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President’s Comments 
From across much of the country there are reports of 
the impact of the dismal summer (for most parts!) on 
the ripening and harvesting of crops from vegetables 
to grapes. Amenity horticulture has not been spared 
either with delayed flowering and fungal infestations 
wreaking havoc. The gardening columns still 
cheerfully and bravely offer advice on what to do 
each week! However that is the very essence of 
horticulture – sometimes it goes well and other times 
you just have to get on with it. No one is coming to 
the rescue. 
 
Coming up is our Annual General Meeting to be held 
in Hamilton on Friday evening, 27 April 2012. See 
our newsletter for details. 
 
The most exciting aspect of the AGM is the 
presentation of the Awards and the Banks Memorial 
Lecture. 
 
The Banks Lecture this year is presented by 
Dr Marion MacKay who is going to speak of her 
book Plants of Pukeiti Forest which is a phenomenal 
record of her research of the Pukeiti Forest. 
 
The awards this year all go to very deserving 
recipients some of whom are well known to many of 
us and others who have quietly „got on with the job‟ 
to the benefit of horticulture in New Zealand and in 
turn to us all. I hope that you are able to join us to 
celebrate their recognition. Our awardees are also 
congratulated in this issue of the newsletter and their 
citations will be published in the next edition of our 
journal. 
 
The impact of Governments‟ recent announcement 
to focus the purpose of local authorities on core 
services is cause for concern especially for amenity 
horticulture – an industry sector which has never 
truly recovered from the fractures caused by funder/
provider splits and continues to struggle to maintain 
national coherence. How the new legislation will 
impact on public parks, gardens and reserves and 
how it defines services provided „for the public good‟ 
remains unclear. 

 
New Zealanders can ill afford to walk away from 
their environmental responsibilities in cities and 
regions or further neglect our community 
responsibilities to native and exotic biodiversity. 
 
We still have places for three nominations for the 
executive this year. If you want to make a 
contribution to horticulture in New Zealand this is 
your opportunity! Even a small contribution can 
make a great difference. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Hamilton and 
perhaps you will stay on for the rest of the 
programme for the New Zealand Gardens Trust 
conference which has something for every garden 
owner, manager and enthusiast. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
 
 
David Sole 
President, RNZIH 
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Davies Nurseries, and is 
the longest serving former 
staff member. 

 

During his time with the 
research division of D&D 
(from since 1984 to his 
retirement in 2004) Jim 
had a close association 
with the development and 
production of many new 
plants. 

RNZIH awardees 
 

Congratulations to the 2012 RNZIH awardees –
their awards will be presented following the AGM at 
the NZ Gardens Trust Conference venue. Their full 
citations are scheduled to be published in the June 
2012 edition of our journal. 

 

Andrew Malloy 

has become our newest 
Associate of Honour 
(AHRIHNZ). Andrew is 
a bromeliad grower and 
b r e e de r  b a s e d  i n 
Auckland. He has served 
as Chairman of the 
RNZIH executive and the 
RNZIH Education Trust 
and provided long service 
in many areas of New 
Zealand horticulture. 

 

Kerei Thompson  

has become a Fellow of 
the RNZIH (FRIH). 

 

Kerei is based in 
Wellington and is 
Director of his award 
w i n n i n g  g a r d e n 
management company, 
Bark Ltd. Kerei became 
an assessor for the 
New Zealand Gardens 
Trust in 2005, went on to become a trustee in 2007, 
serving as Vice Chair for three years and becoming 
the NZGT Chairman in 2011. 

 

Alan Jellyman 

has received the Garden 
History Award.  

 

Alan lives in New 
Plymouth and recently 
authored The growing world 
of Duncan and Davies, a 
detailed history of what is 
arguably New Zealand‟s 
most important ever plant 
nursery. 

 

Jim Rumbal  

of Waitara received the Plant Raisers‟ Award. Like 
Alan Jellyman, Jim was employed with Duncan and 
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Dr Keith Hammett was interviewed on his work 
breeding dahlias and other ornamental plants. 

 

An interesting article based on this interview was 
published in the New Zealand Listener, February 27, 
2012 (and online at www.listener.co.nz/lifestyle/
gardens/dahlias-a-breed-of-their-own/). 

About BGANZ: 
Botanic Gardens Australia and New Zealand 

 

BGANZ is made up of Botanic Gardens within Australia and New Zealand. They pro-
mote activities of botanic gardens generally and enhancing the state of botanic gardens 
for the advantage of the community. 
 
The aims of BGANZ include: 
 

providing a forum for information exchange and coordinated planning 

fostering best-practice standards amongst Australian and New Zealand 
botanic gardens and other botanic gardens internationally 

being an advocate for the interests of Australian and New Zealand bo-
tanic gardens 

providing policy and legislative advice affecting botanic gardens 

advocating plant conservation and fostering the plant sciences and social and cultural heritage 
programs 

building and maintaining links with relevant national and international bodies. 
 
The New Zealand members have been meeting in a series of seminars, the most recent in Dunedin in Sep-
tember 2011. The program was based around our plant collections which included defining a collection, stan-
dards, record keeping and ongoing enhancements. 
 
The next BGANZ-NZ seminar is to be held on 25-26th of April in Hamilton and will precede the NZ Gar-
dens Trust Conference. The theme for this seminar is design and includes the following areas: 
 

the design process 

designing for visitors 

practical design of the garden 

looking to the longer term. 
 
Visit the BGANZ website at www.bganz.org.au for more information. 
 
Jeremy Hawker 
RNZIH BGANZ-NZ representative 

Congratulations 

Lawrie Metcalf has re-
cently published an all-new, 
fully revised edition of his 
iconic The cultivation of 
New Zealand Trees and Shrubs. 

 

This book remains the most 
comprehensive and authori-
tative reference available on 
cultivars of New Zealand‟s 
native trees and shrubs. 

http://www.listener.co.nz/lifestyle/gardens/dahlias-a-breed-of-their-own/
http://www.listener.co.nz/lifestyle/gardens/dahlias-a-breed-of-their-own/
http://www.bganz.org.au/
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RNZIH New Zealand Gardens Trust 
 

Conference 2012 – “Waikato Bouquet” 
The annual NZGT Conference will be held in Hamilton in April 2012. 
 
Conference details: 
Venue: Novotel Hotel, Hamilton. 
Date: 27–29 April. 
 
The Conference opens on Friday 27th April at 8.00 am and concludes on Sunday 
29th April at approximately 4.00 pm. 
 
Keynote speaker at the conference dinner will be Barry Ferguson, an 
accomplished florist who spent more than 30 years in New York, catering with 
style to the elegant and the famous in the “Big Apple”. Be entertained and 
amused with his tales of high life and high jinks. 
 
On Saturday Dr Peter Sergel will speak about the development of the Hamilton Gardens and then lead 
participants on a tour of the gardens. On Sunday morning Jack Hobbs will speak on good garden plants and 
his talk will be followed by an open forum which will be your chance to speak on trust matters. See the 
Conference brochure for additional speakers and garden tour details. 
 
NB: The RNZIH AGM, award presentations and Banks Memorial Lecture is being held from 6.00 pm on 
27th April. The lecture will be delivered by Dr Marion MacKay, who recently published a book about the 
plants at Pukeiti, and will speak on that topic. 
 
Contact Irene Collins, Administration Manager, for the Conference Programme and Registration form. 
Registrations close Monday 16th April 2012. 
Email: nzgt@rnzih.org.nz 

Website: www.gardens.org.nz/events/ 

 

RNZIH Annual General Meeting 
 

This year‟s Annual General Meeting will be held at the NZGT conference venue.  
The 2012 RNZIH Awards will be presented following the AGM and preceding the Banks Memorial Lecture.  
Venue: Fairfield Function Room, Novotel Hotel, Hamilton.  
Date: Friday, 27 April 2012.  
Time: 6.00 pm.  
 
Agenda:  
1. Apologies/In Memoriam  
2. Minutes of the 2011 AGM  
3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the 2011 AGM  
4. Chairman‟s Report  
5. Statement of Accounts for 2011 and Budget for 2012  
6. Branch Reports  
7. Election of Officers  
8. General Business:  

8.1 Subscriptions  
8.2 NZ Gardens Trust  
8.3 RNZIH Notable Trees Trust  
8.4 RNZIH Education Trust  
8.5 NZ Plant Collections Register  
8.6 Publications and website  
8.7 Other.  
 

RNZIH Award Presentations – 6.45 pm. 

mailto:nzgt@rnzih.org.nz
http://www.gardens.org.nz/events/
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RNZIH Notable Trees Trust 
 

Notable Tree Notes 
 
In each edition of the Newsletter we feature a tree from the New Zealand Tree Register. The idea is to highlight a specimen with 
outstanding attributes and/or an especially interesting history. Please visit the website for more information. 
 
From a humble acorn… the Davis Oak 
 
Northland can lay claim to being the first for many things in New Zealand‟s relatively young history. The 
celebrated Māori explorer Kupe made his first landfall in Hokianga when re-discovering Aotearoa. Okiato 
Point, near Russell in the Bay of Islands, was the country‟s first capital and in the middle of a maize field in 
Waimate North stands a solitary English oak tree, Quercus robur, which is recorded as being the first oak tree-
grown in New Zealand. 
 
However, where it stands now is not where it was originally planted. The acorn from which this tree grew was 
brought from Goat Hill in Dorset, England, by church missionary Richard Davis. Davis arrived in the Bay of 
Islands in 1824 and gave the acorn to Reverend Henry Williams‟ wife who planted it at the mission station in 
Paihia. 
 
Under instruction from Reverend Samuel Marsden, 
who was determined to bridge the Waitangi River 
and establish an inland mission station at Waimate 
North, Davis was permanently posted to the new 
mission station in 1831. He took with him the 
fledgling tree from Paihia and transplanted it at the 
new settlement where it tenaciously survives today. 
 
The historical and botanical significance of it being 
the first of its species successfully grown in the 
country generates particular interest for those who 
stumble upon it. It is not the biggest oak tree to be 
found in New Zealand but, at 187 years old, it can 
be considered a national taonga. A fence was 
erected at a good distance around the tree about 30 
years ago to try to exclude farming operations, with 
varying levels of success. The canopy of the tree is 
gradually receding and a large limb has recently 
snapped out. 
 
It is sign-posted and can be viewed from the 
roadside at the start of Showground‟s Road in 
Waimate North and is well worth a visit for anyone 
travelling around the Bay of Islands. 
 
Kent Thwaites 
Trustee, New Zealand Notable Trees Trust 
 
 
The New Zealand Notable Trees Trust manages a free 
public database containing verified details of the most notable 
and significant trees in this country. The database is 
constantly being updated. New trees may be registered at any 
time – together with any contributions of information or 
support. View online at www.notabletrees.org.nz. 
 

 

    Top: The „oldest‟ oak tree in New Zealand - the Davis 
Oak tree. 

    Bottom: The Historic Places Trust plaque detailing the 
history of the Davis Oak tree. 

    Photos: NZ Notable Trees Trust. 

http://www.notabletrees.org.nz
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Finance Report 
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Ngā Tipu Whakaoranga:  
Māori Plant Use database 

 
Ngā Tipu Whakaoranga (plants that sustain us), at http://
maoriplantuse.landcareresearch.co.nz, is part of the Landcare Research suite of 
databases. The database evolved from a project funded by the Commonwealth 
Science Council in the late 1980s, which aimed to have the cultural and eco-
nomic value of plants to indigenous people recorded, recognised and considered 
in efforts to conserve biodiversity. 
 
The database contains fully referenced, detailed information on how Māori used 
plants to survive in New Zealand, particularly before the arrival of Europeans. 
Material relating to later economic uses of native plants is recorded too, though 
generally not timber uses and the kauri gum trade. 
 
Fungi and seaweeds are included, and there are references to some Pacific 
plants, such as Pandanus, that have links to Māori culture. Also included are perti-
nent references on traditional resource rights and intellectual property claims 
relating to plant uses by indigenous peoples. 
 
The information is taken from the written record, mostly published (books, articles, dictionaries, newspapers) 
and some unpublished (such as manuscripts and letters). Usually information is recorded as written in the 
source material, without interpretation, although editorial comment is sometimes made for clarification.  
 
Māori names for plants are recorded, though it‟s not always possible to link them with confidence to particu-
lar species. And there are many species for which the names are either no longer known, or which were not 
recognised as distinct. Conversely, there are species such as Phormium spp. where modern botanical classifica-
tion doesn‟t do justice to the many important variations determined and named by Māori (there are more than  
550 records relating to flax!).  
 
If you are interested in finding out as much as possible about the uses of a particular plant, don‟t stop at the 
first linked page you get to. Go into the „Search‟ tab and look for the plant again. There are often lots more 
references with useful information. Browse through the topics in the drop-down list, or search by fields such 
as “author” or “medicinal”. Clicking on the kowhai flower beside the botanical name will take you to the 
New Zealand Plant Names database (http://nzflora.landcareresearch.co.nz/). 
 
A lot of technical work has been done in the last couple of years to upgrade the formatting of Ngā Tipu 
Whakaoranga to enable it to be integrated with other databases (it started its life on the VAX storage system, 
in the days when PCs were only just being used in workplaces, and certainly well before the Internet!). It con-
tinues to evolve. 
 
We‟re always happy to receive new information, comments and corrections.  
 
Sue Scheele 
Landcare Research 
scheeles@landcareresearch.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://maoriplantuse.landcareresearch.co.nz/WebForms/default.aspx
http://maoriplantuse.landcareresearch.co.nz/WebForms/default.aspx
http://nzflora.landcareresearch.co.nz/
mailto:scheeles@landcareresearch.co.nz
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New Zealand native orchid key 
 
A demonstration version of the New Zealand native orchid key is now available for evaluation and testing. 
The link is www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biosystematics/plants/
orchidkey/. 
 
There is a help file explaining how to use interactive keys at: 
www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biosystematics/plants/help_key/
index.asp. There is also a link on that page to troubleshooting (what you need to 
do if the key does not work for you). 
 
Bear in mind that character scoring is not yet complete, so some of the orchids 
may not key out if you select some of these features missing for a particular or-
chid. Further images will also be added as they become available.  
 
Completion of this project is scheduled for 1 May 2013. The project is funded 
by the TFBIS (Terrestrial & Freshwater Biodiversity Information System) pro-
gramme and is a collaboration between myself (Murray Dawson), Jeremy Rolfe 
and the New Zealand Native Orchid Group. An article outlining the new pro-
ject was published in The New Zealand Native Orchid Group Journal 121: p. 22 (online at: 
www.nativeorchids.co.nz/Journals/121/121/index.html). 
 
Please feel free to circulate this information to others who may be interested. Your feedback and contribu-
tions are most welcome! 

Screen-shot of the new online native orchid key. 

 
Murray Dawson 
Landcare Research 
dawsonm@landcareresearch.co.nz 
 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biosystematics/plants/orchidkey/
http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biosystematics/plants/orchidkey/
http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biosystematics/plants/help_key/index.asp
http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biosystematics/plants/help_key/index.asp
http://www.nativeorchids.co.nz/Journals/121/121/index.html
mailto:dawsonm@landcareresearch.co.nz
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New Zealand Plant Collection Register: 
March 2012 update 

 
Work is progressing since I announced the start of the project in our last Newsletter (December 2011; see 
www.rnzih.org.nz/Newsletter/Newsletter_December_2011.pdf). 
 
Collections – we are beginning to gather plant collection records. Our sincere thanks to these and other con-
tributors: 

Hamilton Gardens (>15,000 records) 

Hackfalls Arboretum, near Gisborne (>3500) 

Tree species in the SCION grounds, Rotorua (>540) 

Titiraurangi Arboretum, Wanaka (>530) 

The Magnolia collection at Lincoln University, Canterbury (145) 

Herb Federation member listings. 
 
Cultivated plant names – so far we have >20,000 botanical and common names from about 20 reference 
sources. It is a huge task to validate all these names to ensure correct spelling and usage. 
 
Kathleen Barber is now helping us with this project. Kath recently completed a extramural Diploma in Horti-
culture through Massey University. She also works part-time at the Christchurch Botanic Gardens visitors cen-
tre and as a cellar master at Karikaas Cheese Factory. 
 
Murray Dawson 
New Zealand Plant Collection Register Project  
collections@rnzih.org.nz 

 

http://www.rnzih.org.nz/Newsletter/Newsletter_December_2011.pdf
mailto:collections@rnzih.org.nz

