
















































































years o f  research carried out mostly in Holland .  I t  will give any 
gardener a clearer u nderstanding of bulbs in general. 

Chapter nine is titled " Growers' Guide to Cultivating Better 
Hippeastrums' and the title says it all. Considerable attention is given 
to potting mi.xes,  with the Kew mix (loam, coir and composted forestry 

wastes) particularly favoured. It sounds not dissimilar to some orchid 
mi.xes ,  with good drainage and moisture retention regarded as 
paramount.  

Chapter ten concerns commercial breeding and produc tion and 
would certainly be of great interest to those who grow amaryllids on a 
larger scale. This is followed by an appendix giving further information 
on the chapters dealing with hybrid s,  a glossary and an extensive 
bibliography . 

The finest feature o f  this book is the 48 page s of excellent 
illustrations - mostly high-quality photographs but also some paintings 
and lithographs from old botanical publications.  These present a most 
mouth-watering array of species and hybrid s,  which will dispel the 
preconceived notions which many o f  us have concerning what a 
h ippeastrum should look like .  The book in general is well presented 
and well produced. I t  does tend to be a title for the hippeastrum 
specialist. However, having once browsed through it, you may wish to 
become a specialist. As one who grows only a few hippeastrums, under 
difficulties due to our l arge bulb-fly population ,  I found it fascinating. 
Now, if we could only overthrow those officiou s  bureaucrats who want 
to tell us which plants we are allowed to grow, we could really see the 
new worlds being developed from an old favourite! 

Royal Horticultural Society Plant Collector Guide 
ISBN 0-88 192-639-6. Hard cover. 296 pages. 
$79.95 plus $5 p&p from Touchwood Books. 

HACI{ (�0\TEU STOUY 
A loe polyphylla - update 

This aloe in flower was the largest of its specie s I had seen. I t  

produced a huge nine-headed inflorescence. (see article 1 / 2 -26 ,27) 

Unfo rtunately the owner tired of the plant and disposed of it a short 
time afterward s to a landscape gardener. Digging it out and removing it 
was a massive job. 

Photo/text: Brian Chudleigh 
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A lcantarea imperialis 
(syn. Vriesea imperialis) 
Marjorie Lowe 

Roberto Burle Marx, Brazil ian artist and landscape architect, 
championed the u se of his country's native flora in his private, 
commercial and public landscape s .  Vriesea imperialis (as it was then 
known) \Vas made famous by his u se o f  it, o ften in large groups in 
raised beds,  particularly in public f pace s .  S u c h  a large plant lends 
i tself to u se o n  a grand scale . 

This species comes from the rocky slopes of the Organ Mo untains 
m Rio de Janeiro S tate, where it  grows in full  sun at about 1 5 0 0  
metres but enjoys c o o l  nights and can stand dry conditions .  D escribed 
as a giant of the gen u s  at l . 8 0m or more in flower, when it is grown in 
better conditions there it can reach 3 - 5  metres .  

Even when out of flower, A lcantarea irnperialis is an impressive 
sight \Vith broad, leathery leaves up to l 5cm \vide and l . 5m long. The 
leaves of the red form glow in the morning light even before the sun 
has reached them (photo was taken early in heavy overcast) . The f1ower 
spike of the plant oppo site is more than three metres high. I ts  owner, 
Adrian Havermans,  bought it four years ago \vhen it \Vas then 3-4 
years old and about 60cm high and wide . I t  is  flowering now at 
between seven and eight years of age. The plant had been imported 
from Ha\vaii and grO\vn on by Landsendt at Oratia. Caroline Melling 
says that other plants fro m that importation are also flowering. 

Even faster, Maureen Green, of Green 's B ro meliads, says that her 
red fo rm , also imported from Ha\vaii but as a very small plant ,  f!o\vered 
at five to six years . The green forms seem to take a longer time to 
flower here - about ten to twelve years . So if you have the space,  sun, 
good drainage and are fro st-free ,  you need no longer feel that maturity 

takes too long - many o f  the other foliage vrieseas take 5- 1 0  years to 
flower. 

Plantlets form around the base of the plant while it is  still quite 
young and can be detached to form ne\v plants. Often these are 

adventitiou s  plants rather than pups and so take almost as long as 
seeds to develop. If the base o f  the parent plant i s  in shade (in a 
border) these may not form. But being monocarpic, bromeliads die 
after flowering (often quite s]O\vly) and so the \vhole process has to 
start again . 

Photo: Grant Bayley 
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