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Clivia 2008 A Big Success!
Clivia 2008 was a great success, with good shows and displays in Auckland, Tauranga and Taranaki, and
a wonderful tour through the North Island. Comments from local and overseas visitors have been very
positive and a lot of fun was had by all. Congratulations to all who made the event possible. A special
thanks to tour organisers Diana Holt and Tony Barnes. Show photos: Sharron Booth, Tour Photos: Diana Holt.

People’s Choice winner Alick, with his Sir John Thuron
grown from seed supplied by Murray Gow (right)

Sue Kloek and Ian Coates

A big thank you to all who opened their
gardens and shadehouses to the visitors.
A view of Rex and Dee William’s plants.
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THE TOUR
Tour Route

Part of the Auckland Show Display.

The Towoomba crowd, from left to right – Brian Steven,
Cheryl Fry, Lyn Althaus, John Gallacher, Kelly Fry,
Kelly Robinson, Merle Steven, Brian Mahoney, Esme
Horsey, Coral Larsen, Huxley Althaus, Eileen Zahnow,
Debbie Mahoney, Barry Zahnow, Kev Larsen, Greg
Rosbrook, Ron Horsey and Ray Robinson.
Chatting in the background are Shelli Green(Aust),
Lynn Callister(NZ), Mary van der Westhuyzen(NZ) and
Alick McLeman.

Part of the South African contingent, from left to
right – Tino Ferrero, Alick McLeman(NZ), Ray
Topp, Maylene Turner, Paul Kloek, Sue Kloek and
Jono Turner.

Alick and Ian Coates (of photographic fame)
Tony Barnes taking the show tickets.

Coral Larsen, Sue Kloek, Paul Kloek, Ian
Baldick, Tino Ferero and Pam Hatch on the
steps at Keith Hammett’s Gardens.

Clivia in the garden at Joy Plants.

The group admiring Murray and Bev Gow’s
garden in Auckland.
Linsay Hatch welcoming Kev Larsen,
Angela Offer(WA) and Olive Bayley(NZ)
to Joy Plants.

Feeding the discussion group – Pam Hatch,
Shirley Baldick, Margaret Meyer and Marita
Ferero.

Quyen Cao (USA) enjoying David Brundell’s
subtropical garden in the rain.

Checking out the Vico Yellows at David
Brundell’s place.
A comely milkmaid glimpsed in the fields on the
way to Taranaki.

Tauranga - Rotorua - Taranaki

Ian Baldick and Tony Barnes at Rex and
Dee’s.

Debbie and Brian Mahoney and Cheryl and
Kelly Fry from Australia.

Some of the group at Jim and Juanita’s
Rhodohaven garden in Rotorua.

Kev and Coral Larsen from Queensland,
enjoying the thermal wonders of Rotorua.

Some of the tour group in the snow at Mt
Taranaki.

Rex and Dee’s subtropical garden at Paeroa.

Mary van der Westhuyzen, Shirley Baldick,
Marita and Tino Ferero at Tauranga display

Rex Williams surveys his plants.

Sue and Paul Kloeck in the stormy Mount
Maunganui landscape.

Jim Elley with one of his superb rhodo’s.

Barbara Qureshi (US) and Felicity Weeden(SA).

Jim and Irma Shields(USA) with Jacqueline
and John Gallagher(Aust).

Angela Offer(Aust), Delys Syme(Aust) and
Allan Inch(NZ).

Taking in the Clivia display at Tony Barnes
and John Sole’s Ngamamaku Gardens.

A great end of tour photo in front of a very
Taranaki style pub.

KiwiClivia 2008 Discussion Forum - Helen Marriot
Held on Sunday 5 October, immediately following the NZ Clivia Club show, Keith Hammett acted as moderator of a panel on the
direction of current Clivia breeding. Some comments and questions relating to "Where are we going" with Clivia breeding were
presented in advance to the panel consisting of Ian Coates (UK), Ken Smith (Australia), Tino Ferero (South Africa) and Jim Shields
(USA). Various topics arose during the morning that were directly or indirectly related to the theme, either in the presentations of the
panellists or from comments made by members of the audience, which was made up of a large group of KiwiClivia 2008 participants
from various countries around the world, including NZ.
Leading off, Hammett argued that flower and other club activities often become competitive in nature, with less attention being
directed to the inherent beauty and variation within the subjects (flowers, cats etc) that they deal with. He observes an apparent lack
of direction in current Clivia breeding and while he challenges us to reflect upon the actual aims of our various Clivia groups, he also
stresses the importance of preserving wild species for future generations.
From his well-known photographic background, Ian Coates spoke of the diversity and variation within Clivia themselves (the
various species), shows (competitive or for display), and cross-cultural and individual variations in the perceptions of beauty (Japan,
NZ, South Africa). He also suggested that the results of hybridization are often unexpected, and based on these outcomes new
breeding directions may emerge. The preservation of habitat plants, as is taking place by some individuals in South Africa for a
number of purposes, is a worthwhile goal, along side of the further breeding of Clivia either by commercial interests or by individual
enthusiasts, who may go in different directions.
Ken Smith reminded us of the small beginning of the Clivia "rush" that has occurred since Nick Primich compiled a four-page
newsletter and gathered together a small group of friends in the early 1990s. Extraordinary development has since taken place in
unlocking the beauty of the plant, with individuals seeking what is beautiful, rare, bizarre or even returning to the simple forms.
Alongside this development of more horticultural forms has come the issue of the naming of plants, and Smith has a keen interest
(which is shared by many) of the link between the different forms now in existence. He emphasised the importance of his visits to
South Africa where he was able to view Clivia in the habitat. Like Coates, he positively regards the development of Clivia in many
different directions.
The development of standards for the judging of Clivias at shows was described by Tino Ferero. He noted how people's interests
change, with South African growers now moving away from growing orange- and yellow-coloured Clivia and moving into apricots,
peaches, and 'Appleblossom' and 'Andrew Gibson'- type flowers. He emphasised the diversity of aims of South African growers,
with some specialising and others working to improve certain features of the plants that they possess, for example, green throats and
dark bronze brick-coloured flowers.
As the final panelist, Jim Shields spoke of increasing the familiarization of the general public with Clivia in the sense of breeding
bigger and more eye-catching plants that customers will want to purchase. He sees the growing of Clivia as an immensely rewarding
hobby for most of us, but one that will not make us rich or fund our retirement. Encouragingly, Shields predicts that the most
interesting developments in the breeding of Clivia will take place among the serious backyard hybridizers.
In the discussion to follow, Hammett returned to his original query as to why growers of clivia who are involved in an aesthetic
activity do not devote more time and effort to the discussion of individual cultivars, and referred to the guidelines developed by
himself and Roger Dixon in 2004 (see http://www.cliviasociety.org/clivia_guide_intro.php). The reluctance of some people to
evaluate or lack of peoples' knowledge was suggested as several factors related to the lack of critical discussion about Clivia.
The dichotomy of organising Clivia shows competitively or non-competitively emerged, with South African shows taking the
competitive approach and some other places, like NZ and Toowoomba (Australia), emphasizing the display of plants. Ferero
outlined the training of judges, soon to be available on a DVD, and the post-show discussions (post-mortems) undertaken by judges,
thus enabling the classifications and guidelines to be improved and updated. In recent years the USA has organised shows where the
plants are judged but they are now planning to experiment with both formats, thinking that more people may bring plants to a show
where judging does not take place. Other individuals representing different areas outlined the practices of their groups, and the pros
and cons of the two main approaches were debated vigorously, the outcome being that there appears to be a role for both competitive
shows as well as displays without competitive judging.
The issue of conservation of Clivia in South Africa arose several times during the morning session and some of the difficulties were
described and possible remedies offered. Ferero commented that despite the strong legislation currently in place, enforcement is
difficult and so now stricter legislation is being prepared. Hammett offered the view that germ plasma is safest when it is propagated
and readily available to people. The lack of permanence of Clivia in botanic gardens due to the rotation of curators was also noted by
Shields. In similar manner, the destiny of many current Clivia collections after their current owners relinquish them remains an
important but often unresolved issue for the owners.
The organisers of KiwiClivia 2008 are to be congratulated on planning this forum. Amidst all the activity in viewing many varied
clivia in different settings and the networking among enthusiasts, the chance to reflect upon and debate some of the issues
concerning the growing and breeding of Clivia was most welcome.
Helen Marriott (Australia)

KiwiClivia 2008 – from a ‘southern’ perspective …
On behalf of Mary Van der Westhuyzen and myself I would like to
thank all those that played a part in KiwiClivia 2008. The event far
exceeded our wildest expectations and the memory will remain with
us indefinitely. Diana Holt did a superb job in organising the itinerary,
which was a very full schedule and meticulously planned. The
accommodation, transport, shows, gardens and additional activities
were all first rate. We accept that it was a huge undertaking but it
was incredible value-for-money and very much appreciated by all.
And for all the willing workers behind the scenes our thanks goes to
you too – we thoroughly enjoyed our tasty, wholesome, healthy
lunches and all those morning and afternoon teas provided en-route.
From the moment we arrived at Alpers Lodge we were made to feel
welcome. Alick McLeman proved to be a wonderful ambassador for
the club and with a smile that simply lit up his face he went out of his
way to meet and greet everyone individually, following up again at
further stops along the way. Our sincere thanks to both Alick and
Frances for their hospitality when we visited their immaculately
presented property. I admit that it was a hard choice between
indulging in the refreshments or going back for a second, third or
even fourth look at the stunning clivia collection!
Mary and I had to literally pinch ourselves to prove that we weren’t
dreaming when we witnessed the show at the Manurewa Botanical
Gardens. The display was quite beyond anything that we had seen
before … the colour, variety of form, and the size of some of the
blooms left us quite speechless. My camera was trying to capture
plants that I had fallen head over heels in love with and my pen was
working overtime in a bid to record any accompanying information. I
found it almost impossible to shoot photos and take notes but I soon
took someone else’s lead by photographing the labels. Back I went,
time and again to soak it all in, camera constantly clicking.
We thank Dr Keith Hammett for his input in leading the discussion
forum, which we found most enlightening and thought provoking. As
one of New Zealand’s foremost plants men we felt very honoured to
view his ‘plantation’ property – it was almost like walking on hallowed
ground! His established massed plantings of clivia left us quite
breathless and added a touch of sheer magic to a backdrop of rich
greens.
We thoroughly enjoyed our meander through Bev and Murray Gow’s
lovely garden and our thanks go to them too. Once again such
beautiful varieties of clivia for us to admire, tucked amongst other
choice plantings. Our thanks to Terry, Pam and Lindsay Hatch. We
loved viewing the happy marriage of your clivia planted en-masse
beneath the totara trees – with such healthy plants we can also
accept that the ‘sheep dag’ theory works wonders! I confess that I
spent some time trailing after Terry on our garden tour/s – he was a
constant source of information on so many levels and I also took
great delight in his quick wit. I can’t help but think that Terry is our
gardening equivalent of Jamie Oliver!
Shirley and Ian Baldick made us feel so welcome when we visited
their country property. It was no mean feat to provide lunch for 50
plus people but they did it admirably and so willingly. Ian literally
bubbled with enthusiasm when showing us around his beloved
garden and again we viewed beautiful varieties of clivia and other
treasures too numerous to mention. Wonderful to spend time with
such genuine people and a big thank you Shirley for the welcome cup
of tea you offered me whilst I waited for a pick-up at the conclusion of
my tour.

through their state-of-the art shade house truly put the icing on the
cake for me and their clivia collection was almost beyond words.
Our grand finale was at Tony Barnes and John Sole’s Ngamamaku
property and what a feast this proved to be – both for body and soul.
Although we had to contend with a strong, cold wind we were able to
wend our way through so many different areas of this inspiring
garden, from the formal to the natural, making new discoveries
everywhere we turned. A wonderful display of clivia on show kept
drawing us back to a sheltered gazebo area before the majority of our
party sought relief from the wind in the large shed adjoining the
house. A sumptuous barbecue accompanied with salads and new
potatoes followed by pavlova and fruit salad concluded the evening.

As for Dave, our bus driver … I don’t where you found him Diana but
he was an absolute gem. Always so friendly, willing and able – we all
felt very safe with him at the wheel and he certainly overcame some
challenging driving en-route, particularly the memorable trip up Mt
Taranaki and along the Lost Highway. Our running commentary by
Tony Barnes (with added input from Terry Hatch) kept us well
informed and entertained although we are still determining whether
what we saw was to be found on our left or on our right!!
The additional gardens that we viewed, namely Ian Duncalf’s
fascinating garden where the Tauranga Mini Show was held, Bruce
Hookam’s lovely Oakura seaside garden, the impromptu but much
appreciated visit to Ian Inch’s wonderfully landscaped property, left us
captivated. We were so grateful for the privilege of viewing these
properties as we were with the input from some of New Zealand’s
most reputable plants people such as Jack Hobbs at the Manurewa
Botanical Gardens and Ken Davey ex-curator of Pukekura Park.
The gardens of National Significance including Jim and Jaunita
Elley’s spectacular Rhodohaven, Mark and Abbi Jury’s sensational
historic garden, the unique Pukekura Park and finally the Hamilton
Gardens all left us with the most incredible lasting memories. We are
so proud that we have gardens of such calibre in New Zealand and
for us, from the South, it was a rare treat to view such special gardens
filled with many sub-tropical species.

Mary and I returned home well satisfied – it truly was a ‘trip of a
lifetime’. We will continue to draw on wonderful memories when we
relive our trip through a multitude of photos. Now that we can put
faces to names we feel that much closer to you all and trust that
friendships we have formed will last for years to come. To each and
every one of you that played a part in KiwiClivia 2008 and to all our
fellow companions on the bus tour, our heartfelt thanks.
In conclusion I would like to add my appreciation of the back-up that I
have received since joining up with the NZ Clivia Club. Right from the
moment that I first became a member I have received instant replies
to any queries and although far removed from the action I was made
to feel very welcome. I also commend you on your very informative
and well presented newsletters – may the NZ Clivia Club only go from
strength to strength.
Lynn Callister - Nelson

David Brundell left us totally inspired with his beautifully landscaped
property – we would dearly love to return to see what evolves with the
current project that he is working on. He has such vision and an art in
being able to blend native and exotic plantings with a wonderful
combination of balance of form and colour. His luscious clivia
collection was almost an overload of the senses and I am still
puzzling over just what his secret formula is that promotes such
phenomenal growth in his plants and especially his flower heads! A
big thank you too for the wonderful BBQ at the conclusion of this visit.
Rex and Dee Williams’s garden was another huge highlight with its
wonderful balance of exotics and natives. It was plain to see that Rex
and Dee have a natural talent when it comes to landscaping and full
credit to them with what they have achieved so far. This is indeed
another garden that I would love to revisit in the future. A walk

Lynn Callister and Mary van der Westhuyzen at the
Taranaki Display held at Tony and John’s gardens.

REFLECTIONS
By Rex Williams
It’s that time of the year again; dreams may be realized or dashed with the blooming of new seedlings. From far-flung breeders or perhaps the
results of a personal well-planned breeding program, maybe a few seed gifted from a friend or neighbour, there is always something to look
forward to with a garden full of yet to bloom Clivias.
As most have begun to realize, space to grow limitless quantities of seedlings to maturity does actually have boundaries. The time soon arrives
when one has to sit down take a deep breath and reassess what goals one would like to achieve with there Clivia collections.
Specializing is for the disciplined and such growers will soon achieve good results by staying focused on their goals. Whether it is to produce a
large flowered green centred peach or a miniature variegated board-leaf yellow, by breeding for specific traits while culling all other plants that
do not fit the sort after traits, goals will soon be realized. Specialized breeding programs may involve two or three generations to achieve the
desired results but will ultimately lead the way to new colours, shapes and plant characteristics.
Others take a more varied approach to breeding, satisfying that Human trait of curiosity. What would happen if I crossed this with that? with a
large and varied gene pool, perhaps just about anything. Of course the two characteristics that should be part of any breeding program should be
vigour and disease resistance, what good is the most desirable flower on a weak disease prone plant.
Most growers would fit somewhere between these two extremes. Something to consider should be; the same time and space taken to raise an
‘Ugly Duckling’ could be used to raise a potential ‘Show winner’. The other consideration is; the more seedlings one raises from a single cross
the greater the chances of flowering that ‘Winner’, this seems particularly true of inter-specifics past the primary level. So now we see it is a
numbers game.
With limited time and space the wise move would be to raise greater numbers from fewer crosses from the best plants available. Seek out
reputable seed suppliers and pay that bit extra for superior seed rather than a ‘by the kilo’ supplier (though new sports do appear sometimes
should you have the space) this will dramatically increase the odds of flowering that ‘Show winner’.
Learning the basics of genetics from books and knowledgeable growers will help you make more predictable choices, wether it be purchasing
seed or making your own crosses. Most experienced growers are only too happy to pass on this information. Be observant when assessing
flowers and plants, what makes this flower more attractive to me rather than another? Could it be the clear demarcation between colours, or the
way the tepals reflex? The proportion of the flowers and peduncle in relation to the foliage? Does this plant flower early every year? Once you
understand why you find one flower is more attractive than another you will be well on your way to building a more satisfying collection. Most
important of all is that you enjoy your hobby/obsession. Greater understanding and knowledge of your Clivias will result in a greater
appreciation of our shared interest.

GROWER INFORMATION
Gardenza (Gardens & Nursery)
Owner: David Brundell
Location: Glenbrook Beach near Waiuku, Franklin District
Phone: (09) 235 3834
Email: david@gardenza.co.nz
Website: www.gardenza.co.nz
Gardenza, the nursery and associated gardens, specialises in exotic
flowering bulbous plants especially clivia.
I am the privileged owner of truly clonal Vico Yellow clivia. The late Sir
Peter Smithers gave me an offset from this famous variety about twenty
years ago. With Vico Yellow, a stunning range of clivia has been
developed that include Honey Moon, Heaven Scent, Apricot Sun and Full
Moon.
My plants produced in the nursery are also growing in the out-of-theordinary landscaped garden, which you are welcome to visit by
appointment.
I sell plants and seeds internationally. Please feel free to contact me via
email, post, telephone or our website.

Alick’s Clivia
Clivia Enterprises Limited
Alick & Frances McLeman
Address: 26 Merfield Street, Glen Innes, Auckland 1072
Phone (09) 5213062 Email: clivia@xtra.co.nz
website www.clivia.net.nz
Photo site: http://www.flickr.com/photos/alicksclivia/
I am primarily a hobbyist who has been growing and collecting clivia
since the early 1990s. I have an extensive collection including all
species of clivia. Offsets from my collection plants can be purchased,
and I publish an international seed catalogue in March each year.
Enquiries can be addressed by mail, email or telephone. Visitors are
welcome by appointment and it is not necessary to purchase plants
when you visit.

Guava, a plant from Rex Williams
Dr Keith Hammett
Owner:
Keith Hammett
Location: 488c, Don Buck Road, Massey, Auckland 0614,
New Zealand
Telephone:(09) 833 9453
Fax:
(09) 833 54990
Email:
khammett@clear.net.nz
Website: drkeithhammett.co.nz
Keith Hammett is first and foremost a scientist/plant
breeder working with a number of disparate genera. He
became interested in Clivia, many years ago and has
established the largest and most diverse collection in New
Zealand. The bulk of the collection is planted outside
under trees.
Plants have been sourced both from collections
around the world as well as from habitat in South Africa.
The collection has supported fundamental research into the
genus, leading to a better understanding of both its
chromosome and pigment systems as well as the
establishment of C. robusta as a separate species.
Breeding is ongoing and hybrids between the
various species are a special interest.
Large-scale seed production is undertaken for the
nursery industry and plants are available within New
Zealand. As the collection matures it is becoming possible
to offer limited numbers of named cultivars propagated
vegetatively as well as high quality seed raised plants.

SHOW PICS

Auckland Show Display

Ray Sidoti and Ian Baldick

Margaret Matthews & Mary Colquhoun

Allan Inch and Brian Steven

Harry Erasmus and Huxley Althaus

Tino Ferero and Bill Dijk

Rex Williams Orange

Frances McLeman and Jim Shields

Tony Barnes Pastel

Chris Lu and Allen Inch

Helen Marriot

Felicity Weeden and Lisa Manion

Keith Hammett addressing the crowd.

Ian Coates and Ken Smith

Rex and Dee Williams

Seasons Greetings
Club Library

From your committee and David your editor,
wishing you all the best for the New Year.

We remind members that in line with our aim to disseminate information the club
library maintains a stock of publications on clivia for sale at reasonable prices.
The sale items are listed below and you will note that some items have been
reduced in price:
Clivia Society Yearbooks #2; #3 & #4
$15
Clivia Society Yearbooks #6, #7, #8, #9 & #10
$20
Graham Duncan “Grow Clivia” (previous edition)
$15
(reduced)
(excellent information for the beginner)
Graham Duncan “Grow Clivia” (new edition)
$25
(his new book with a mass of new information)
"Cultivation of Clivia" by Clivia Society
$15
(reduced)
(another excellent reference book)
For enthusiasts of the short, broad leaf Chinese clivia:
"Appreciation of Clivia"
(reduced)
(great photos, with some English translation)
"Changchun Clivia"
(reduced)
(great photos, with some English translation)
Other items:
Clivia colour charts - Old basic style
(still very useful to determine colour)
Clivia colour charts – new swatch style
(wider variety of colours)
NZ Clivia Club T-Shirts
(L & XL only)
(reduced)
(black with white trim and Logo)

Blushing Bride

Sponge Bob – Rex Williams

$45

$40

$10

Peach – Judy Shapland

Bicolour – Rex Williams

$55
$20

***Note: At time of writing fresh stocks of some yearbooks and the
popular new edition of Graham Duncan’s “Grow Clivia” had not yet
arrived from South Africa, but they can be ordered.
The library also holds permanent copies of all the publications listed above which
together with the following additional publications may be loaned by members.
There will be a small charge for postage and packaging. The additional
publications are:
Yearbooks #1 & #5
“Clivias” by Harold Koopowitz
(arguably the best book yet written on the subject)
New Spectrum of Clivia (with English translation)
For all Clivia Product sales and Library enquiries please get in touch with our
Librarian, Diana Holt.
Phone (09) 833 5769. Email dianah@edgeofeden.co.nz
Write: 13 Wickstead Place, Massey East 0614, Auckland
Heard at the Sunday Discussion Forum – How to increase the length of the
peduncles on your clivia? Feed them giraffe poo.

Peach – Rex Williams

Cosmic Aurora

Coconut Ice

Vico Yellow

A note from one of our visitors on the recent tour.
Hi to everyone and many thanks to the organisers of Kiwi Clivia.
My husband and I had a most enjoyable time. Everywhere we went, the
people we visited were friendly and generous. I thought I had done with
seed planting before I left home for the trip, but after customs released
my seed (Australian customs doesn't like handwritten labels), I had many
more to plant. Thanks to Diana and others, everything was well
organised and we were never left behind despite nearly always being last
to board the bus. One day, Ken Smith ran all the way back to the bus to
make sure he got there before Steve and I. It seems we have a common
interest in antiques as well as Clivias.
New Zealand is a much more beautiful and interesting place than I ever
imagined. I had supposed it would be more like Australia, which is also
interesting and beautiful in its own way.
One of the best things about KiwiClivia, was the chance to meet fellow
enthusiasts in person. I am a little isolated in Kyogle. I really enjoyed
meeting people who were pretty much just names to me before, and being
able to talk about growing and breeding Clivias with people that
understand and share the obsession. I really hope I have the chance to
meet everyone that went to KiwiClivia again, and hope to meet many of
the other members of this group one day.
Regards,
Kerrie McElroy

