










































































JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL N.Z. INSTITUTE OF HORTICULTURE

even my fondest hopes.” Some seedlings had flowers beginning to approach
those of L. Keatleyi in size, many had a profuse blooming habit, and the
blooming period was greatly extended. The range of flower colour was
astonishing: “Not only are the pale pink of Rose Double and carmine red
of Nichollsi recovered in the F2 population, but also Tyrian rose, Tyrian pink,
rose red, and ox-blood red, as well as a beautiful red-eyed type having a
rose doree pink colour developed only at the base of the petals, the balance
of the petals being white.”

The variation in habit of bush was also very marked, including horti-
culturally desirable types. Dr. Lammerts indicates that the following named
varieties will soon be available :—

1. SNOW WHITE: A double white with green eye, medium flowers
produced abundantly on a dwarf compact plant.

2. ROSE RED: A double carmine red with purple eye, and habit similar
to snow white. “Should be very useful for border work, being easily
kept to 2 teet in height.”

3. RUBY GLOW: “Super double” ox-blood red with very large flowers
produced abundantly on a tall compact plant. “Should be very
effective for cut flowers and for columnar specimen plants.”

4. POMPOM. “Super double” rose doree red type with the colour
restricted to the base of the petals, and large flowers produced
abundantly on a tall compact plant.

Dr. Lammerts gives a detailed genetical analysis of the seedlings raised.
With the abundant material available to them, horticulturists and geneticists
in New Zealand should be spurred on by his work to produce a still wider
range of beautiful forms than we have at present.

THE GOLDEN SHOWER (Cassia fistula): Yellow wistaria growing from
the trunks and branches of a small tree is a fair description of the Golden
Shower. In Cairo this tree blooms for several weeks late in the spring. In
and about Suva, in the Fiji group, it is much freer with its blossoms; at least
a portion of the tree is in full bloom throughout the year.

[F. Sydenham photo.
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Nearly all my plants are of seedling origin, some seed from local growers
and some from England and Scotland, and they are all grown under almost
similar conditions of soil, shade and shelter.

GROWTH HABIT

The old gardening books say the auricula should be propagated by slips,
divisions, offsets, offshoots, or side growths. 1 think offshoots the most
suitable word, for the young growths are actually offshoots of the main stem
of the parent plant. Some plants go on for years and produce only one or
two; others start to develop offshoots long before they have produced flowers
and when they are only three to four months old from seed. Many strong
and well-grown plants will give only one or two offshoots as large as the
original plant, and that perhaps only every second year. Indeed, in some
plants it is difficult to know which is the parent and which the offshoots. In
other instances, however, small plants—merely a rosette of leaves not more
than three inches across, and in some cases much less—will throw out from
six to ten, or maybe more, little side growths, and if these are taken off
and potted up at the correct season they will go on and do the same thing again
and again. I have had plants do this over a period of five years, and only a
few, among many under special treatment, have produced a stalk of bloom.
This applies to both the parent plant and to the many offshoots.

LICHEN in the New Zealand Bush.
[Photograph by D. Elliott, New Plymouth.
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Between the plants entirely without meal and those heavily coated
may be found every degree of mealiness, from a light dusting over
scattered parts of leaves to a fine dusting over the entire plant, and from
a heavy one over parts up to the densely-coated entire plant.

There are also intermediate plants which have downy leaves either with
or without mealiness; that is, the actual leaf surface is dull, not glossy, and is
of a velvet-like smoothness. The colour, too, is dull green. When mealiness
occurs in this type the meal may be brushed off, but the surface remains
downy. In some plants with densely-coated leaves the mealiness does not
extend to the flower stalks or to the flowers, and I have several plants the
leaves of which are so heavily powdered as to appear always as whitish-grey,
yet these plants bear flowers of a clear, pale primrose yellow without meal, on
clean green stems.

FLOWER COLOUR
In my collection I have not so far such a wide range of colours as can
be found recorded in the many old books and lists. John Parkinson, writing
in 1629, described yellows, purple maroons, reds, violets, whites and tawnies.

POMADERRIS ELLIPTICA in flower.
[Photograph by D. Elliott, New Plymouth.
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