ‘Hints on Growing’  for all new clivia enthusiasts                         8.00 

 ‘Clivias’ by Harold Koopowitz – the Bible of clivias     80.00 

 ‘Appreciation of Clivia’ with English translation      80.00 

 ‘Changchun Clivias’ beautiful photos from China      65.00 

 Notecards – 4 Clivia cards and envelopes  Perfect for birthday and greeting cards    5.00 

 Pollen tubes – pkts of 10. With cap for easy storage.                 2.00 

 Colour Charts – check  the colours on your blooms this coming season              15.00 
Post your cheque made payable to ‘NZ Clivia Club’ (please include 90cents for small books and $3.50 postage for larger 
books) and post your order to The Secretary, NZCC, 71 Taylor Road, Mangere Bridge, Auckland 

CLUB POLO SHIRTS  FOR SALE 
 
We have a limited number of top quality polo shirts for sale.  
Navy blue shirts with white collar and sleeve trim. Our new logo has been   
embroidered onto the shirt  Sizes XL-L-M. $30 each  Post your chq  
(made payable  to NZCC) to the Secretary Please   include $3.50 p&p 
 



CLIVIA AT KEW GARDENS..   
 
I have recently been on my first visit to England staying with my family who are doing their big OE in London. 
Yes, they are both safe. 
 
Over 5 weeks I was able to indulge myself by fulfilling my lifetime ambitions to visit The Chelsea Flower 
Show, Kew Gardens, Wisley, the RHS garden, Sissinghurst, Leeds Castle, Hampton Court Palace and 
many other gardens. 
 
While at Kew Gardens in the South African Section of The Temperature House, I spied a Clivia plant in bud, 
which was a C. nobilis, obviously a very young plant.  Further along I found a C. caulescens in flower, the 
plant had been there since 1998, the long flower stem looking very elegant.  My camera was getting busy by 
now.  Rounding another bend in the plantings, I saw a huge Clivia clump with one lonely C. nobilis flower in 
the middle.  The plant label said 1969, so I assume it has been there since that time which would explain its 
large dimensions. Opposite and hidden a bit more under some taller shrubs was another much smaller 
clump of C. nobilis with 3 flower hears, a bit more difficult to access for a photo, I didn’t want to be thrown 
out for crashing through the undergrowth tempting though it was. 
 
It took me two days to look at all the various areas in the garden, it really is a wonderful collection of plants, 
and hopefully I will return to Kew one day perhaps at a different time of the year. 
 
Margaret Matthews 
Auckland 
31 May 2005 

C. miniata var citrina at Kew Gardens 
Photo by M Matthews 

C. caulescens at Kew Gardens 
Photo by M Matthews 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR … 
 
Dear Ed 
Just a quick note to say thanks for the newsletter –  lots of hard work goes 
into complying a volume such as what you sent – great. 
 

Cheers Dee  Mt Maunganui 
 
Dear Ed 
Once again, such a user friendly newsletter, beautifully laid out.  Re the Sporekill article: It is of course a 
fungicide-not for bacteria, I don’t think?   We use it at the rate of 2 DROPS per 5 litres water, watered or sprayed 
on leaves and/or soil. More is overkill!  For bacteria, most folk simply leave their freshly harvested seeds for a few 
hrs or overnight in water with a little "Sunlight" or other dishwashing liquid. 
Cheers  John  Cape Town SA   

Dear Ed 
I have found a new pencil for writing on labels that will withstand the sun long term. They are  Aqua 
Staedtler $8.50 each  
John Meyer  Auckland 
            
Dear Ed 
I have attached a photo taken at Ian Duncalf’s last year of ‘Diane’ .  I  
suppose you are all gearing up for the next show in October.  Hope all  
goes well.   
Ray Sidoti  Sydney Australia 
 

Dear Ed 
I have just returned from my clivias and just feel the urge to share 
with you the tremendous excitement I feel as I have counted eight  
first-time flowering spikes on my miniatas. (A small number for  
sure, but I haven't been at this caper for as long as most). 
 
I was warned by Ken Smith at the beginning of my clivia obsession that clivias were slow, but the sight of 
those first time spikes instantly makes the years of waiting worth the perseverance. 
 
Apart from my clivias, I have a great interest in horse racing and breeding. There is one old (and rather 
odd) saying with horseracing that comes to my mind - "No trainer with an untried two-year old in his 
stable has ever committed suicide".  Such is the joy and spirit of expectation.  And the expectation of 
these first-time flowering clivias is really lifting my spirits. Of course, I realise that 95% of my new flowers 
won't be anything special (just like my racehorses) but that hope and dream for something really new and 
different , I find truly exhilarating.  I really enjoy this "clivia thing" that we do.  
Garry Murphie Sydney 

C. nobilis (1969) at Kew Gardens Photo by M Matthews C. caulescens at Kew Gardens Photo M Matthews 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unforeseen Consequences 
by 

Dr. Keith Hammett Auckland 
 

Every person on earth has an individual view of the world.  This is influenced by the culture in which we are 
raised, our education and by individual experiences as we pass through life.  Misunderstandings often arise 
when discussing a topic if we do not check out the other person’s perceptions, or we do not clearly explain our 
own. 
 
I trained as a plant pathologist and converted myself into a plant breeder of both fruiting and ornamental 
plants.  As a consequence, I have a heightened awareness of the need to balance potential benefits from 
importing plants against the risks. 
 
I also believe in collective custodianship, rather than the notion that naturally occurring plants or animals can 
be “owned” by anyone.  By this, I mean that we live in a global village and have a shared responsibility to 
preserve biodiversity worldwide.  We do not just have responsibility for the plants and animals that happened 
to have evolved within New Zealand. 
 
Economically New Zealand’s rural industries are almost totally based on exotic germplasm, whether this be 
pine trees, roses or cows.  As a consequence, New Zealand has frequently acted as an unwitting Noah’s Ark. 
Cultivars of several genera that have been lost elsewhere in the world, have survived in gardens here in New 
Zealand. 
 
A good example is Cosmos atrosanguineus, the chocolate scented cosmos.  This plant is a native of Mexico, 
but has died out in its country of origin.  Fifty years ago this plant was normally raised from seed.  With the 
advent of tissue culture propagation a single clone was disseminated worldwide, displacing other strains. 
Individual plants of many members of the Asteraceae are self-incompatible and without other plants that are 
genetically distinct they are unable to set seed.  This is the case with the clone currently available 
commercially.  All vegetatively propagated cultivars become less thrifty over time and the plant was potentially 
in danger of being lost to cultivation as well as in the wild.  Fortunately Russell Poulter of Dunedin was able to 
locate some remnant plants of Cosmos atrosanguineus that predated the tissue-cultured strain and the 
possibility to reestablish and further develop the plant now exists. 
 
Plant breeding depends on variation.  Some genera exhibit a great deal of variation, while others show very 
little.  I liken a gene pool to a box of Lego bricks.  The more bricks you have, the greater the possibility to 
produce something new.  In horticulture a gene pool is simply a good collection of plants of a specific genus. 
However, it is important to recognize that it is extremely difficult to maintain and curate a collection over any 
length of time.  We all lose cultivars, however careful we may be.  Without constant topping up, all collections 
erode very quickly. 
 
It is also extremely important not to confuse the maintenance of wide diversity in a collection with simply 
stirring a diminishing gene pool.  Very many of our garden plants have been developed from a very limited 
base.  Often only just a few plants from a single location were introduced to cultivation and most variation that 
now exists has been created in cultivation. 
 
In contrast, in nature, species have evolved over many millions of years and variant forms within species have 
developed that are especially well adapted to specific ecological niches.  Such forms are called ecotypes and 
often the locations where they have evolved are very limited.  In forestry it is recognized that matching a 
specific ecotype to specific areas where the trees are to be grown is very important, a concept known as 
provenance. 
Provenance is equally important in ornamental horticulture and it is essential that an ongoing stream of 
ecotypes of species already here in New Zealand be maintained.  In addition, it is essential that the ability to 
introduce and test species not yet established here be restored.  Bear in mind that most ecotypes from the wild 
are very difficult to establish, let alone maintain in cultivation.  Very few have any weed potential. 
 
There was a time when the introduction of new plants and animals was seen to be virtuous.  Until recently 
Government Departments were actively engaged in the responsible importation and evaluation of species and 
crops new to New Zealand.  I was engaged in such activity during the 1980s with the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research.  Equally Acclimatisation Societies were active through much of the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries, but now bodies such as the Department of Conservation promulgate the dogma “Native 
good – Exotic evil”. 
 



For me, breeding ornamental plants is an art form comparable to painting, 
sculpture or music.  In addition to their intrinsic values, all have a 
commercial component.  It is curious that the current Government is doing 
much to promote and encourage popular music in New Zealand, but at 
the same time is doing all it can to make the breeding of ornamental 
plants non viable. 
I feel sure that this cannot be deliberate, but has arisen through the 
inability to understand the time scales involved in breeding and to be able 
to see the wider picture.  Various Acts have been put in place with good 
intentions together with huge bureaucracies to implement them.  Currently 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF), the Environmental Risk 
Management Authority  (ERMA), Biosecurity New Zealand, the 
Department of Conservation (DoC), and Agriquality New Zealand are the 
key players, and others such as local authorities also seem keen to get 
involved. 
 
The interaction of these authorities and subsequent iteration appears like 
a classic formula of Chaos  Theory.  Compliance costs and fees alone 
make the importation and testing of species untenable.  
 
 
It is important to understand that there are no really big players involved 
in the ornamental plant industry in New Zealand.  The larger nurseries 
can justify limited importation of relatively mundane plants developed 
overseas, as they can be sold and expenses may be recovered within a 
few years.  In contrast, no one is able or willing to bear the cost of 
importing a little known species that may or may not offer some possibility 
of genuine innovation. 
 
It is interesting that plants that were to become the Kiwifruit, and major
export cut flower crops Zantedeschia and Sandersonia, were introduced 
to New Zealand by enthusiasts.  Their establishment and initial screening 
for suitability to New Zealand conditions took place informally and at no 
great cost.  In contrast, over three decades of planned introductions 
undertaken by the former Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research were thrown away as a result of the establishment of Crown 
Research Institutes and their pseudo-commercial philosophy. 
 
Currently border controls are so Draconian that amateur enthusiasts can 
not bring anything back from an overseas trip and are even denied the 
opportunity to participate in long established seed distribution schemes 
such as those run by the Royal Horticultural and Hardy Plant Societies in 
Britain.  Many overseas seed companies will no longer supply catalogues 
to customers in New Zealand as the difficulties and costs involved in 
sending seed to New Zealand make it not economic. 
 
New Zealand is a very small and remote country.  Because of our 
European heritage, a wealth of plant material has been brought here from 
around the world dating from the very earliest days of settlement.  This 
has enabled us to be a player on the global stage.  If we continue on the 
current course we will become an insignificant horticultural backwater. 
 
Regrettably, as things stand, I have to say to any young people wanting to 
breed plants “New Zealand is no longer the place to do it”. 
 
Negatives are always difficult to recognise and with the long time lines 
involved it will probably be a quarter of a century or more before the next 
generation is left wondering why New Zealand has nothing new to offer 
world horticulture. 
 
K Hammett 
Auckland 

2005/6 
Coming 
Events 

 

 Clivia Show – Auckland 
8th & 9th October at Akl 
Botanical Gardens 9am – 
4.30pm 

 Annual General 
Meeting  – 8 October at 
5.30pm  In the Classroom 
- Akl Botanical Gardens 
Your vote counts ! 

 ANNUAL DINNER & 
DRINKS Saturday 8th 
October in the new 
Botanical Gardens 
Restaurant (email 
Secretary for tickets) 
GUEST SPEAKER JOHN 
VAN DER LINDE (Vice 
Chairman Clivia Society)  

 Whangarei – 15th & 16th 
October at Nymet 
Gardens Cemetery Road 

 Tauranga 15th October at 
Parva Plants Te Puna 

 New Plymouth 29th & 30th 
October at Ngamamaku 
Gardens Oakura (first 
weekend of the Rhodo 
Festival) 

 Ellerslie Flower Show 
NZCC will be there in the  
marquee 16th – 20th 
November at the Akl 
Botanical Gardens 

 Members Meetings 
scheduled 2nd Thurs 
evenings of Feb,                   
Apl, June, Aug at Akl Hort 
Council Rooms. Topics & 
speakers to be determined 

 



NZ CLIVIA CLUB SHOW SCHEDULE 
 
Here is the Itinerary for Club Shows for 2005. If you can assist at any of the shows, 
please phone the contact person. We still need a bit of help for the Auckland Show – 
if you can spare a couple of hours, we would be grateful - thanks 
 
Date/Time Happening Venue Description 
        

7 October Friday         
9.30 am 

Auckland Clivia 
Show - Set Up 

Auckland Botanic 
Gardens Set up day 

        

8 October Saturday     
9am-4pm 

Auckland Clivia 
Show  - Show Day    

Auckland Botanic 
Gardens  

Show, Sales, 
Workshops 
Contact Di 6346807 
021-2319200 

8 October Saturday     
5pm 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Auckland Botanic 
Gardens - 
Classroom 

Election of Officers & 
Committee 

8 October Saturday    
6.00pm Pre-dinner Drinks 

Auckland Botanic 
Gardens - 
Classroom 

Mix and Mingle 
before dinner 

8 October Saturday     
6.30pm Annual Dinner 

Auckland Botanic 
Gardens - 
Restaurant 

Dinner. Guest 
speaker John van der 
Linde 

        

9 October Sunday       
9am-4pm  

Auckland Clivia 
Show - Show Day 

Auckland Botanic 
Gardens 

Show, Sales, 
Workshops 

        

10 October Monday  
Various Times Open Gardens 

Various Members 
Gardens around 
Auckland (emphasis 
on clivias) 

Open Gardens : Keith 
Hammett, Murray & Bev 
Gow, Terry Hatch, 
David Brundell,  Alick 
McLeman,  

        

15 October Saturday   
9am - 4pm 

Tauranga Clivia 
Show 

Parva Plants - Te 
Puna (Ian and 
Barbara Duncalf) 

Show, sales, talk 
Contact Robin 
Scoular 07-5769082 

15 October Saturday   Dinner 
Pot Luck at Robin 
Scoular's place   

        

15 & 16 October 
Saturday/Sunday         
9am - 4pm 

Whangarei Clivia 
Display 

Nymet Gardens - 
Cemetery Road 
Whangarei (Colin 
and Jean Sanders) 

Show, sales, talk 
contact Sharron 
Booth 09-4331870 

        

29 & 30 October 
Saturday/Sunday         
9am - 4pm 

New Plymouth 
Display 

Ngamamaku 
Gardens 1521 Surf 
Highway Oakura 
(Tony Barnes & 
John Sole) Show, sales, talk 

29 October Saturday 
& Sunday Evening Dinner 

Venue still to be 
arranged  

 contact Tony 06-
7527873 

 



Many of you have marvellous Clivia. We would like you to exhibit them this year at 
the shows. Cindy Barnes updates us on  

‘PREPARATION OF CLIVIA FOR  
                       EXHIBITION’ 
 
Although our shows are non-competitive, it is important that we take pride in our plants and present them as 
well as possible. 
 
Preparation of your plants cannot be left to the last minute.  
Plant care is a year long activity, regular watering, fertilising,  
grooming and pest/disease control will ensure your plant is  
in the best possible condition to then be groomed for  
exhibition. 
 
It is desirable to present the plant in a nice container (ie. not a  
planter bag), and for the plant to be of an appropriate size in  
relation to the container. 
 
Immediately before the show, wipe the leaves and pot with a soft  
damp cloth, to remove dust and spray deposits. If leaf tips have  
browned, they can be cut back carefully, shaping the tip to look natural. 
 
Ideally flower heads should be fresh and undamaged.  In some cases  
it may be appropriate to remove the oldest flowers. 
 
Above all, DON'T BE SHY! We want to see as many people and  
their plants as possible! 
 
Cindy Barnes - Auckland 
 
Please bring your plants along to the Auckland show on 
 Friday 7th October or early Saturday 8th. – thanks  
 
 

SPECIAL NOTICE RELATING TO THIS YEAR’S AUCKLAND SHOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of our members have exceptional 
Clivia plants. The only problem is, they 
are deeply imbedded in their gardens.  
 
We have found a solution for displaying this 
year. Cesar Zapata has kindly donated 60 shot 
glasses to the Club. So, please bring along 
your clivia floret to display. You will be given 
an exhibit card to fill in (that’s so everyone can 
appreciate your flower’s breeding 
background).  We want as many members as 
possible to do this. A special table will be set 
aside for this display. Don’t be shy, some of 
you have awesome Clivia hybrids in your 
gardens and no one sees them – bring them 
out and be proud of what you have. Have a 
Go !! 

Remember :  
To cut the pedicle as long as possible 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing our Series on “LOOKING 
AHEAD TO THE 2006 CLIVIA CONFERENCE 

IN SOUTH AFRICA”    
Two articles from our South African Friends. 
 
Dr Glynn Middlewick is Chairman of the J’burg Clivia Club in Johanesburg in South Africa. He writes on 
Johannesburg, a must city to visit  
  
A South African resident, who spends half the year in Wellington (New Zealand) and the other half in 
Franschoek (Western Cape), recently compared Auckland with Johannesburg and Wellington with Cape 
Town.  Guided by this, weather wise, you will feel at home in South Africa 
  

South Africa has about forty million people of which ten percent are white.  There are thirteen official 
languages.  English is understood in all urban areas.  The Clivia conference takes place in Pretoria 
(Tshwane – the new name).  Pretoria is two degrees warmer than Johannesburg and situated to the north of 
Joburg (commonly used name).  The Johannesburg International Airport is situated to the east of the city and 
about thirty minutes south of Pretoria on a good dual carriageway.  Johannesburg central is about forty-five 
minutes travelling time from Pretoria using the M1 freeway.  This freeway is the main route between Joburg 
and Pretoria and is busy with peak traffic times in the morning and afternoon.   
 
 South Africa has good roads but a poor public transport service.  If you can afford it, hire a motor 
vehicle, to allow you independence.  Sharing expenses will certainly make it affordable.  We also use the left 
hand side of the road (usually) when driving.  To attend the congress, for convenience, stay in Pretoria which 
will limit travelling time.  The show is usually held in the eastern suburbs of Pretoria, so look for a bed and 
breakfast there.  This is an upmarket area, so B & B’s are more expensive here.  If   you can share the 
accommodation of a South African, do so. Staying in Johannesburg is no handicap except for the longer 
travelling time. Speed limits in the cities 60 kilometres per hour and on the highways one hundred to one 
hundred and twenty kilometres per hour.  Lots of camera type speedtraps are present on the roads.   
  

In Pretoria, visit the homes of as many growers as you can.  The members are friendly and 
accommodating - best to arrange beforehand if possible.  South Africans are not too good with surprise visits.  
Joburg also has some interesting collections to visit.   
  

As Joburg and Pretoria are situated so closely to each other the places to visit are similar.  For 
archaeological interests, the Sterkfontein caves, the home where Mrs/Mr Ples was found, is a forty-five minute 
drive to the west of Pretoria.  Also in this area is a game park with a lot of attention devoted to the breeding of 
lion, wild dogs, cheetah etc.  This park is nothing like the Kruger National Park, but does allow one to see wild 
game close to the city and not in a zoo.  There is a botanical garden in Pretoria and in Johannesburg which 
charge a sum of about R15-00 for entrance.  Guided tours can be arranged in the Witwatersrand garden 
depending on your desire as to what most interests you. 
  

Joburg and Pretoria are essentially big cities where shopping is good, usually not in the centre of the 
city, but in shopping malls in the suburbs.  Crime is bad, so keep your car windows closed and doors locked.  
ATM’s are numerous as are foreign exchange bureaus in the shopping centres. (The larger shopping centres 
are better from this point of view.)  Shopping malls are safer, but watch out for pick pockets.  I don’t wish to 
sound too pessimistic, but the crime is no worse here than any other big cities where wealth and poverty are 
mixed together.  
  

Where to go:  The caulescens tour to the north-east is recommended.  This tour takes place in an 
attractive area of the country and includes visits to Margo McNeil’s home in a nature reserve with the Clivia 
plants in the thousands under the indigenous vegetation.   
   
 If you have the time, a visit to the Kruger Park should be included in your itinerary.  Stay at the Lower 
Sabie or Skukuza camps in the central part of the park.  These are busy places, particularly over weekends, 
so go there during the week.  Main roads are tarred and secondary roads are good sand roads.  The best 
game viewing is to be found in this central part of the park.  The Kruger Park is about six hours by car from 
Johannesburg/Pretoria.  The temperatures are warmer in the Kruger Park than in Joburg.   
  
If you wish to attend the Pietermaritzburg Clivia Show then use a car to get there from Pretoria.  The journey 
takes about five hours by car on good roads.  There are toll gates on these main roads, about three or four, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 By the way don’t miss the Joburg Clivia Show which takes a place a week after the Pretoria show.  Many 
of the exhibitors show there plants at both the Pretoria and Joburg shows.  If the blooms are not ready for the 
Pretoria show they can be shown at the Joburg Show. 
  

To get to Cape Town you need to fly.  By car from Joburg the trips takes about fourteen hours.  Flight 
time is two hours.  Less expensive flights are available on Kalula airline. (Kalula.com)   
 Cape Town is a wonderful place to visit.  The sea and mountains provide an unforgettable backdrop to a great 
holiday venue.  In addition to the Clivia Show in Bellville, tour the vineyards, with wonderful places to eat.  
Arrange with the Cape Clivia Club to visit collectors in the Cape Town area.  A visit to the botanical gardens at 
Kirstenbosch should be made to appreciate the wonderful setting as well the plants.  Franschoek is a great place 
to eat and is good to look at.  Many small towns are within driving distance of Cape Town and having a hired car 
here is necessary to get around.  Chapman’s peak drive along the mountain side is a memorable experience 
and a tribute to the Italian prisoners of war who built the original road. (I believe this to be the truth.) 

 
The garden route tour along the N2 from Cape Town through George, Knysna (the prettiest town in the 

country) onwards to Port Elizabeth takes time, but if you stop along the way at one of the many lodgings 
available, the trip is one worth undertaking.  Port Elizabeth, with Willie le Roux in charge of the Clivia Club will 
welcome you and show you around.  A flight back to Joburg is the quickest way, about one and a half hours or 
you can drive home in about twelve hours. 
  

The easiest way to learn about the people of South Africa is to meet and socialise with the Clivia Club 
members in the various towns.  Contact numbers of the various clubs are available in the Clivia Society 
Newsletter or from the Clivia Society.  

 
The opinions expressed are mine and are thus biased no doubt.  Your choice of venues depends on the 

holiday time you have available.  As there is much to see and many people to visit I hope your stay in South 
Africa will be a memorable one. 
 
Looking forward to see you in September 2006. 
 
Regards,  Glynn Middlewick   
 

Chris Vlok is Chairman of the Clivia Society. He writes on his 
city of Pretoria, host of the 2006 Clivia Conference 
 
Dear Members of the New Zealand Clivia Club 
  
Attached are a couple of photographs that you can share with your members.  Shall I use my imagination and 
make a story thereof.  
  
I'm so excited about the impressive list of New Zealand Clivia Enthusiasts that have shown interest in the 2006 
Clivia Conference here in Pretoria. I thought I should make a special effort to share some pictures of Pretoria 
with you and our potential guests.  I thought it would be a good idea to take some aerial photographs of the 
conference venue and the venue (Safari Garden Centre) of the Clivia show.  
  
  
  
 

Safari Garden Centre – Conference Venue 2006 Voortrekker Monument - Pretoria 



I took off from the airfield at about 11h00 on Saturday morning.  While airborne I thought perhaps I 
should also photograph the Voortrekker Monument and the Union Buildings (our seat of Government 
here in Pretoria).   Pretoria is also known as the Jacaranda City - many streets are lined with the 
Jacaranda trees that you can see on photo number three.  Seconds after I have taken the photo I almost 
succeeded in avoiding a crash with a much larger Jacaranda tree that is just off the photograph.  I'm 
serious - its true.  I had to make an emergency landing on Church Square.  Since I suspect that you 
would not believe my story I have attached proof - the photographs of the Palace of Justice and the 
statue of oom (uncle) Paul Kruger (the first president of the Zuid-Afrikaanse Republic of the late 1800's) . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was stranded. Fortunately you can always catch a mini bus taxi on Church square - I was still 
determined to get the photo's of the conference and show venues.  Unfortunately it was not my 
day.  You won't believe me but on our way to Safari Garden Centre (In Lynnwood towards the east of 
Pretoria) we were delayed for about 4 hours by a herd of elephants that simply refused to make 
way.  I'm really sorry, but I had only enough time for one photograph of Safari Garden Centre.  I had to 
rush home to buy my wife - who turned 23 on Saturday - a birthday present.   Then things went seriously 
wrong.  I could not withdraw money at the ATM - got a message "Insufficient funds".  It was really a big 
shock – you must know that I have many friends that are employed by this specific bank. It would be sad 
should they lose their jobs because of the bank's financial dilemma.   
  
Fortunately every dark cloud has a silver lining. Back at home I started making firewood for the evening 
braai (barbeque).  I then discovered at the back of the garden a first flowering interspecific.  It was really 
a beauty.  Unfortunately the colour on the photograph is not true - the flowers (32 florets) are more red 
than on the photograph and definitely larger than that of  "normal" interspecifics.  The story behind the 
flower?  In 1997 I lectured for two days in what was then known as Pietersburg (a town now called 
Polokwane - in the Limpopo Prrovince).  I visited a local nursery (Retsini) in Pietersburg.   
 

Church Square – Palace of Justice Union Buildings 

Chris Vlok’s ‘Retsini Interspecific’ ‘The Elephants’  



In their garden I discovered this beautiful interspecific.  The owner agreed to share a sucker with me when I 
return to Pietersburg the following year.  In 1998 I again lectured in Pietersburg. I went to see the owner and 
she gladly accepted three Macintosh plants that I offered in exchange for a sucker of the interspecific.  We 
agreed to remove the sucker on the Friday after my last lecture session.  When I returned to Retsini on the 
Friday the sucker was already taken off. It had no roots and was badly cut because a spade was used 
to separate the sucker from the mother plant.  The stem rotted several times but eventually I rescued it (only 
after about 18 months). I completely forgot about the plant until Saturday when I was surprised by 
the attractive flower.   
  
We here in South Africa are looking forward to receive you as our guests in September 2006.  We want to 
share our clivia heritage and our bonfires with you.  Of course I can't promise that you will be ecstatic about 
our country, its clivias and its people.  What I can promise you is that I know South Africans - they will go out 
of their way for you to experience and enjoy as much as possible of what we have to offer.  
  
Kind regards 
  
Chris Vlok 
Chairman – Clivia Society 
Pretoria SA 
 

AND MORE FROM JOHN VAN DER LINDE .. 
 
The Caulescens tour for 2006  will, I hope, include some game viewing, as God's Window where the 
Caulescens plants are, is not too far away from the game areas. 
 
 

CLIVIA SOCIETY CONFERENCE 2006 
 
You have read all the articles and contributions by our friends in South Africa. We have a group booked to 
leave NZ at the beginning of September 2006 . If you want to join us or require information , please contact 
the Secretary nzclivia@clear.net.nz  phone 09-6346807.  Or check out www.cliviasociety.org .  This is a 
unique opportunity to view clivia in their natural habitat, meet up with other enthusiasts and visit various  
South African Clivia Shows and growers.   
 

Above Left : Kudu Bull by the road at 
Kruger  Park 
Left : Elephants at Kruger Park 
Above Right : One of John’s 2005 
flowering miniata 



From Aart van Voorst (Netherlands). Aart has been a supportive Friend of our Club since its inception. 
He has promised to visit NZ during our 2008 International Clivia Conference and speak on the scientific 
research he is doing on the genus Clivia.  Aart  writes .. ‘Thank you for the publicity possibilty in the NZ 
newsletter. I have written a short article with the help of my friend Hans van Verseveld, who is also 
involved in our project.’ 

Clivia Habitat Collection in 
the Netherlands 

 
Here in the Netherlands we only have a small group of clivia enthusiasts although hundreds of thousands of Clivia 
miniata plants are produced for the European potplant market. These plants are produced from seed, and strains 
are developed that flower within three years. Special material and species other than miniata are not sold in the 
flower shops.  
 
In the Netherlands Clivia miniata is very well known, but is often as an old-fasioned plant that grandmother used to 
have. In winter we have temperatures below zero, so Clivia is only kept as an indoor potplant. In the old days 
Clivia miniata had its special place in a room of the house that was minimally heated. So the plant got its cold and 
resting period in wintertime and in February, when the flower stalk appeared, the flowering Clivia was the pride of 
many a housewife. Times have changed and with most houses having a central heating system, it is difficult to 
give the plants their low temperature resting period. This is one of the reasons that the interest in Clivia faded over 
the years. 
 
We Clivia maniacs in the Netherlands would very much like to promote growing clivias as a hobby. Mr. Geralt 
Joren is conservator at the Hortus Botanicus of the Vrije Universiteit van Amsterdam (Free University of 
Amsterdam) and is also a member of the Clivia Society . At the end of 2004 Gerald received approval from his 
board of directors to go ahead and maintain a comprehensive collection of clivia plants from known habitat 
locations in the wild. Maintaining such a collection would give us a great opportunity to promote all the known 
Clivia species. and form a good ‘home-base’ for a Dutch or European Clivia Society. 
 
While brainstorming about the possibilities of a clivia collection in the Netherlands, the main aims for starting a 
collection soon came forward. Just like many other plant species, Clivia species are under great pressure in the 
wild as a result of habitat destruction and the indiscriminate collection of plants for medicinal purposes. Although 
Clivias have been under cultivation in Europe for many years there is no substantial botanical collection of clivia 
material from various habitat locations. In our opinion it is of utmost urgency that we start working on a substantial 
botanical collection of Clivia species in it's various natural forms as it occurs in it's natural habitat. If one looks at 
the international developments in the world regarding plant species, a Clivia collection in Europe would be of great 
significance for safeguarding the genetic diversity of the species.  
 
The Hortus Botanicus of the Vrije Universiteit van Amsterdam would very much like to take the initiative in setting-
up and managing a specialised Clivia plant collection. Maintaining, ensuring and safeguarding a gene bank of 
Clivia species from known populations in habitat would be the main goals of such a collection.  
 
We started by contacting the NBI in South Africa and we are very pleased that they are willing to help us. To start 
such a collection with the very limited funds available we also need to call in the help of our fellow enthusiast 
around the world.  
 
We need plants or seeds from all the Clivia species. It is of great importance that we know the exact habitat 
location where the material was collected. We can pay for the transportation costs and phytosanitary certificates if 
needed. 
 
So, if you have material to spare we would greatly appreciate your help. 
 
You can contact me at a.v.voorst@freeler.nl or even better Geralt Joren at info@hortus.nu.nl  
 
Thank you. 
 
Aart van Voorst 
 



 
! 
  

MEMBERS PHOTOS 
 
 

Left – From Rex Williams ‘This an interspecific I got off 
Keith a few years ago. I named it Delilah’ 

O F F S E T S   from the Mail Bag 

Right Fom Rex Williams This is one of our 
robusta's that flowered this year, we purchased 
3 plants from a funny little nursery labelled as 
gardenii, Imagine my surprise when they turned 
out to be robusta! 

Left – Jane Morgan sent in her bi-colour miniata

Right – Bryan Sherman (Avondale) says “ this is my 
very first cross breeding in flower” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpts from the NZ Clivia Yahoo Enthusiast group postings.. 
 
Hooray and thankyou Antoinette for the info on chemicals in the newsletter. It is always frustrating trying to 
deal with the different  brand names and active ingredients.  For anyone wanting further information, its worth 
looking in your Public Library for a copy of The New Zealand AgriChemical Manual. (The Whangarei Library 
has it in the reference section under 632.95 NEW). I imagine most libraries would have a reference copy, if not 
a lending copy, as is the case in Whangarei. 
Helen 
 
 
Hi Helen 
 
Only a pleasure, I am glad that it is of use to others. There is so much more products available, maybe some 
more in future newsletters....The AgriChemical Manual is very informative, I have one I use at work, but do not 
forget the power of the internet. A google search can accomplish a lot. Also if anybody out there wants help, 
please feel free to contact me I love to help, and if I am unable to answer, I have access to other resources to 
help, that way I may also learn something new.  
 
I am currently working on a spray program specifically for our weather conditions, but am trying it on my clivias 
first, to see if there is any side effects before recommending it...once I am satisfied that it is safe 
and effective on clivias, I will gladly share it. 
 
Kind regards 
Antoinette 
 
  
PS. If you would like to join the NZ Clivia Enthusiasts group (for Kiwis who are besotted with clivia) check out 
http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/NZClivia/ 
  

SEED BANK SALES..  A few excellent seeds left in the Seed Bank. Support your Club – 
proceeds to Research Projects. 
 
Donated by Alick McLeman 

110-01 

  
$5 pkt 5  

 Australian Hybrid - Kevin Walters X Pen Henry yellows 
110-02 $5 pkt 5 South African Hybrid Yellow - Gert Wiese Best 
110-03 $5 pkt 5 Vico Cream F2  
110-05 $5 pkt 5 Best Belgian Hybrids Lovely Bronze  

 
Donated by John van der Linde 

112 -01 C miniata (65A) Nakamura (Gibello 
66 x self) very good orange 
 
$4 each X 

C miniata 'Emmy Wittig 
Pink' 

Self pollinate or sibling 
cross these seedlings 
(which will be orange) to 
recover a percentage of 
pink in the F2 generation 

112- 02 C miniata 'original Kirstenbosch 
yellow'  
 
$4 each X 

(105A) C miniata 'Deep 
Yellow' (Gold medal Cape 
Clivia Club Show 2003 !) Deep Yellow ? 

 
If you wish to purchase, please email nzclivia@clear.net.nz to place your order. P&P of $1 per order 
Do you have good spare seed or plants ? Would you consider donating  to the Club ? – thanks ☺ 


