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ARBOR DAY. 

By .J. Q. l\Ia cK enzie. "N.D.H. (N.Z. ) 

Director of Reserves, W cllington. 

(Broadcasted on h half of th<.' In stit ut e, from 2YA W Pllin gton 
on 7th .Jul y . 1036. ) 

Arbo1~ Da y this year i. to he held in this. the WellinO'!on Dis
tri t, on Augu, t 3tth. The Hon. W. E. Parry ha mad a spc.•c ia} ap
p eal that all schools and eolleges shonld. in some way, celebrat e this 
day. As most of you know, A1·l>or is the Latin for a tree. Arbor 
Day, therefor e. is th e day set apal't for the planting· of trees and 
also, in cidentall y, for think;ng ahout them and their value to human 
heings. by reason of th eir heauty and utility. 

Arhor Day originated some s<.'venty year:.; aO'O, when the la ck 
of trees was beginning to be felt in parts of the united taks of 
Ameri a. Owing to thi sca 1·city , there was a noti ceable har. lnwss 
of climate and a dull monotony of scenery. Tt was decided to dedi
ca t e one day in th e year for the express pm-pose of planting trees. 
The movement grew. ft was realised lat er that , if a n ew Go:pcl is 
to have a p e1·manPnt influence, it must be insti11ed into those who· 
are her eafter destin ed to he th e citizens of and to govern f he con n
t17, so children were brought into the movement. 

'Phe movement spread to New Zealand in the c·ouTse of time a.ncl. 
in 1892. th e Government of the day decided that the 4th of August 
should be observed as a public holiday for the purpose of planting . 
with all due ceremony, trees and shrubs in suitable places on pn hl i<" 
ancl private property. 

Tn 1016, during the War yeaT·s, the r ecognition of this day ns a 
public holiday ceased , and until last year any observance wa. very 
ha'1f.Jhearted. This. to all tree lovers, has bee n a matter for very a eep· 
regret. To Mrs. Knox Gilmer, the esteemed Pres ident of the W el
lington Horticultm·a 1 Society. great cred it is due fo1· her wonderful 
assistance towards th r r evival of .i\rbor Day and a11 it stands fo r . 
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Apnl't frorn th e adual planting of tr('('S, somethillg mon' is L'l'

quit· ('d aml should lw ('rnphasist'd in J'('SP(' d of Al'hor Da y, that i.· , 
a t1·et' S(' llS t'. Th e gt'nuine love of trees alld tht~ great part these 
play ~ n t:lie lih' of th e t ountl'y and the great gap, wh('l1 thc'n ' is a 
laek of tl'ct's. is fa1· from being develop('<l in .:.J ew Zea land. ..1\TbOL' 

Day c-an h elp to L'vokt' this tn'(' sense ancl al'Ouse the dcmnant en
thusia sm fo 1· trees in the gem' rnl eommunity of all t lasses in this 
Do111 inion , and pnl'til'nlarly to awaken, in th e youth of th e Natioll, 
Cl lov e of tJ'('('S, Cl p1·icle in th prn as a valued :National p ossess ion. nncl 
11 feC'ling of p c.' r so n al l' esponsihility in r ega rd t o their planting. th t' i1· 
prese1·vation ancl 11heir protedion aO'ainst va ndalism alli.l sellsckss 
w.::-_')fr . 'l.1h;1t su eh a sense is la c·king at the p1·est'llt time I have 1·eal
isrcl r~ n a number of occasions. 

S ome time ago, when a fil'e st1utecl Oil the \\Tilliam 's Pn l'k hills 
.at Da y's Ba y on a Satm·day nftcrno on <lining t he s umnH'l' , 1mcl 
h elpcl's ,,·e1't' wnnkd m·gently to pl'l'VC'nt the fii· c, thell ill its in c: ipi

-<.1 nt stage, from lwtom ing a major eonfingrntion, not 11101·t• tha ll a 
f-:(·0 1·c' of 1ltelpl'l's, out of the many hundrecls in the Pal'k and !J n th e 
heath , hotht' rcd to tlimb th e hill nnd nssist to keep th e fii ·t' ill c·h et' k . 
. .Again. on a Sundny morning two years ago, dnrin g t1w clry snm111er, 
when a fil' e sprend. fr om the gorsc-covc1·ed p1·ivate 1aJ](ls adja ce nt 
to th e \i\Tilt on Blo ·k to the Countil plantation on Tinakol'i Hill s . a 
lal'gc nnmhe1· of nC'a1·hy residents, also other s out for a morning 
wnlk. stood by and appeared to enj oy tthc sight of the lC'aping flames 
alllong tl1 c t1· rc's, whilst a few Council e01 p] oyces with som(' ontsidr 
nss istanct' fo nght th e flames. 

I f th el' l' was a pn'valcnt tree sc1 11se among the people as a whok. 
th e i·isk of an a ·(· 1icknta1 fir e wonlcl he il vel'y r emote ont' ancl th e' 
flrst sign of smoke would be a tall to h elp . The r emark or Sir .Julius 
Vogel. ma ny ypn 1·s ago. "that n swagger would burn clown n forest 
to light his pipe." nrny he an exnggcration. hut it must lH' t·crnfcssc'cl 
that : .olllt' of the finest forc'sts hnvc hren dc.'8troyed hy stH.:h ads 
of en r elcssn css. 

Happ il y , thcl'e a1·c' signs thnt a tree sensl' is lw ing clt'VC'lopecl in 
this ) omin io n. Th e r evival of Arbor Da y and all it stnnds for, nlso 
the passing and corn ing into force of t1he "Native Plants P1·ot cct ion 
A ct , 1 !13-:l. '' a 1·c signs in that di 1·ect ion. Suhjc'ct to ttl1e p1·ovisions of 
th e .Ad. t'Vl' J'Y person commits an offen ce w ho takes any prot ected 
native plnnt that is gr owin g on any Crow n land OJ' in nny S t ate 
forest 01· puhlic l' ese rve or on nny l'Oad 101' stn1 et , or who. without 
the const' nt of th e owner or lessee of nny private Janel. tnkes any 
protected native plant that is g1·owin g t h <' l' <' . (To ta.kc>, . in r plation 
of a native plant. in cludes gath ering, plucking, C'. Uttin g, pulling up. 
d estroying , digging up , r emoving or injuring the plant ) . As prnr
ti cally al1 native plnnts are protrdcd uncl el' t1ht' Act, it (rnly requirc·s 
the h ea rty co-operation of all hush lovers to make it fnl1y effective. 
Gone arc thr days when , at Cl1l'istmns time , many of ou1· shop front 
were d cto rntecl with F ern Trees ancl grt'cncry. to last , alas, only n 
few hours b efore heing hurnt. Th e ac-tion of th e W ellington City 
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Countil and of other local hodics, in prohibiting th e use of native 
greenery in the halls umle1· their juri ·diction, has been one of the 
first fruits of th e Act. 

Apart from the heautiflcation of the landscape, trees not only 
give pl easure to the artistic sense of man, but add to his comfort 
and have an elevating influence on ·his mind. Then again, tree. 
arc of great matel'ial benefit. conserving soil moi ture, modifying 
air temperature and helping to prevent undue evaporation. On the 
hills, they prevent erosion. ln the country, they protec~ the livr 
stock against th e cold blasts of winter and from , ummer's scorching 
heat. 'Dh ey lessen th e mechani ca l force of the hurricane, and thus 
protect farm crnps and fruit trees and so O'ive a direct r ctuen in 
hard cash to the man who decides to spend his money in planting. 

Afforrstation for commercial purpo es does not come into the 
picture, to any extent, a an Arhol' Day fun ct ion. hut every home
stead of any size would find a ten or twenty acre plantation, for 
hoth posts and firewood, a valuable asset. 

Now Zealand will always owe a great debt of O'ratitude to thr 
lnt e Dr. L eo nard Cockayne. His death. in .July, 1934. \YaS a . ever e 
loss . not only to this Dominion , wher~ he made his home, hut to 
th e world. Not only a world famed hotanist hut also a keen gar
denc1'. he made a life study of the living plant in its natural sur
round in gs. 1Lord Rutherford, " ·hen conferring the a \rnrd of the 
Darwin medal at th e annive1~. ary meeting of the Royal Society, 
stated that the excell(lnce of Doctor Cockayne's work made him 
one of the wo1·ld 's foremost living students o-f plant association. 

Dr. Cockayne 's int ense love of the primitive vc'getation of Now 
Zea land led him to sh·ive to prevent undu e damage throi_1gh thr in
frodnction of exotic grazing animals such as deer, into the native 
forests. Tmnressed ·as h r washy the faclt that the vegetation of New 
Zealnnd had come int·o heing, in the ahsencc of gl'azing and bro,rs
ing animals. he was deeply concerned at the depredations of animals 
introduced fol' . po1·t. H r lC'd the movement to check this lam entahl e 
damage and helped gTeatly to nronse that national sense of the nee 1 
fo1· action hasrcl on his knowledge. That steps are now hcing takrn. 
to reduce thi , national dang-er is. in no small measure. due to his 
woJ·k, against great opposition. i 11 stressing. in season and out of 
~eason. the immense damage that was hring clone. Ill' often sighed 
for the power to act on tlw aclvi c~C" that Dr. Ritter Von Goebel, th e 
German botanist who visitc•c1 this country in 1888 . gave him: "Got 
the fools ha ngrcl hrforr t1hr? ca n in trod nee wild goats. which indeed 
would cat up not only yo111· hrantifnl alpine flora hut rvrn the for
ests. as they do in Greece." 

From 1808 to 1084. Dr. Cockayne wrote mnny papers a ncl hooks 
on "Ne"\\. Ze{llancl nlant lift' whic·h. (\'C'n to llH'ntion. wonlcl take more 
time than th en' is at my disposal this evening. All wen' ontstancl
in~ and 1·cteivcd \\"Odd-wid e reeo!!nition. Hr 1·rc~e iv ecl 111anv honours 
0nd distinctions from oversc1s. Th e: honoul' of the Companionship 
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of t1Jw :\lost Disti11gnishrd 0l'cle1· of St. ~Iic:hael nll(l ~~t. Gro1·gt' was 
t·onfcned upon him by Hi s .Jlnjcsty thl' King in 1!)2!l. 

Dr. Cockayne rests most fittingly in tlw Wellington Otal'i Open
Afr Plant :\Iusenm ne:u 1 lw B:t nks <.'lltrnm·t', on a spot overlooking 
the primitive vegdntio11 0 I' 1 he \insh lw }O\' l'll SO dra J'ly <l ncl facing 
what is known as the ' ' ('Ol·kay1w Ileigh1s." Thl' -:\fosenrn is indeed 
his lasting mrmol'ial and it is right and pl'opc1· that ht' sl1oulc1 1·est 
thei'e. Sir Arthm Hill, Director of Krn..- Gardens. in the Obituary 
N oticrs of the Royal Society of London, December 1935, writes of 
D1~ . Coekay1w: " Pew mr11 havt' madt' sneh fruitful contrilmtions to 
the annals of 11aturnl sciern:e Ol' have d01w so nrneh to enrich and 
lwautify the livl's and envirnnment of tlwi1· frllow t:ount1·ymt'n." 
'Jlhe Nationnl Art Gallery in \Yl'lli11gto11 will no doubt contain, as 
time goes on, nrnny portrnits of those who have made their ma1·k in 
this yonng t•onntry. Any SlH'l1 eolkdion wonlcl lw irn·omplcte with
out that of tht' late Di·. lieonn1·(l CoC'lrnyne . 

Yisc:onnt Bll'cfo,lot' ani H d in this t:on11tl'y with a <·olkt:Lon of 
the wol'ks on :~nv Zealnnd 11 01·n hy Dr. Cot:kayne and at once be
came a most ent.husim;tit ndmin1 1· of our native flora. The work he 
carried ont and the result s rle'hit'Vl'<l durino· his term as Governor
Gcnl'ral, in bringing th l' vnl11l' of onr l'oi'ests and nativt' fiorn before 
the people of t1H1 Dominion, are beyond pn1ise. His oration at the 
Arbor Day <.'l'h1 hration at Wellington Col leg in 19:3-± was something 
to be treasured for all time. 

He stated on that OC'easion :- " This fol'tnnatr Dominion has th<' 
finest native lnrnh in thl' WOl'U- the 111ost n<'i'frd eollcdion of wilcl 
evergrcl'll shrubs irnd tl' l' es ( u11p1·oyidPd hy human being ) that nny 
country possesses. But till only a frw of its inhabitants realise this 
fact or experience the joy , happiness nnd mental elevation \\·hich 
flow from intimate aeqnaintane(' \vith its verdant treasures. T heg 
you boys nncl girls to he nrnong thost' few and to help in making 
the few many. So those .of you \\·ho are still at s<.'hool 01· <.'Ollege. 
plant your native frees arnl shrnhs, stncl~r thprn and love them, and 
wht1 n you go out into the w01·lcl as grown np men and women, do 
all in your powe1· to protl'd them from injury and wanto11 dt'Struc·
tion , full of patl'iotie priclt1 in tht1 pn1 t·ions national heritage which 
they represent." 

Viscount Blrdisloe, to still fnrth<'r exprc>ss .J1is interest in and 
admiration of our nntivr flora) p t' t'SPnted [J Silver· Challenge Trophy 
to the Wellington II01·t i('nlturn I Socil'ty " to lw :nva rcled annually 
to the garden, whdhr1· lctrO't' 01· srnnll. showing t lw lwst ancl most 
attractivr use of New Zealand pl;111ts. making clue nllowan(•(' for the 
ingt>nuity and resom·eefulnrss whi <·h t1hcir employment in a snrnll 
garden ne{'essal'ily involvrs. " Comprtitors fo1· this 'Trophy have 
shown, in every ease , ve1·y fint ' l'Psnlts. nti1isino- the native fiora in 
the mannPr that. the dono1· wi~; h('cl. His desire to src' more gardens. 
depending for their hranty on 0111· tt'(' l'S ;rncl ~1Jirnhs and hel'lrncrons 
plants, is heing giv('n effect to~ · · · 
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The setting asicle of the Ota1·i Reserve as a Native Plant ~Inseum 
and the decision to eonfitH' tlw pcrnrnnent planting of the' grnund · 
at the National A1·t Galle1·y and Dominion :Jinseum to native . 
indicate that our native fiora i. n•reiving due l'erognition. 

This should be so. to an extent unparalleled jn any other territory 
of similai· area. New Zealand's tl'ccs an' hel' O\rn exdusivc propcl'ty , 
they are true natives, for at least 89 per cent. of them are found no
where else in the world . No ountry has been so well endowed, 
but in few, if any, have the beauty and permanent value of her nat
m·al·vcstmc·nt. been so poorly appretiated or tl'casnrcd by past gen
erations of hel' population. Natul'c robed this land with a lavish 
hand. What country can clisplay such forcst products as our Rimu. 
Pohutukawa, Puriri, Totara. Kauri, Matai or B eech, to take our tiln
bc'J' ti'ees alorn'; our Cabbage Trees and Tree Ferns, our :Jiountain 

aisies. our Mountain Lilies or our giant Forgd-1\lc-Nots, to 
mention only a fc\\'. The h~' antiful Kowhai, bl'lovccl hy the tuis. 
which has been proelairned our national fiowcT. has not its equal 
nnywherc. No non-tropical eountry, except perhaps Chile. has so 
many hush climbers. The Nikau Palm, also the Clematis when in 
bloom, tl'cate a picture unsurpassl'cl in any country. The ''national 
a1·borctum" of this c:onntl'y, -for a combination of h(' auty, refinNl 
grandcur and commerc:ial utility, has no rival in the world. 

It is my confident belief that, a, t1he result of the Arbor Day 
observance in Wellington and c'lsewhe1·e, our plants will be better 
known among our own people, and will he Sl'en evL'rywhere adorning 
1our public and pl'ivate gardrns. In the past th('Y havt' largely been 
neglected . Nature Study in orn· schools is anotht'I' good movement 
which is showing first <~hss results. An expe1·ience of one of my 
friends, who was in a gentleman's 1home in Britain in HHS convale c
ing after the war, should not happen with the present generation 
of New Zealanders. He '"·as taken out jnto the garden and asked to 
name and describe the Nc1 w Zealand plants then' hut hacl to confess 
that he knew notihing whateve1· of the plants in question, not even 
their names! 

Good work in the interests of our national flora and vegetation, 
i. · being- carried out by a number of bod ies at th(• pre ·ent time. 
They include the Forest and Bird P1·otection Socidy of New Zea
lnnd-President, Capt . Sanderson. who is whole-hc'artl'd in his ad
vocacy of the restoration of tht' bush he~an. c with the passing of 
the forest also goes all bi1·d life from this country. The New Zealand 
1 nstitute of Horticulture also does mueh good wol'k th1·ough its dis
trict branches keeping a ke(•n c>ye on scenic n •sc1·vt's and stopping 
in many cases t1he fal1ing- of the hush, n dnnger that is eve1· pr<'.·ent 
in outlying areas. The Rock and Alpine Soc1iety's Nativl' Plant sel'
tion is saving and propngating scarce and l'Cll'C' specimens of the 
Aorn . fn the capital city. the> WcJlington Beautifying .::iotiety and 
the WeUington Horticultural ocicty a 1·e wo1·ki ng ha ncl in ha 11(1 for 
the beauti~catio!l and imprnvement of the cit~' · T'hei1· c·~o-operntio1~ 
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with the city autihol'ities in this wol'l~ and in the ce lebrat io n of Arbor 
Day is t1xtremcly helpful. 

Ln the past, the bush has been in many cases mt hi e ·sly destroyed. 
Hills cover ed with bush have bet> n tkarec1 Ear settlement. 1 n Tara
naki thirty-five years ago, it was my r xper it1 nce to 1help to clear some 
of the stl'ep country in that prnvintl'. 'l'his meant hanging on w:th 
one hand over a steep fate and using a slashe1· with the other. What 
was oner beautiful busih i: n ow a shingle slip. Th.e fo1·est £1001· 

which , in the past, r etained th e moisture for months is now, ow ing 
to the clear ing of the trees and the action of winer and wat r 1·, cfo;
appearing into th e river and this has been the exp r rit>ner o!' t r ns 
of t1honsands of acl'eS all ovcl' the Domi nion. 

Experience has shown that many thousa nds of acl'es of moun
tain an'as in the Dominion, especiall y whl't'e they an' on th r shady 
sidl' and Jie awn y from the sun, would re-afforest th emsel ves if stol·k 
were kept out and the fir e clangl'i' removed. Tihe tl'an:it i' n stage: 
from fem to st rnh , from st:rnb to light bush and lat e1· still to forest, 
m·e ce rtain. hut the area must he proketed from fin' and g l'az .ng 
animals. Some h elp to settlers, who occupy such land as part of 
their holdings, in canying out · this protection. would he of great 
1w nnan ent benefit and would pl'(' vent tioocling the low-lying lands 
chli'ing the winter and clrou g1ht co nditions in a dry summl'I'. 

IIow evc>r, it is not yd too lat e. Th:s is n yo un g eountry and. 
if th e w ork oE Arbor Day leads to tree-planting hy eve 1·y school and 
p ubli c body_, and the con seqm'nt rare and upkePp of the trees so 
planted. the n ext generation will loo k bal'.k with pri ck on thr w01·k 
don e. A tree sense, \rhich in thl' past has bee n ]aekina, will hav r 
eome about and the Domini on will hr a still mo1·e hra ntiful pla cr to 
livl' in and to he proud of. 

\V e hav r a wonderful h rr ;tage . Let all of ns dc>v r lop and 0her
ish it. Evl' l'Y pel'son should plant a t least 01w trrr on .Angnst 5th 
01· a.s nem· that date ns possible . 

The sneers. of planting dqw ncl s 011 aooc1 pn•paration . Takr 
out a 1holc 2 ft . evr1·y way-three> frc't is l'vrn het tr 1·- fill up with 
good loam or- any old vegdah lt> 1natfrr. I f' in nn exposc1 d position, 
lenve th e soil about three int:lws from t1w top of th r hok When 
ulanting, plae0 th e tl' re just as de<'p in the; s·oi l ns it was pn·vionsly 
in thr nnrse1·y. Tramp well. th r n g ive a good watering. 

Seketion of Trees: ff nativl'S. the following dozen small trees 
:rnd ~hrnhs al'r suitable for gan1en p1Hposcs in any ordinary town 
gm·den. r shall givr th r m the t·ommon nam es : 

1. Yellow Tainui. 
2. Tho Pohutnkawa (l\frtl'osideros ) . 
:3. Th e N.Z. Lilnc (V ernn iC'a Hnlkca nn ) . 

-±. T1h e Ko.wlrni. 
5. The Red Manuka. 
6. The Clianthns 01· Knka B ea k. 
7. Laee Bark (any variety ) 
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8. The Red Beech. 
9. T he B lack 11 rec Fern . 

JO . The Karo-grand for rm cxposc.•cl position . 
11. r_r he Bronze Rangiora . 
12. Th<.' Purple Vero11ic:a ( \ r ci·onic:a speciosa ) . 

A dozen good exoti · shrubs and trees c:an uc selected from th(• 
followi'ng :-

1. 
2. 
;) . 
4 . 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

Rhododenchon. 
Azalea. 
Diosma . 
l\Iagnolia. 
Silver Birch. 
Lilac. 
Daphne. 
Heat h. 
Strawberry Tree (The Arbutus ) . 
Viburnums (many kinds ) . 
Red Gums. 
Lily of the Valley T1·cc (Andromeda ) . 

or. if forest trees arc to be planted :
NATIVES: Kauri. 

Rimu. 
Totara. 
Ra ta . 
Puriri . 
Titoki. 

EXOT lCS: Oak. 
Silver Bfrch. 
Ash. 
Elm. 
Beech . 

-and for shelter purpose in large areas
Pines and Macrocarpas. 



28 ,J ou1rn .\L m~ N .Z. I N~TI'l'UTB 01•' lloRTICLruruRi. 

NAME THIS PLANT. 
By II. II. Allan, Honorary Botanist. 

Botany seems to have been unfortunate from the start. 
"Adam," we read, ''gave names to all cattle, to the fowl of tihe air, 
and. to evc'1·y beast of the fielcl. " For plant names his ckseendants 
ha vc had to depencl upon them.scl ves. Tht' botanists among the111 
have learnt to distinguish some 150.000 spcries of ttowc'1·i11g plarts 
and the end is not yet. The laymen ~rnve piled name on name ac
cording to theil' Iarn..:y. Lt js not surpl'ising that the1·e has been much 
t.:onfusion in both 0 ·1·oups. Van Wijk 's ' ' Dictional'y of Plant Names'' 
eredits the Emopean white wate1· lily. Nymphaea alba, witth 15 Eng
lish , -±:I: Fn' tu:h , 105 German and 1 Dutch common names. '·A 
1·ic1it.:ulous state of affairs," ·onirnents the Ame1·iean Joint Committee 
on Horticultural Nomenelatul'e. J am not so sul'e . Thel'e was a 
iad 0110e, Peter Bell by name l undt1 l'stand, to whom a primrose by 
the l·iver's b1·im was a yellow pl'illll'OSe, and nothing ffi'H'C. Even 
that was somet11ting, though L have fond hopes that he r eally c:llJecl 
it n c:oostl'oppk, ct c1·ewel, a culvel'keys, a galligaskins, a paigle, 3 

pJnm-l'ocks, 01· any of the l'ol'ty odd delightful names that appealed 
to the t.:ountryman, 01· 1his daughter·. One wishes there were many 
such populal' names for New Zealand plants. We have, in compen
sation, many cham1ing l\Iaori ones, and inC'identally the l\Iaori ap
pl'Opriately distinguished particular so1·ts \rhen he felt the nced
witness his many nanH'S for ditfrrent fon11s of phormium. To many 
botanists, too. a primrose may be Pl'imula veris, and nothing more 
-to their areat loss. 'J.1he horticulturist, at any n1te, needs addi
tional irn111t' s fol' his finer sorts. But for the trade, and when we 
(·ome to se1·ious work \\·it h plants, whether as botanists 01· garden
l'l'S, we do nt'N1 11101·(1 ('xattness. A l'OS<' by any other name may 
smell as sweet , but will it sell as well, On a higher levt1 l. is con
fusion 01· darity the more desi1·able. Both horti<.'.ultmists and 
botanists. in theory. agree that preciseness is advantageous, hut 
they 1lrnvc not always worked in harmony to produce th(' desired 
n~sult, pintly lwl:ause their aims a t'(' somewhat different. 

Listen to the hol'ticulturist: ''The confusion of names in the 
horticultural plant world is at pre ·ent so gl'eat as to clog popular 
plant kno\\·ledge and actually to limit to no small degree the use 
of certain trees, .shn1bs, and :flowe1·s in our American plantings. The 
C'onscquent loss to the tradesman and planter is ohvious ... 'l.10-
day both A mt1 1·ican and foreign nursery catalogues a l'e filled In rgel:v 
with confused and contrndictory lists of plant namrs, while popular 
hooks on gardening and horticulture and the horticultural press 
thems0lv('S nr0 at sen , and Uttlr if any h0tter off than the tradesman . 
ft is thns oft('n impossihle for the hnyer to know whether 1he will 
get what ·11r has in mind \\·hen plaC'inµ: an on1rr, 01· something t'n
til'ely diffel'ent." The hotanists 1rnvp long since !wen 11iaking drtel'
mined efforts to set their house in order, and have estahlished codes, 
each with its following. "A codP of nomcnrlaturr is a set of rules 
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to aid biologists in applying names by whit'.h groups are c.ksignated 
in c la.ssification. Such rules hav<: authority only ti11 l'Ough a consensus 
of opinion among taxonomic biologists. 'l'h('y 1·ep1·es<: nt the l'Oll 'c.• n
sus of opinion just as do rnlc.\ . or codc..•s in any other Jn·anth of human 
activity. ': The code that hns by far the ]arg<.'. t follcming among 
botani ts is the one that proudly entitles itself. ' ' 'l'he 1ntcrnational 
Rules of Botanical Nomendntnre." And th(' suspieion aris<.'s in me 
that many botanists unconsciously fr<:] that in this matte1·, ''We 
are the people, and wisdom will die with us. " But srn·c.·l,v thc..1 1'c ;11·e 

others to be cm1sidercd ! 

l take up an "International Add1·es · Book of Botanists" an<l 
find some 5.000 naml's list ed. I know thel'e are rnon'. if only hec.:ause 
som' of my O\rn correspondc..'nts are not mentioned. Shall w e .-ay 
10,000 profrssec1 botanists, to all of \\·liom the names to he applied 
to plants are of impol'tn1H.:l' ·~ rl liey have hy 110 111t'a 11s solved all 
thei1· many and complieated nomen<.:lato1·ial p1·obkms, hut they have 
agrel'd on sets of 1·uks that, with modiffratio11s resulting from l'X
lJericnce, will eventnally Jead to the clcsiL·ec..l goal. I look up the 
page on which <Hl' l'<.'conlccl the botanists of :NP\\' ~l'ala11d. and tind 
a modest fifty. Again I know tlic1·L1 a1·p 1110n1

• Shall W P ht' hold and 
say 100 botanists in t11Jis <.:0trntl'y n J'L' t:«mtc.1 1·m1 d \Vi th the t·o1Tl'd 
naming of plant ? Pl'obably all ·::mhscribe to the rnies talled " ln
ternational," and try to ob erve them in prac:ti<:l'. But amOllO' the 
mmion and a half people of these' island th (' I'(' must lw at kast 
20,000 inte1·t>sted in the nanws to lH' applied to the plants they gro\r 
and cherish. Apply this pl'Opol'tion 011 a wodcl-\ridt> sc:ak and Wf' 

see 'lrnw the botanist. · fade' into i11si0'11ificantL' . Surely this g1·c.1at 
army of plant-love1·s sl1onld have so1nethi11g to say ahout s,vskms of 
nomenclat1ue, some voire in the.' clrl'i.'ions mnc1e. Theil' 1weds a l'e 
somewhat c1iffen1 11t, hut unf'ol'tn11nt<.'ly tht'Y ha\'l' lH've r hC'c.·onw 01'

ganised. Tt is trne that lntcmatio11al IIol'titultnral Cong1·csst>s are 
held, and that mattl'rs of nomemlatm'L' are duly c1isc..:us ·ed and rules 
formulated an•1 amendl'c1. Thus in SL'ptember, 1935, notable. of the 
horticultural "·orl<1 nssemhlrc1 in Rome. They came armed with 
reports from many eountries. ancl no cloubt fillC'<.1 \\·ith zeal. The 
results of thei1· ckliherntions ·have not yet 1·c'nc.:hecl me', hut few of 
the rank and file, fow even of those mos't c:onc:erned, appear to 1have 
heard of the organi8ation, much less to be familiar with the rules. 
There is evidently a need for et1ncation on these nrnttrrs. 

There is only one point T have spnl'c to <lral with 1here. hut an 
understanding of it , and an agreemc'nt about it. \\'Ould help much 
towards improvement , and towai·ds harmonious co-operation be
tween botani'st and gardener. NurseTymen and others have, very un
fortunately , fa11en into the practirc of giving J_;atinised pseudo
scientific names to certain special forms of plnnts. Her·e are a few 
taken haphazard from a \rt11l-known f'nta]ogrn': Coprosma Baucri 
var. Crawfo1·dii. Dodonaea viscosa purpurea, Hohe1·ia 0 bornei, 
Leptospermum Deep Rose, :\Iyrtus purpurca. Olcaria macrodonta 
variety, Pfhormium tenax alha 1ineatu , and so on and so on. The 
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botanist seeks in vaiu fo1· sonH' inc.1in1tion of system in this splash
jng on of 1iames, sornt• d cti11itl' inditation of the <'xad origin of th e 
l'ol'll1s nam ed. son1t• stntt•111e11t of tlwir status. Do ci-; the insertion 
ol' the t<'1·m "va l'. " mean a11~1 th in g in pal'ticular, hc \rond(' l'S, or 
it s ahst'IH'l' '! Is thcl'e sonw suhtk difft1 1·e1wc hdwccn adding " Deep 
rose " and "p111·pul'ca " ·? Il e ma y even deplore the violl'nce done t() 
Latin gl'arnnwr, thoug1h he is not himself ah\"ays guiltless in that re
ganl. Hut , if h e be ?'ankm1 r as \r ell as botanist, he recognises that 
these sp e<:ia] things neL'cl spet·ial names. 

Can \re achieve anything like ol'der in place of c haos ~ Let me 
quote the word of a distinguished botanist, \rho ihas done immense 
service to horticultnn' j·n mai1y \vays, Professor A. Rehder of the 
A n1old _r\ rho1·etum. '' 'l' he p rn·pos l' of botanical nomenelatUJ·e is 
dassificatory; in the tase of va1 ·i dies it aimi:; to provide a name for 
l'ach of the groups into \rhieh t1hc whole mass of variations of a poly
morphous speeics ma y be divided, the n ame being usually based on 
a type around ,,·hich a number of more or l ess similar plants arc 
aroupcd. Tlw purpose of hol'tin1Jt11rnl nomenclature is selective; it 
aims to g ive a name to a ee1·ta in sekded outstanding form without 
considet·ing its r elation t o others . T1he name is therefo re that of an 
individual plant usua lly pl'opagated vegetatively ancl thus repre
senting practically a part of the original plant; 01" in the case of 
gard en fo rm s raised from seed, the name is applied only to plants 
exa ctl y lih the mothel' plant, deviations are distarded or if of 
horti cultural mel'it. al'e mack the starting point of a n ew ra ce under 
a diffel'ent name. Tt is th nefore advisable that such individual 
plants 01· equi va1cnts o-f individual plants should receive nam es dif
fe rent from botani cal nam es \\"hieh rep1·esent group names .. .. 
a horti t uh:urist who g ives a Latin name which forms part of a 
hotanical combination docs s10 to his disadvantage, for under th e' bo
tanical name. ac'cordinO' to the rules of botanical nom enc:latul'e 
other silllilar fom1s can be elassecl which ma y hr of infei-io1· horti
cultnra] value C'O lllpnred \rith t'hc plant originally sent out und er 
that nnm r, e.g. the nam e Hel'her is Thunhrq2:ii ''Silver Beauty" or 
"Silver Beauty Ba rheny " stands for a di s ti net fol'rn an ~1 sliou ld 
not he applied to an y other form lio\\·eve1· similar, ,,·hilc und er tht' 
name B. Thnnhergii argent es-mal'ginate othe1· variegated forms may 
he groupecl, differing p erhaps in til1e chara cter or eolour of th e varie
gation and possibly of inferior hol'ti t ultural value. Thus in pur
el1nsing a plant under B. Thunbergii argenteo-marginate one might 
i·ece ive n plant in fc 1·ior to th e original forn1 . \rhilc as "8ilvel' 
Beauty" on e can exp ect a plant exactly like th <' original form and 
has a r·ight to r efuse ·any inferior su bstitutc. Like\YisC' n name likr 
Thuja occidrntalis f . aurea may hr applied to , eve ral ycllow-lravecl 
forms cliffel'ing p e 1~haps in the shade of yellow ancl also in othrr 
slight charac1t ers as ha hit, but n name like ":Vreehan '. Golclrn" 
stands for au individual form of Thuja occidentalis and it s vegeta
tive progeny. 
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Horticultural forms which 01·iginated from hybridisation shoulJ 
be treated similarly. 'l'he name in the vernawlar stands for the in 
dividual plant w•Jitle the botanical nam e stanch; for the gl'oup, e,g . 
Cattleya ''Lord H.othsehild" stands as the name of the original 
hybrid fol'm .so named, \\"hile Cat tleya Rothschildiana is the group 
name for all the hyb l'ids between Cattkya Dowiaua and U. Gaskel
liana. 

So Leptospermum seoparium · ' Leonard Wilson ' applies only 
to the original · 'double '' Ho\re1·ed plant diseovercd by ~\ir Wil::;on, 
and to its vegetatively produced pro 0 ·eny , \rh er eas Lepto ·permum 
scopa1·ium alba ti. pl. ( o the name stands in the ea taloguc l am 
looking at ), while it may Ol'iginally have been applied to a particular 
plant , can be u ·ed for any double flowered form of manuka prov ~ ded 
it shows no trace of co lour othe1· than \\"hit c. Por tinteJ forms \\" C 

find the et1nally elegant name L. scoparium rosea ti. pl. .F'urth e1· , 
the venrncula r name can be applied direct to the generic one, e.g .. 
Leptospermum '' L eonard Wilson. '' Where ne<.:essa ry, the name of 
the originator of the appli cation <.:an be attached. L. scoparium 
'' Leonard Wilson '' Cor kayne. 'rhis should al \rays he don e in the 
first instanre. \rith a d ese1·iption of the plant , a statement of its 
origin , and a r eference to its botanical status. Any one proposing 
a vernacular name should make sure that it has not "U lrea cly been 
u ed in the same genus. Rules that have been drawn up for the 
guida1rne of those publishin g names of this kind should be ca r efully 
followed, but my main pl ea here is that the nsP of L atiniz t>d name. 
should he abandoned, as should the term variety. There are now 
available in New Zealand a number of journals where vc1·nacular 
names could hc publish ed , \\·ith descriptions and i·emai·ks on tlw hi s
tory of the forms. 

Such information \rnuld be verv \r ckonw to th e botanist . Ile 
has his own d efinit e rul es to follow. ~nd has to give a l .iatin desc.:rip
tion of any new form he names. Ile is allo\n' c.1 to ignol'c names pub
lished without any d escription. \\"hieh he stigmatises ns no mi na n uda. 
Th present \Hitc1· i att empting, in hi spare tim e, to elassify the 
many different forms of Veronica ·<.::atanacta c found in the \rild state. 
In trade catal1oiguc he finds SlH:h names as val'. diffusa, var. iJTigan s 
(applied by botanists in thr past ) . U c knows that rnuc:h r esea l' ·h 
is .still required before the appli('ation of t1hl'se names ean lw ae
curately detc1·mined , and wonders hO\\. the nursery man ea n hr so 
oonfident that he has the "conect" things. H e finds fmth c1· the 
name "var. Seatonii." He searches in vain fo1 · any hotanieal 
description, but notes that tih e form hr has seen unclt' l' this narn r is 
well worthy of a h01·ticultural name. If he \\·ish es to keep Scato nii 
he has to seek info1~mation (feeling that it \rill he love's labour lost) 
on (1 ) \\"ho first gave th e name. (2 ) to what partic.:ular plant, if any, 
it was given, (3 ) what \\"as foL' origin of this plant. and ( -t ) \rhat 
is its exact botani cal status. Ile still has to find out how fai· th e 
name has been kept r estricted to this 01·iginnl form. Will it hr any 
\\·onder if hr shrinks from this laboul', and exe rcises hi right, in 
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th e botanical world, to ignol'e tih e name va1>. Seatonii altogether '? 
Whereas, if the plant had been ori g inally oall r d \T. catmTad:ll' 
' ' Fred eri ck S ea ton' ' he could at ka st r ef el' it to its place in his 
.classifi cati on, and \r ck o111(' tlw Ps tablis hmcnt of a suitahk nam e fo1· 
thi s pa r titnlar horti l.'. nltural fo l'111 . If thi s a1·til.'.l e helps to su0h a 
simplified and useful 111etliod of na ming by the horhc:'lllturists, it 
will have served th e botanist and the horticulturist alike. Jt would 
be a .fi r:st step to pro<lucin g a list oE standardised plant names for 
the many excel I ent µ;anl en fo 1·m.s of ou1· native plants . 

REFERENCE.S. 

1. Standardized P lant N a m es. Publisihed by the Am eri can Joint 
Cornmitt PC' on IIc rtit·nltnr·al No111 e11 clature. Salem. 1924. 

2. " .Note on the names of hortic.:ultnrnl variations," by A . R ehder , 
in Journal of th P Arno ld A1·hol' <' turn , Vol. X. 1929, p. 65 . 

Notc.-Th e N.Z. Alpine a nd R ock Garden S.o,ciet y (frew atten
t i·on to th e pra cti ce of many ga i·de ner s of appJ y ing Latinised names 
to su ch fo rms 01· vari eti es of plants as they wis h to label fo 1· trade 
purposes and the matter was r eferred t o the Hon. Botanist.-Editor. 
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TEMPERATURE AND THE MT. EGMONT' FLORA. 

Vivian Street , West, 
New Plymouth. 

July 7, 1936. 
Dear Mr. Nicoll , 
Some years back, Mr. A. W. Burrell and [ were interested ~n 

the effect of tempera tu re on the tiora of Mt. Egmon.t and, subse
quently. Mr Burrell carried out observations with thermometers 
which I standardised. The results of his observations may be of 
sufflcient int erest to warrant a place in th e Journal. 

Min. Winter Temperatul'e on the S.E. Slopes of Mt. Egmont 
1933-34-35. 

Dm·ing May in €ach year. minimum Fahrenheit thermometers 
·were placed:-
1933. 

1934 

1935 

(a) in a hole in a living 1.\otara (Podocarpus Hallii ) two feet 
in diamet er and 3440 feet above sea level. The hole \raS bored 
2ft 6in. above ground and tightly plugged after insertion of 
the thermometer. 
(b) on t;he ground at the foot of the tree mentioned in (a ) . 

On 30th August, 1933, the Thermomet ers showed that the 
minimum temperature for that year was (a) 30.5 deg, ( b ) 
30.0 deg. 

( c) among the bare limbs of the same Tot?-rn) about 15ft. 
above the ground and about 7ft. above the general scrnb level. 
(d ) as in (b) ahove. 

On 30th August , 1934:, t he Thermometers showed that the 
minimum t emperature for that year was (c) 23.0 deg., (d) 
29.5 deg. 

( e) On the bare slopes of the mountain 4,500 ft. above sea 
level. 
(f) as in (b ) above. 

On 4th Decr m ber, 1935, th e Thermomet ers showed that the 
minimum t emp erature for that year was (e) 25.5 deg., (f) 
31.0 deg. 

Mr. Bunell observed the position of ( e) tihrough his powerful 
telescope and not ed that the thermomet er was covered and uncovered 
by snow many times during the 1935 winter . 

Both of us were surprised at the comparatively high t empcra
tlues r ecorded in NH' nt-' ighbourhood of the T·otara, there being never 
more than 2.5 deg. of frost on the ground at 3,440 ft. As thawing 
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out vrould n1ways take pla('e slO\\]y in the mHkrgl'O\\·th, 011c ta n 
realise hO\\. it is thnt set1cllings an' able to .-mvive and tionr ish t.'\'l'll 
at these kvt.11.. 

Y 0 ll l'S fa it !J fu lJ y, 
.J. C. :\ft DOW ALL , 

POTATOES AND FROST. 
\ Tivian Street. West. 

New Plymouth . 
. July 13, 19~i6. 

Dear I\Ir. ~icoll, 

Aftei' I wrok to you the other day, l thought of another aspect 
of frost i11cicle11('1e \rhich nrny be wm·th mention ing . It is not gener
ally lrnom1 that, chll'ing a heavy frost. tht.' tempcratul'e 011 tthc grnund 
surfa l'.c is <.'.Ollsiclcrnbly lO\H1 1· than that of the air one 01· two feet 
above the ground. I lrn. ve made many obscrvntions using t\ro mini
mum thermometers placed one nbove thC:' other to pl'ove this. On 
scvcn1l o<.:<.:asions , 111 Stratfon1, t1h<' gl'ound tlH11·momekr showed 10 
dC:'g1·t'CS of frost while the thc1·monu1ter J foot above the ground 
showed on ly -± clcgl'ees of frost . Tht1sc differences would atcount 
fol' the fact that \rell establ ished eal'1y potatoes do not uffe 1· much 
from the frost. \rhilc t1hose plnnted latr1· may suffer cm1siderably. 
The earlier plnnts hnve oldc1· and tougher leaves \rhich \rithstnncl 
thr frost at ground level. \\·hilr t1lwil' young tendt.' J' lenvcs <Hl' in the 
wn1·mcr ni1· wiherC:' hey a1·c not injured. This yea.r, in om· Gardens. 
though we hnve had. up to 8 degrees . of frost on the ground, the 
EuieUJ'(' potntocs which \r crr :olantcd ns sprouted tube1·s on April 
2-!th nn' completely frc(' from frost c1anrnge. The·· plants nrt' about 
a foot high. 

J.C. McDOWALL. 

( 'The w1·itcl' of t·hc a.hove lrttC:'rs is the Hon. St'C' l' ('fary of the 
reeently formed Tn ranaki Distritt Council ) . 
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NATIONAL PARKS AND SCENIC RESERVES. 

Box 1237, Wellington. 
6th August, 1936. 

The Hon . Minjstp1·-in-Charge, 
D epartment of Lands and Survey, 

W dlington, C.1. 
D ear ir, 

National Parks and Scenic R eserves . 
l am directed by my Exee:iutive Council to convey to you the 

following l'em it from. the recent Confc1·ence: "That the Government 
be asked to pl'Omote legislation fol': 

1. The definiLon in the appropriate Act of the purposes of a Na
tional Park and a Scenic Heserve. such definition to provide that 
every National Park and Scenic Re erve is an area permanently set 
apai-t for tlhe purpose of preserving and developing, by means not 
inconsist ent \\·ith such p1·e. ervation, the stene1·y and the natural 
ft.ora and fauna. ( including beasts, birds, fishes and insects ) of the 
a1·ca. 

2. (1 ) Pl'ohibition of (a ) the introduction ·· into any Na
tional Park or Scenic Reserve of any plant or . animal (inclucling 
beasts, birds, fish<.'S or insects ) not indigenous to _the locality; and 
(b ) the facilitating of tihe ing1·ess into any National Park Ol' S cicnic 
Reserve of the spread therein of any such plant or animal provid
ed, however. that neccssa1·y domestic beast. and birds may be in
ti'OdtH'Pcl with the prior· w1·itten con.'icnt of the authQl'ity in cha l'ge, 
suhje<:t to ackquatc eontl'Ol of surh beasts or bil'cls being maintained 
to prevent ti11eir int erference " ·ith the purpose for \rhic'h the Park 
01· Reserve has been established. 

(2 ) That the authority in control of National Parks and Scenic 
R eserves shall take such means as arc from time to time J'easonably 
practicable to prevent the ingress and sp1·eacl of any plant or ani
mal (including beasts , birds. fishes oe insects ) not indigenous to 
New Zealand. · 

:l A fin<.' of £100 OJ' imprisonment fo r wilful infraction of any of 
the foregoing provisions of Claust' 2. 

4. (1 ) 'Dh e in c.1lusion in the mC'mhership of the 't<>m'ry Preserva
tion Board of R epresen tatives of the Nc\r Zealand Institute of 
Hol'ticulturt', the R oya l Society of Nr"· ~ealand, thr New Zealand 
Foresty Leai.nw and the Fore. t and Bird P1·oteetion ~oc i cty of New 
Zealand. 

(2) That th e Boal'tl, a.s re eo nstitut ed, should meet at least once 
a quarter. ~ 

That th e Govern111cnt he asked further to appoint at least three 
lnspectors of :National Pa1·ks and Scenic R eserves. uch officers 
would rcqui1·p to ihave the follow ing qualificiat ions :-(a ) Th01·ough
l;y i·obust health; (b ) Ap~roved natural fondness of our native fiOl'C\ 



36 tToUR .\J_, OF N.Z. INsTITl JTE OF HoRTICULT RE. 

and fauna: ( c ) A fair knowledge of zoological (including botanical ) 
science; ( d) A knowledge of compass survl'ying and mapping; ( e ) 
Some knowle-dge of economic land utllisahon; (f) Organising abil
ity; and (g) Unimpeachable character. 

Yours: faithfully , 
G. S. NICOLL, 

Dominion Seciretary. 

NAq'IVE FLORA OVERSEAS. 

Lydney Park, 
Gloucestershire. 

l\1ay 1, 1936. 
Dear Mr. Nicoll, 

I greatly appreciate the honour done me by the New Zealancl 
Institute of Hor·ticµJ.ture in electing me an Honorary (Overseas ) 
Member-a position ·which I am delighted to accept. 

vVis1hing continued success to the valuable work which the In
stitute is carrying -On for the advancement of horticulture in th e 
Dominion 

Yours very truly 
(S.gd. ) BLEDISLOE. 

P.S.-I am attempting to devote a section ·of my garden here en
tirely to N .. Z. plants and shrubs.-B. 

Dear .Sir, 

LODER CUP DONOR. 

W a.kehurst Pla ce, 
Ardingly, 

Sussex . 
. July 8. 1936. 

My mother and I very much appreciate the kind expressions of 
sympathy which you have r,1onveyed on behalf of the New Zealand 
Tnstitute of Horticulture. My father's interest in the Dominion was 
of very ]ong·'. standing, dating back to a visit there in the 1880 's. r 
am indeed glad that the association should be preserved through tlir
Lodcr Cup, and though I cannot claim to emulate my fathe1''s ho1·ti
cnltural attainments I sha 11 al ways be interested in the proceed ings 
connected with the competition. 

Will you please let the Exed1tive Council know how much T 
valve their recognition of my father's attachment to New Zealand. 

Your~ sip~ere1;r, 



37 

PLANT TRIALS. 
Box 1237. Wellington. 

27th August, 1936. 
Circula r to Directors, 

Parks and Re. erves. 
Dear Sir 

As you al'e no doubt aware, the following remit (No. 10 ) was 
carried at the 1936 Conferen0e :-

''That the In titute is prepared to endeavour to arrange with 
the co-operation of Public Gardens and Nur,·erymen. for a service of 
systematic comparative trials of ne\\· val'ieties of plants and for the 
issue of reports thereon.'' 

The remit \ms submitted to the Executive Council immediately 
after the Conference , but co11sideration was deferred pending fur
ther informntion in l'espect of the pl'opo, ed scheme. When tlhis was 
to hand a Comm ittet' \\·as set up to eonside1· same and reported as 
follows:-

1. T·hat the locality of Plant Trials i;;honlcl he the four cemres, 
under the super·vision of Park Superintendents, and any other 
Jocality approved hy the Executive Council. 

2. That as -far a,c;; pos·sihk the 11;.sto1·y and ]Wdia-1·<'<' of each speci
men should be fonrnn1ec1 with th<' applic~ation. 

3. That a fee, to be fixt'd by tht' Executive 8ouncil. should be paid 
in respect of each application for trial. 

4. That appli cant for t1·ial slhould provide his own insurance. 

5. That each trial shou ld exh'nc1 ove1· a }Wl'iocl of th1·ec.' y<.'al'S. 
6. That a progress J'cpol't of each trial should he furnisht>d to the 

Executive Council annually \rith final announcement after the 
tJhird year. 

7. That all such final announcements should he published in the 
Journal. 

8. That th e degrees of a\rard · should be :-l~frst Cla ss Ce1·tificatc, 
Award of Me1·it and Highly Commended. 

9. T·hat, as ·c1ccasion arises, special committees in charge of the 
trials nnd approved by tihe Executive Coun oil, . hould he :et up 
in each locality. 

10. That all records of tl'inls should he kept h.v tht' Dominion "rc
retary. 

The above report was rec<<ved nncl aclopfrd hy thr Ext'cutivr 
Council when it wns dceidt' d to charge a frr of t:1 for eneh entry 
for trial. 

I .s·hall he glad to hear thn t you \rill bl' p1·epnnc1 to co-opernte 
witlh the Institute in this matter. 

Yours faithfully. 
G. S. NICOLL, 

Dominion Secretnry. 
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VIABILITY OF SEEDS. 
Th e follo\ring eil'eulat· was issne<l to Directors of Parks and 

R ese rves on the 7th July , 1936, and is now published fol' the infor
matiion of melll hers:-

''The following n'solution was ca nic(l at the recent Confer<.>nte 
at Auckland:-

'That tlhe viability of seeds in diffel'ent loealities 
shonlc.1 he more fully invc'sLga te<l. ' 

The Dc'partment oI Agrieulture has 110 information J'L'gal'ding 
the differcnte in gcl'minating capatity of ho1'tieultnral seeds rai~wd 
in different d istriets but has agreed tn tests. 

The matter ha·s been di cussed with the Director of the F;elds 
Division of t1he Depa l'tm ent of Ag1·irnltme, Well ingt.on, anc.1 you 
are invit ed to forward to him samples of ftowe!' and veO'eta blc seeds 
produced by you. 

Samples should be ahout half an onnte of the' l;uµ:e1· sre<ls and 
c·o1·1·c'spo ndingly srnallel' sample.· of the finei- eeds . With c'a<:h sam
ple should be fonva1·'Cled yarn· title and ndt11·c1"S, 1iarnc' of seed, year 
of ha nest and any partin1lm·s rdatin~ to tlw tomlitions nnde1· whieh 
the seed \ms prnduecd and 'hai·vpstecl . ': 



INSTITUTE NOTES. 

CoNGR.\TULA'l'IUNs have bee n extended to lJY'. W. R. B. Oliw1·. 
Dfrecto1· of the Dominion l\fuseum, W ellington , and n mc·rnber of 
the Exec.: utivc Cou n c: il , on his having b<'C' n a wade(1 t hC' Ifrc:t o1· 
Medal in Botany. 

HoNoR.\RY BoT.\ NJs'l' :- The I n:titute is t o he l'o110·1·atnlakd on 
havinO' secured the services of Dr. II. II. Allan of the Plant R esea r c.:.h 
Station, Depa rtment of Agric.:nlt1ue , P a lmerston Nol'th, as its H on
orary Botanist in sutcession t ·o the late lh. L eo nanl ( 'otlrnyne . 

)1 sTRIC'r Cou.NCIL~: A KL_\ND :- The annual m(•d in g \\"HS h eld 
on th e 10th AuO'ust, 1936, \rhen there was an atte11Jancc of over 
eighty and an ('X<.:ellent commente rn ent was rnade \r itd1 tl1C' Di trid 
Ooun c: il 's Co1·o na ti on Park 8c.:hcmc of \rhich an inte1·est ing brotlnne 
has hl'en i·eceiwd- rr .\R.\.NAKI : Thi1S Dist1·ict Council has 110\\" eled

·ed its offic:e-bea1·e1·s as follows :-Chai1~man, ~h. T. H ol'ton; Yi tc'-
·hairn1en , D1·. D10 1·is C'. Gordon , O.B.E. and Dr. \V. :\I. rrhom.·011; 
ecreta r y- 'l' l' easure1·, Mr. J . C. MtDowall B. 't; Comm ittee, Mesdanw 

D. Hutthen and J.B. \very, I\Ies rn. R. J. Deare, I:<' .• J . .:.\Jorsh(1ad , ..-\. 
S. Hunt er. (l. H . .Huthnance and W. D elph. The memlhe l'shi p is ahout 
forty ai1d excell ent \\"Ork is h(•ing carl'iccl out in other dil' ect ions. 
CA TTERBllRY : Preliminal'y wo 1·k i being clon e in co 111wction \rith 
National Ilo1·ticulturnl We ck. Foul't een i-;tudcnts attendC'd the classes 
in practi ca l horti culture at t<he Technical ( 'olkge, thC' 'yllalms for 
w'hich was pr('parcd by a Committee of the Distl'id ('oun ci I. '11 lw 
President ( l\fr .J. A. :MePhel'SO ll ) l'eports t hat a \\"Orkin a plan or th(' 
sc heme for t h e pl'Oposed Sc:thool of IIort ic.:ulture has lw<..•n p1·ppa 1·t•d 
for submission to the Govern111<.•nt. 0'l'AGO: It js plcasinD' to n ote that 
steps an' being taken to carr.v ou t a mo1·c active polity and :Jlr 
D ennis II. Leigh , t / o Botani<' Gardens. Dun ed in, has been Pkdl'Cl 
Hon. SeCl'('tary and 1\lr M. R. Skipwol'th , IIon. rrn' aSlll'(' I' .. 

EDl 'C_\TJO r_\L :-All students on the r egister have Il ee n <..'i1·wla1·
i ed r eD'al'ding forwarding tJhci r diaries fo 1· examination hdon' tlH· 
.end of S(•pt embcr. Those eligible for the various cx·ai.Jninations ha Ye 
been 1·eminded that applications must br in not later than thC' same 
·date. 

Adviee has he<..•n r ece ived hy the Excc: utive Coun c: il, in tornwc
tion with its r ecPnt deputations to the W ellington C ity Council, tha t 
the R e1·ves Committee of the Citv Countil , to wh i<..'h thi.s que tion 
was rcfen·ed , has derided to take no ae tion in the matt <: r of proYicl
ing inc:rea ·ed facilities for the training of horticultlll'al students 
until a su~table glass-lhouse has been ered ed in th e B otani c:a l Ga 1·

·dens. Th e Executiv(' Co uncil has expressed its r eO'r et reaardi ng th is 
·decision and has again urged that the question of proviclinO' full 
facilities, as in the otiheY' citi es, should r ece ive early attrntlon. 

Fifty Florists' and Seeds men's Certificates have he en i ·sued to 
idate and several applications are awaiting d ec ision . 
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~.\TION.\L CERTIFIC.\TE:-; IN FLORJ:-;T.'"' ART have hel'n grnntcd to

:\1iss K. :\1. Cowan, :~'vliss :\L K lm1<e. :\frs A. B. ~'1aclrny and Mrs K 
Pott el' (Au<:kland); Mrs. A. M . Enµ:lnnd and Mrs E. Ma<:donalcl 
(Wha1wm·ei ) ; lVfrs. if. R. IIm·ton, Mrs. G . M. D. l\foDowall and :;\fr. 
J. E. Watkins (New Plymouth ) ; Mrs E. J. Lovell, Miss S. Lovell and 
~Iiss :\L Lovell (Hawc_'ra); Miss E. E. Sheppard (Wanganui); Mrs 
1\. E. Dill on. :\liss E. IT. Dillon and :\fr D. Fai1·hroti1wr (Mastrl'ton ); 
:\1iss E. :\1. Blal'k, lV1i.ss A. C. G. Fal'ey, Miss E. l\I. Poole and :\Iiss 
P. E. Waugh (Wellington ) ; M1· W. A. Er·asmuson (Christchm·ch); 
:\11iss l'. E. Thomas ( I nvercargill ) . 

SEED~l\IEN':-; N .-\ 'l'ION.\L CERTIFIC .\TE~ have heen granted to
Mess l's E. Allan ·and W. (L Stephen (Auckland ); H. S. Watkins 
(Ne\\' Plymouth ) ; CL J. ~. Cooper. \7\T. A. CL Dentice, M. Fitzger·a1'd. 
R. W. Milla1·, H. Robinson and T. S. Waugh (Wrllington ); M. ~Iathc· 
son a ncl Vv .. J. Thomson (D1111('din ) ; W. :B'. :\forrison ( I nverea l'gi 11) . 

NATIOl'\AL HORTrCL'LTURAL WEEK 1937. 

Thl' sev<:'nth Na ti on al Ho1·t icnltn l'a] Week \rill be held at Christ · 
thnrth, tommcnting on TuC'~cby, 26th J ·anua1·y, 19:37, thl' progTamme 
heing as follows:-

Tuesday afternoo n : Official opening of National Confel'enees ;rnd 
National ~'lower Show. 

Wcdncsclny. all day and evenin g :- Annual Confe1·ern~ <.' of thl' Nevv 
Zealand Horticultural Trades A . soc iati on; Continuation of 
National FJowcr Sho\L 

Thn l'sc1ay. morning and afternoon :-Annual Confe1·encc of the New 
Zealand Institute of Hol'ticnlture; Evening, Banks Lecture_ 
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