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Presidential Ponderings 

Congratulations to the NZ Gardens Trust on 
running a well organised, interesting and 
entertaining conference in April. Visiting gardens 
and horticultural establishments (including a 
medical marijuana production facility) followed 
by the Saturday evening conference dinner and 
talks, and the Sunday working sessions were all 
well received. 
 
The RNZIH Thursday evening events were also 
successful with the Banks Lecture delivered by 
Bill Brett followed by the presentation of some 
of our 2024 Awards and the 2024 AGM. 
 
These events are important in bringing together 
many horticulturists, gardeners and garden 
designers to exchange ideas, develop 
friendships, and think about the way they do 
things now and in the future. 
 
Thinking about the future is something we all 
must do. Organisations like the RNZIH need to 
be able to critique their current status and look 
ahead at the challenges in front of them. 
 
Here are a few: 
• How to get younger people involved in 

horticulture and make a career. 

• How horticulturists can help in managing 
climate change, improving water quality, 
producing fresh food, designing urban 
landscapes, etc. 

• How can we encourage, manage and 
reward continuous lifelong horticultural 
learning. 

 
I am sure there are many other examples we 
can identify. Maybe you could send me a 
message about what you think we could be 
doing. 
 
Networking and partnerships are happening all 
around us. No longer can we go to work or the 
garden or outdoors and think we know it all or 
can do it all. Talking directly or indirectly with 
others is really important in developing our 
knowledge, techniques and skills. 
 
This also happened years ago when 
horticulturists, botanists, gardeners, and 
collectors used to write letters to each other all 
over the world. It took time to get a reply which 
because it was written and considered was great 
advice, but it worked. Today we have instant 
communication by phone, video, email, 
WhatsApp etc.  

Close inspection of a medical marijuana plant.  
Photo: Clare Shearman. 

Attendees at the RNZIH evening, as part of the NZGT 
conference. Photo: Liz Morrow. 
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Because it is so instantaneous I wonder how 
well thought out some of our immediate 
responses are? 
 
Maybe we do need to get back to talking face 
to face in a seminar/conference situation 
where time is available for a thoughtful 
response then or sometime later. 
 
One of the ways we can spread our knowledge 
is to write it down. As our Horticultural 
Communicator for 2024, Fiona Eadie says, 
“Knowledge is not knowledge until it is shared”. 
 
If you know something and don’t share, it is no 
good to anyone. 
 
I know from experience writing something can 
be difficult to start with. How can we make it 
easier? There are several ways: 
 
• Write about something you know. Too 

many people try to write about a topic 
they know little about. That’s hard and 
often does not work. 

• Write something short for a newsletter. 
It’s less formal, and not subject to too 
much critique. 

• Get together and collaborate with 
someone who has written before. This 
way it becomes a learning experience. 

• Read what others have written and ask 
could I have done that? 

 
One place you could look at is our new digital 
archive of all our newsletters and journals. You 
might even find my first article in there. 
 
The RNZIH Newsletter or Journal would love to 
have your contribution. 
 
It is through sharing knowledge that we can all 
have a part in helping to advance horticulture 
in Aotearoa New Zealand and beyond. 
 
 

Alan Jolliffe 
President, RNZIH 
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Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Graham Smith, for 
becoming a Member of the NZ Order of Merit 
(MNZM) for Services to Horticulture at the 
King’s Birthday Honours, 2024.  

Graham’s citation reads: 
 

Mr Smith joined Pukeiti in 1969 as Curator, 
later becoming Horticultural Director in 
1991 and then Director from 1995 to 2008. 
He built a specialised and internationally 
recognised Rhododendron collection, 
importing many specimens and 
establishing links with leading gardens in 
the United Kingdom and the USA. He led 
plant collecting expeditions to countries of 
origin, creating a significant global 
collection that plays a role in the 
conservation of a range of threatened 
species. He is known internationally for his 
extensive knowledge of Rhododendron, 
and he has published widely. He has served 
as Vice President of the International 
Rhododendron Union, has lectured 
internationally, and was fundamental to 
the development of the Massey University 
‘ex-situ’ Rhododendron conservation 
project. He was the inaugural chair of the 
Taranaki Garden Festival. Since his 
retirement from Pukeiti in 2008, Mr Smith 
has continued as an active member of the 
Trust’s Gardens Advisory Group, working 
with Taranaki Regional Council since 2010, 
and takes guided walks through the 
gardens on members days and festival 
days. 

 

Graham’s achievement was showcased by a 
Taranaki Daily News article (www.stuff.co.nz/
nz-news/350294071/kings-birthday-honours-
2024-plantsman-who-brought-world-pukeiti). 
 
Graham was recognised with an earlier award 
by the Royal NZ Institute of Horticulture, when 
he was made an Associate of Honour in 2007. 
 
Congratulations to Vance Hooper for receiving 
the RHS Reginald Cory Memorial Cup for 2024. 
This cup is awarded annually to a raiser whose 
hybridisation programme has resulted in the 
recent introduction and availability of new 
hybrids of merit. This is another of a long list of 
accolades recognising Vance’s outstanding 
breeding of magnolias. 

Congratulations again to our 2024 RNZIH 
awardees: Des Snell, Diane Griffin, John 
McCullough, Barbara Wheeler, Lady Gillian 
Deane, Bob Matthews, Tony Barnes and Fiona 
Eadie. 

Graham Smith, MNZM for 2024.  
Photo: Vanessa Laurie / Taranaki Daily News. 
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Bob Matthews wearing his Plant Raiser medal following 
the Awards ceremony in Blenheim. Photo: Samantha 
Matthews. 

Fiona Eadie receiving her Horticultural Communicators 
medal from Alan Jolliffe. Photo: Murray Dawson. 

John McCullough holding his Associate of Honour certifi-
cate received from RNZIH President Alan Jolliffe.  
Photo: Liz Morrow. 

Tony Barnes receiving his Garden History medal from Alan 
Jolliffe. Photo: Liz Morrow. 

Their achievements were profiled in our March 
2024 newsletter, and their full citations will be 
published in our December 2024 journal. Four 
awardees (John McCullough, Fiona Eadie, Bob 
Matthews and Tony Barnes) were able to make 
it to our AGM in Blenheim (11th April 2024) to 
receive their awards in person. 
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Diane Griffin was presented with her award  
separately, at an Auckland Horticultural Council 
meeting on 11th May 2024. 

New executive member 
 
We warmly welcome Dylan Norfield as our new 
member of the RNZIH National Executive. 

Born in Tavistock, Devon, Dylan moved around 
the south of the UK spending a large proportion 
of his childhood in South Wales. 

He gained a Bachelor of Applied Science 
(ecology) (hons) at the University of 
Wolverhampton. 
 
After university Dylan took up a job at Bristol 
Botanic Garden which has a collection of more 
than 4,000 plant species. In 1996 Dylan joined 
the family business, Norfield’s Nursery, and 
began exhibiting at horticultural shows around 
the UK. He moved the nursery to its new 
premises in Llangwm, South Wales, where he 
set up a 40-acre arboretum as a seed orchard. 
 
From 2000–2005 he set up displays for 
Norfield’s Nursery, achieving over 30 Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) Gold medals and 
five Chelsea Gold medals for displays of rare 
trees and shrubs. After a holiday to 
New Zealand in 2006 the decision was taken to 
sell his UK nursery and move to Dunedin. 
 
His initial employment was in a wholesale 
nursery near Dunedin, where he gained 
knowledge of the horticultural industry in 
New Zealand. In 2007 he was employed by 
Dunedin Botanic Garden for a year looking after 
the Rose and Herbaceous Collection. After six 
months he moved to the Geographic Collection 
and Arboretum curating more than 2,000 
species of plants from nine geographic areas. In 
2019 he took up the role of Collections 
Supervisor, managing the horticultural staff, 
operations and collections at Dunedin Botanic 
Garden. 
 
Dylan is passionate about passing on 
horticultural knowledge and securing the 
future of rare and endangered exotic plants in 
New Zealand. 
 
In addition to his new role as executive 
member of the RNZIH, he contributes to other 
horticultural organisations: 
• Garden assessor and past trustee for the 

New Zealand Gardens Trust 
• New Zealand Branch of the International 

Dendrology Society: editor and 
committee member 

• Lead judge at the Ellerslie International 
Flower Show 

Diane Griffin receiving her Associate of Honour certificate 
from Dr Keith Hammett. Photo: Penny Cliffin. 

Dylan Norfield, new executive member of the RNZIH. 
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• Judge for the New Zealand Garden and 
Flower Show 

• Assessor for the Dunedin open garden 
scheme 

• Member of the curatorial advisory 
committee for Eastwoodhill Arboretum 

• Past feature writer for NZ Gardener 
• RHS member. 
 
Dylan is taking over from Clare Shearman as 
the BGANZ representative for the RNZIH, as 
Clare is undertaking a Longwood Gardens 
Fellowship in the USA. 
 
 

RNZIH Auckland Branch AGM Report 
 
Fernglen Native Plant Gardens, Kauri Road, 
Birkenhead. 

Date: Sunday 21 April, 2024. 
 
1.00 pm. Garden walk around Fernglen upper 

gardens and alpine house. 
2.00 pm. AGM and afternoon tea. 
3.00 pm. Bush walk into the fernery and 

reserve area. 

Fernglen Gardens was the property of the late 
Muriel Fisher. It is now owned by the Auckland 
Council and administered by the Auckland 
Council Parks Department. The gardens cover 
about 2 ha of largely native plants and there is 
a collection of rare alpine plants. 
 
The branch committee was re-elected: 
• Chair – Penny Cliffin 
• Secretary – Bronwen Rowse (before her 

subsequent passing) 
• Treasurer – Geoffrey Marshall 
• Committee – Andrew Maloy, Dave 

Dawson, Colin Bradshaw, Ross Ferguson. 
 
Geoffrey gave an account of the National AGM 
and Banks Lecture in Blenheim. Bronwen 
Rowse took the minutes. Bronwen soon after 
travelled to New Mexico, camping and hiking. 
Sadly she suffered a heart attack and passed 
away on the 26th May. Branch members 
attended her funeral and Penny spoke about 
Bronwen’s horticultural achievements 
(reproduced below). 
 
The committee will miss Bronwen’s humour 
and attitude to life very much, as well as her 
minute taking and catering expertise. 
 
 

In loving memory of Bronwen Rowse 
 
Bronwen was our very valued branch secretary, 
bringing joy and humour to our meetings and 
always being ready to get stuck in and do 
whatever needed doing. 
 
Bronwen was very involved with horticulture 
for a large part of her life. 
 
But first we understand she gained a 
New Zealand Certificate of Science in chemistry 
and geology, working for a time as a 
metallurgical chemist at NZ Steel and also 
gaining a degree in media studies. 
 
She then studied for a National Certificate in 
Horticulture with the RNZIH in Nursery 
Management and worked for a number of 
nursery firms and garden centres. 

Elingamita johnsonii in fruit, photographed at Fernglen. 
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In 1992 she took up a position with the 
Framework Trust for which she established and 
then managed a commercial production 
nursery as a rehabilitation to work and to 
community life for people who had 
experienced mental illness. Her work there 
attracted international interest, and she 
presented a rehabilitation case study at the 
conference of the American Horticultural 
Therapy Association in Michigan, USA, and she 
advised groups in New Hampshire setting up 
projects similar to that she directed in 
Auckland. 
 
She had her own small lifestyle block in South 
Auckland with fruit trees, roses, edible and 
medicinal plants, a few sheep and too many 
hens. 
 
She knew the reality of growing plants and had 
a broad encompassing knowledge of plants and 
their requirements, especially the 
requirements for propagation. I’m told she had 
an almost miraculous ability to persuade 
cuttings to grow. Bronwen first joined the 
Growing Friends at the Auckland Botanic 

Gardens at the instigation of Sue Davison, 
where her gift was put to work. Then when the 
coordinator retired, she took over leading the 
group. She excelled in letting the individual 
members of the Growing Friends be self-
motivating but as part of a group. Her sense of 
humour and her commonsense allowed her to 
resolve differences before they became 
problems. Her leadership was both relaxed and 
supportive. Perhaps her experience with the 
Framework Trust was of benefit?! 
 
Bronwen was a member of many horticultural 
groups including the RNZIH, the Auckland 
Garden History Society, the International Plant 
Propagator’s Society and the New Zealand 
Treecrops Association, holding various 
executive roles including Secretary, Treasurer 
and President. 
 
She was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
New Zealand Institute of Horticulture in 1998 
and an Honorary Life Member of the Friends of 
Auckland Botanic Gardens two years ago. 
 
We had a marvellous centenary for the 
Institute last year. Bronwen was full of 
business, catering for the masses with style 
and aplomb. 
 
I am a little embarrassed to tell you a another 
story of Bronwen from earlier this year. We 
were planning a trip up north to visit gardens. 
As the weekend came closer the weather 
forecast grew grimmer. I was keen to cancel 
the trip, but Bronwen was keen to proceed. I 
was going to stay in a motel. Bronwen was 
taking her tent! I think this illustrates how 
intrepid she was. I’m glad she went out doing 
what she loved. 
 
In the years that I have known Bronwen I have 
enjoyed her no nonsense, can-do attitude to 
life, and her wry humour and her warm 
support. 
 
Bronwen we will miss you. 
 

Penny Cliffin 
Chair of the Auckland Branch of the RNZIH 

 

Bronwen Rowse, 17th May 1948 – 26 May 2024. 
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‘100 years of horticultural 
history’ – project completed 

Our project to digitise the RNZIH publications 
archive has been completed. 
 
These archives contain numerous articles and 
historic information, and are sourced from 
about 300 journals, newsletters, conference 
proceedings, and other material published by 
the RNZIH since 1925. 
 
This represents nearly all our publications, now 
freely available in digital format for the first 
time. They are downloadable/viewable as PDFs 
via our website: 
• Journal archive: www.rnzih.org.nz/

pages/
NZ_Garden_Journal_index.htm#JournalA
rchive 

• Newsletter archive: www.rnzih.org.nz/
pages/news.html#NewsArchive 

• Other RNZIH publications: 
www.rnzih.org.nz/pages/
publications.htm 

 
In addition, we gifted hardcopies to several 
specialist botanical/horticultural libraries to 
help complete their physical collections. In 
return, we were loaned several issues missing 
from the RNZIH collection for scanning and 
digitising. We collaborated with and thank the 
following libraries: 
• National Library of New Zealand Te Puna 

Mātauranga o Aotearoa 
• Auckland Botanic Gardens library 
• Christchurch Botanic Gardens library 
• Lincoln University Library 
• Uare Taoka o Hākena Hocken Collections, 

Dunedin. 
 

We are continuing to work with the National 
Library of NZ to house our minute books and 
other archival material for posterity. We will 
also continue to track down the (very) small 
number of missing publications for digitisation 
and use this resource to improve records of our 
early awardees. 
 
This project was made possible by a grant from 
the Lottery Environment and Heritage 
committee. 
 
We also thank DataNZ (Auckland) for scanning 
the majority of our holdings. 
 
Murray Dawson managed the project, and 
uploaded the extensive new content. 
 
Everyone interested in botany, gardening, 
horticulture and horticultural history, and 
tracing the achievements of eminent plants-
people will benefit from access to this wealth 
of newly available material. The new archives 
are already being used by the horticultural 
community – please help to spread the word! 
 

Murray Dawson 
 
 

‘Taking Stock’ project – 
successful Rhododendron 

submissions 
 
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 
has completed their decisions on two of our 
Rhododendron submissions. We provided 
evidence in these ‘Section 26’ applications that 
65 species of Rhododendron were ‘not new’ to 
New Zealand, and have, in fact, been present in 
the country before 1998. This was the year that 
the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms 
Act came into effect, along with greater 
regulation of plant species. 
 
We recently received the welcome news that 
the EPA accepted our evidence in both 
applications for all species. 
 
Their statutory determinations are publicly 
available at: 
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• https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2024-
au3005?stageDraft 

• https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2024-
au3007?stageDraft. 

Illustrated (left) are three of the 65 
Rhododendron species now officially recognised 
as present in New Zealand by the EPA, 
photographed at Pukeiti by Marion MacKay, 
and included in our application. 
 
As part of extended delivery of the ‘Taking 
Stock’ project to document plant species 
missing from official databases such as MPIs 
Plants Biosecurity Index, we will be submitting 
further applications – the next one will focus on 
species from a wide range of genera. 
 
Many hundreds, if not thousands, of cultivated 
plant species remain poorly recognised in 
New Zealand. This remains a challenge. 
 

Murray Dawson and Marion MacKay 
 
 

RNZIH Education Trust 
 
Chairman’s Report (prepared for the 2023 
annual statement of accounts) 

Another busy year has been completed by the 
RNZIH Education Trust with another series of 
successes to report. 2022 was a challenging 
year post COVID, as financial hardships began 
to show itself throughout New Zealand, and in 
the horticultural industry it became more 
difficult to gain sponsorship.  

Rhododendron pleistanthum 

Rhododendron suoilenhense 

Rhododendron venator 

Hamish Gates, outgoing Chair of the RNZIH Education 
Trust. 
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This meant that funds had to be carefully 
managed, tricky during a time of rapid 
inflation. We were left with a final cash 
position of $91,625.00, a pleasing result given 
the economic climate. 
 
A net deficit of $16,133.00 was posted, $7500 
of this was unforeseen due to bringing a new 
event manager on board for a one month cross
-over with the company Alcova. 
 
Without this cross-over of event manager 
duties a deficit of $8,677 would have been 
posted. This was primarily due to increased 
catering costs and other smaller increases over 
the operating year. 
 
2023 saw the end of the contractual term with 
the previous event manager, Alcova, and the 
search for a new event manager was 
undertaken. Shona Willis was appointed to the 
role and commenced in December 2023. 
Alcova did an excellent job helping us to grow 
the Young Horticulturist competition into what 
it is today. 
 
So far to the AGM date, Shona has started 
contributing to the RNZIH Education Trust 
extremely well, bringing a wealth of experience 
with charities. Shona will be an invaluable 
member of the team. 

At the 2022 competition we advertised for 
people interested in joining the trust. Claudia 
Knarston from Think Water, Craig Hart from 
Horticentre, and Darren O’Shea from Fruitfed 
Supplies joined as a result. They all bring 
excellent skills and experience to the Trust and 
will be valuable members in its development. 
 
In the close of 2023 it was announced that as 
current Chairman, I would resign from my role 
as Chairman, and from the Trust, to focus on 
my family. (Shaun Trevan is the new Chair.) 
 
On a personal note, I am very grateful for my 
time on the Trust and have valued being able 
to work with such wonderful people 
throughout my time – thank you to everyone 
who has made my time here so special. 
 
The 2023 competition posted a first-time 
occurrence having three female finalists taking 
positions first, second, and third. 
 
• First: Meryn Whitehead (Nelson, 

Horticulture New Zealand) 
• Second: Renee Johnson (Auckland, 

New Zealand Recreation Association) 
• Third: Lydia O’Dowd (Christchurch, 

New Zealand Plant Producers 
Incorporated). 

 
We are looking forward to the 2024 
competition year, although there are certainly 
challenges ahead with further economic 
difficulty putting a strain on businesses. The 
Trust will be focusing on making every decision 
carefully and utilising resources to the best of 
their ability. 
 
The Trustees extend a sincere thank you to all 
the sponsors and supporters of the Young 
Horticulturist competition. 

Hamish Gates 
(outgoing) Chairman 

Shona Willis, new Event Manager for the RNZIH Education 
Trust. 
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Notable Tree News 
 
2024 Tree of the Year 
The NZ Notable Trees Trust and New Zealand 
Arboricultural Association (NZ Arb) are thrilled 
to announce ‘The Walking Tree’ as the 2024 
Tree of the Year New Zealand! 

This 32-metre northern rātā (Metrosideros 
robusta), near Karamea Cemetery, captivated 
New Zealanders with its twin trunks resembling 
a striding figure in high heels, earning it the 
nickname, ‘The Walking Tree’. Its resemblance 
to Tolkien’s Ents has added to its charm. 
Nominated by Bryan Bell, it received over 42% 
of the votes, clearly winning the annual poll. 
 
The northern rātā, one of New Zealand’s tallest 
flowering trees, begins life as an epiphyte in 
the forest canopy, eventually enveloping its 
host tree. These trees can live for up to 1,000 
years, though the exact age of ‘The Walking 
Tree’ is unknown. Its unique appearance and 
fascinating life story have made it a local icon, 
known since 1875 when Pete Curry’s family 
cleared the land but preserved this 
extraordinary tree. 
 
Richie Hill, president of NZ Arb, highlighted the 
tree’s role in enhancing local environments and 
providing a sense of place for generations. 

Development West Coast’s CEO, Heath Milne, 
praised the region’s rich natural heritage, 
noting that Karamea’s Walking Tree stands out 
as a prime example. 
 
Thank you to our sponsor Delta Utility Services, 
partner NZ Notable Trees Trust, and everyone 
who participated in Tree of the Year 
New Zealand 2024. 
 
Nominations sought: Ronald Flook Award 
This NZ Arb Award was established in 1993. The 
award is to elevate and recognise high 
standards of practice in arboriculture, including 
tree raising, tree health and management and 
amenity tree protection or design. The 
recipient will have demonstrated exceptional 
management of trees, whether functional or 
aesthetic in any stage of development. 
 

The Ronald Flook award, administered by NZ Arb. 
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celebrated by birds competing in a melodious 
festival of song. A garden takes its inspiration 
and elements from nature, and is always in 
harmony with nature. A garden is a bountiful 
collection of nature’s elements – stone, water, 
soil, trees, shrubs, palms, ferns, grasses, flowers 
and fruits. 
 
A garden is a balanced play of abstract thought 
– yin with yang, height with depth, narrowness 
with width, distance with closeness, light with 
shade, rough with smooth, life with death. 
 
A garden modifies the adversities of the climate 
– traps the warmth of the sun, gathers the rain, 
softens the wind, and cools the heat. 
 
A garden has many resting places, so that its 
delights may be enjoyed by both its creator and 
visitor alike. A garden is a creation of nature’s 
poetry, compiled as a great painting – fresh and 
pure to enliven the soul. A garden is the only 
place in which to live. 
 
A garden is a reflection of the intellectual depth 
of its creator. 
 
A garden is a place in which to take tea with a 
friend. 

By the late Graeme C. Platt 

NZ Arb has named this award after well-known 
Nelson based landscape architect Ron Flook for 
his tireless contribution to arboriculture in NZ 
through the former Notable Trees Scheme and 
the development of the Standard Tree 
Evaluation Method (STEM). The award also 
recognises the high standard of his professional 
work and the way he used trees as significant 
features in his landscape designs. 
 
2024 is the 31st year that the NZ Arb Ronald 
Flook Award is to be presented. The successful 
nominee receives the gift of a bone carving and 
loan of the trophy for one year together with a 
cheque for $500 from Cindy Flook. 
 
Nominations, including citation detailing the 
career of the applicant with reasons why they 
should be considered for the award. This 
should include any qualifications, work 
experience, published articles, and any other 
relevant details. Nominations should be 
emailed to NZ Arb at: 
administrator@nzarb.org.nz 
 
Closing date for nominations: 30 August 2024 
 
 

Poem: A Garden 

 
A garden is a place of peace and tranquillity, 
created for the purpose of uplifting the human 
emotions – a haven to escape the intellectual 
and spiritual poverty so prevalent in the noise 
and haste of daily travail. A garden is an oasis, 
where artists, poets and writers naturally 
gather for spiritual inspiration. 
 
A garden is a place to celebrate the seasons – 
the birth of Spring, the flush of Summer, the 
maturity of Autumn, and the dormancy of 
Winter. 
 
A garden is a series of rooms: each leading one 
to the other – sunny rooms, big rooms, little 
rooms, shady rooms, leafy rooms, wet rooms 
and dry rooms; rooms underground, rooms with 
sky for roofs, rooms with views and vistas; 
secluded rooms and romantic rooms. 
 
A garden is a banquet of nature’s bounty, 
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Photos from the New Zealand Gardens Trust conference 
‘Mountains to Ocean: Spectacular and Significant Landscapes.  

Maunga to Moana’ 
 
Day one: Blenheim, 11th April 2024 

Welton House Garden, designed by Ross Palmer, and the site of an historic homestead  
five minutes’ drive from central Blenheim. Photos: © Victoria Read. 

Mix and mingle, Blenheim Club.  
Photo: Murray Dawson. 

Bill Brett, delivering the 2024 Banks Memorial  
Lecture, Blenheim Club. Photo: Murray Dawson. 

Day two: Kekerengu, 12th April 2024 

Left: Posing with the produce at Puro Farm, 
New Zealand’s largest grower of medicinal cannabis. 
 

Above: Enjoying a sumptuous lunch at The Store, 
Kekerengu. Photos: © Juliet Nicholas. 
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Day two: 12th April 2024 (continued) 

A spectacular brick porthole at Winterhome, 
Kekerengu. Photo: © Paul Roper-Gee. 

Barewood Garden, a large, semi-formal country 
garden. Creators Carolyn and Joe Ferraby (pictured) 
have their Awatere Valley property currently for 
sale. Photo: © Liz Morrow. 

Victoria Read, Trust Manager of the NZGT, stopping 
to smell the roses at Barewood Garden.  
Photo: © Tracy Brown. 

An autumn avenue at Barewood Garden.  
Photo: © Paul Roper-Gee. 

Damp conditions at Winterhome.  
Photo: © Juliet Nicholas. 
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Day three: Blenheim, 13th April 2024 

Above: Dramatic view from Rosa and Mike Da-
vison’s house at Paripuma, showing the long path 
leading to the beachfront, framed by native plants. 
Photo: © Victoria Read. 
 

Right: Tecomanthe speciosa in full flower at Paripu-
ma. Photo: © Clare Shearman. 

View from the back lawn of Whitney Garden, show-
ing the established garden and tastefully renovated 
house. Photo: Murray Dawson. 

Whitney Garden, with Amaranthus caudatus (love-
lies-bleeding) growing to perfection.  
Photo: © Henrietta Haskell. 

House and native garden at Moritaki, owned by 
Peter and Andrea Forrest. Photo: Murray Dawson. 

The wide diversity and form of native plantings at 
Moritaki, composed by Japanese landscape design-
er, Hiro Yoshida. Photo ©: Jennifer Horner. 
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Ben Potter   Auckland 
Diane Griffin   Auckland 
Steven Cooke 
     (joint membership) Auckland 
Auckland Botanic Gardens 
     (corporate member) Auckland 

Cliff Lawrence (rejoined) New Plymouth 
Collin Cowie (rejoined) Manakau 
Clare Gleeson  Wellington 
Megan Cook   Wellington 
Elizabeth Wilks  Christchurch 

New members 
 

We warmly welcome our new members: 

Westgrove, a garden 
owned by Pat Jones. 
Photo: © Victoria Read. 

Woodend, an NZGT Founding Garden 
owned by Margaret and Brian Herd. 
Photo: © Eva Knapp. 

Longfield Estate Gardens, an Italian in-
spired garden owned by Rob and Lynne 
Hammond. Photo: © Victoria Read. 


